
  
 
  
VOSH PROGRAM DIRECTIVE:  02-076       ISSUED: October 1, 2009 
 
 
SUBJECT: Revision of the Gravity Based Penalty (GBP) Scale. 
 

**** Only for Inspection Cases Opened After October 1,  2009. ****  
 
A. Purpose.   
 

This Directive transmits to the field the increase in the Gravity Based Penalty unadjusted amounts that 
are listed in the VOSH FOM.  (Chapter IV, page 21). 

 
This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or regulatory rule, and is intended to 
provide instructions to VOSH personnel regarding internal operation of the Virginia Occupational 
Safety and Health Program and is solely for the benefit of the program.  This document is not subject to 
the Virginia Register Act or the Administrative Process Act; it does not have general application and is 
not being enforced as having the force of law. 

 
B. Scope. 
 

This directive applies to all VOSH personnel. 
 
C. Reference. 
 

Not Applicable 
 
D. Cancellation. 
 
 Not Applicable  
 
E. Action. 
 

Directors and Managers shall ensure that field personnel understand and comply with the revised penalty 
schedule included in this directive for all cases opened on or after October 1, 2009. 

 
F. Effective Date. 
 
 October 1, 2009 
 
G. Expiration Date. 
 

Not Applicable. 
 
 



H. Summary. 
 

This directive provides an update to the current (2001) FOM for calculations of Gravity Based Penalties. 
 

 
 
 
C. Ray Davenport 
Commissioner 
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Appendix A.  
 
 

Section C.2.e.4.(g) of chapter IV of the VOSH FOM (page IV-21) is amended as follows: 
 
g.  Gravity-Based Penalty (GBP).  The GBP is an unadjusted penalty and is 

calculated in accordance with the following procedures: 
 

(1) Severity and Probability.   The GBP for each violation shall be determined 
based on an appropriate and balanced professional judgment, combining the 
severity assessment and the final probability assessment. 

 
(2) For serious violations, the GBP shall be assigned on the basis of the 

following scale: 
 
 

 Severity Probability  GBP 
 
 High  Greater $5,000 $7,000 
 
 Medium Greater $3,500  $4,900 
 
 Low  Greater $2,500  $3,500 
 
 High  Lesser $2,500  $3,500 
 
 Medium  Lesser $2,000  $2,800  
 
 Low  Lesser $1,500  $2,100 
 
 NOTE: The gravity of violation is defined by the GBP 

 
 
              A high gravity violation is one with GBP of $$5,000 $7,000 or greater. 
 
              A moderate gravity violation is one with a GBP between $2,000 and $3,500   

$2,800 and $4,900.  
 
              A low gravity violation is one with GBP of $1,500  $2,100 or below. 
 
 
 
 



Gravity OTS Low/Lesser Med/Lesser H/L or L/G Med/Greater High/Greater

GBP 1000 2100 2800 3500 4900 7000

10% 900 1890 2520 3150 4410 6300
15% 850 1785 2380 2975 4165 5950
20% 800 1680 2240 2800 3920 5600
25% 750 1575 2100 2625 3675 5250
30% 700 1470 1960 2450 3430 4900
35% 650 1365 1820 2275 3185 4550
40% 600 1260 1680 2100 2940 4200
45% 550 1155 1540 1925 2695 3850
50% 500 1050 1400 1750 2450 3500
55% 450 945 1260 1575 2205 3150
60% 400 840 1120 1400 1960 2800
65% 350 735 980 1225 1715 2450
70% 300 630 840 1050 1470 2100
75% 250 525 700 875 1225 1750
80% 200 420 560 700 980 1400
85% 150 315 420 525 735 1050
90% 100 210 280 350 490 700
95% 50 105 140 175 245 350

Severity Probability GBP
High Greater 7,000$               

Medium Greater 4,900$               
Low Greater 3,500$               
High Lesser 3,500$               

Medium Lesser 2,800$               
Low Lesser 2,100$               

Reductions Penalties in dollars




