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The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with Section 9-6.14:7.1.G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1.G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the Proposed Regulation


The Air Pollution Control Board proposes to update the referenced technical standards in the air pollution regulations.

Estimated Economic Impact

The air pollution regulations in the Commonwealth reference certain standards provided by several professional publications.  The referenced publications are technical in nature and include documents such as “Standard Test Method for Vapor Pressure of Petroleum Products” by the American Society for Testing Materials, “Evaporation Loss from Floating Roof Tanks” by the American Petroleum Industry, and “Standard for the Qualification and Certification of Resource Recovery Facility Operators” by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  The standards incorporated by reference from these documents are related to many technical terms including true vapor pressure, Reid vapor pressure, waxy, heavy pour crude oil, pressure relief valve, conversion factor, and sample testing methods.

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is not aware of any significant changes in the standards incorporated by reference in the air pollution regulations.  Thus, the proposed adoption of the updated standards is not likely to have significant economic impact.

The proposed changes are beneficial in the sense that they will help maintain current and timely regulations.  DEQ indicated that these references provide very specific technical instructions on how to define terms, how to conduct tests, and what technical information to employ.  These standards are reviewed frequently by professional organizations and updated on a regular basis.  By referencing the latest version of these standards, the regulated sources will be able to comply with the standards that are most up-to-date and consistent nationwide.  In addition, the Environmental Protection Agency indicates that outdated and inaccurate technical documents referenced in the regulations will result in disapproval of the state implementation plan.
 Disapproval of the state implementation plan could potentially make Virginia subject to sanctions specified in section 179(b) of the federal Clean Air Act.
  Thus, the proposed regulations are likely to promote compliance with federal regulations. 

Businesses and Entities Affected


The proposed changes will potentially affect 4,757 active registered air pollution sources in Virginia.  Certain referenced documents may affect all of the sources while some other documents may affect a specific type of source.  For example, the American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists’ manual affects each and every one of the air pollution sources in the Commonwealth, while the American Hospital Association’s “An Ounce of Prevention: Waste Reduction Strategies for Health Care Facilities” applies to 12 medical waste incinerators.

Localities Particularly Affected


The proposed regulations apply to all localities in the Commonwealth.

Projected Impact on Employment


No significant impact on employment is expected.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property


The proposed changes are not likely to significantly affect the use and value of private property.

� Source: DEQ


� Ibid.





