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The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with Section 9-6.14:7.1.G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1.G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the Proposed Regulation

The Board of Corrections proposes to amend more than 30 sections of the minimum standards for jails and lockups related to requirements for administration, management, programs, services, operations, and physical plants.  The proposed amendments are not substantive, but rather reorganize and clarify the current language to be more consistent with the actual practice in jails and lockups.

Estimated Economic Impact

Some of the proposed amendments are organizational in nature and will move the requirements from one section to another and delete repetitive language covered under multiple sections or the department polices.  According to the agency, there will be no significant change in the current standards and the implementation of the regulation because of this reorganization.  The proposed changes will allow the board to collect all the standards related to one issue under a single section and eliminate repetitive standards.  For example, the Department of Corrections (the agency) indicated that the requirement to inspect the institution daily is already covered under the requirements for supervision of inmates and consequently this section will be repealed.  Since there will be no change in the standards and the implementation of the standards, no significant economic impact is expected from the proposed reorganization.  Although small, a potential benefit is likely to accrue to these facilities because they will not be cited more than once for a violation of one standard.  Currently, multiple citations for the same standard are possible because the same standard may be covered under more than one section such as the requirement to supervise the inmates.  The proposed reorganization is expected to reduce the chance of multiple citations occurring and the number of citations issued to the facility by the audit team.

Other proposed amendments will change and clarify the language in a number of standards to be consistent with the actual operations in these facilities.  Examples include the proposals that written procedures outlining the release programs should address electronic monitoring in addition to other programs, that the facilities be inspected by the Virginia Department of Health every 12 months, and that the facility maintain a written agreement with the local school authority providing special education to inmates.  The current implementation of the regulation related to these requirements is exactly as proposed.  Similar to the reorganization of the language, none of the proposed amendments is expected to have a significant economic impact because there will be no change in practice.  However, the proposed amendments may represent some small benefits to the agency.  The audit team may be able to improve enforcement slightly because the updated language is more reflective of the actual practice in these facilities and the authority to ask for the required documentation will be established as in the case of the requirement to maintain a written agreement with the schools providing educational services.

Businesses and Entities Affected

Approximately 32,300 inmates, 23 regional jails, 62 local jails, and 23 lockups are subject to the proposed regulations and are likely to be affected.

Localities Particularly Affected


The proposed regulations will apply throughout the Commonwealth.

Projected Impact on Employment


No significant effect on employment is expected.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property


The proposed changes should not have any significant impact on the use and value of private property.

