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18 VAC 105-20-10. Licensure by examination.

A. The gpplicant, in order to be digible for licensure by examination to practice optometry in the
Commonwedth, shall:

1. Beagraduate of aschool of optometry accredited by the Council on Optometric
Education; have an officid transcript verifying graduation sent to the board,

2. Request submission of an officid report from the Nationd Board of Examinersin
Optometry of a score received on each required part of the examination of the Nationa
Board of Examinersin Optometry or other board- gpproved examination; and

3. Submit a completed application and the prescribed fee.

B. Applicants who passed the Nationd Board Examination prior to August1993 May 1985 shdl goply
for licensure by endorsement as provided for in 18 VAC 105-20-15.

C. Required examinations.

1. For the purpose of § 54.1-3211 of the Code of Virginia, the board adopts dl parts of the
examination of the Nationd Board of Examinersin Optometry as its written examination
for licensure. After July 1, 1997, the board shdl require passage as determined by the
board of Parts|, I1, and 11 of the National Board Examination.

2. As part of the application for licensure, an gpplicant must Sgn a Satement attesting that
he has read, understands, and will comply with the statutes and regulations governing the
practice of optometry in Virginia

18 VAC 105-20-15. Licensure by endor sement.

A. Anapplicant for licensure by endorsement shall pay the fee as prescribed in 18 VAC 105-20-20
and file acompleted gpplication that certifies the following:

1. The gpplicant has successfully completed alicensing examination or certification in
optometry in any jurisdiction of the United States that is gpproximately comparable to
the Virginiaexamination at the time of initid licensure;

2. The applicant has been engaged in active clinica practice for a least 36 months out of
the last 60 months immediately preceding application;

3. The gpplicant is not arespondent in apending or unresolved mapractice clam.

4. Eachjurigdiction in which the gpplicant is currently licensed has verified that:
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a Thelicenseisfull and unredricted, and al continuing education requirements have
been completed, if applicable;

b. The gpplicant is not a regpondent in any pending or unresolved board action;

c. The applicant has not committed any act which would congtitute aviolation of §
54.1-3204 or 54.1-3215 of the Code of Virginig;

d. The gpplicant has graduated from an accredited school or college of optometry.

. The gpplicant shdl dso provide proof of competency in the use of diagnostic pharmaceutical Agents
(DPA’s) which shdl consst of areport from the National Board of passing scores on al sections of
Parts| and Il of the National Board Examination taken August-1993 May 1985 or theresfter. If the
goplicant does not qudify through examination, he shal provide other proof of meeting the
requirements for the use of DPA as provided in 88 54.1-3220 and 54.1- 3221 of the Code of
Virginia

. Aspart of the gpplication for licensure, an gpplicant must Sgn a Satement attesting that he has read,
understands, and will comply with the statutes and regul ations governing the practice of optometry
inVirginia

. Inthe case of afederd service optometrist, the commanding officer shal dso verify that the
gpplicant isin good standing and provide proof of credentialing and quaity assurance review to
satisfy compliance with gpplicable requirements of subsection A of this section.

. Inthe event the examinaionsfor initid licensure are determined not comparable, the board may
require the gpplicant to take and pass aregiona or nationd practica examination.

. An optometrig previoudy licensed in Virginiais not digible for licensure by endorsament but may

apply for rengatement of licensure under 18 VAC 105-20-60.

18 VAC 105-20-20. Fees.

A. Required fees.
Initid gpplication and licensure $245
Endorsement of certification to use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents $100
Annud licensure renewd $150

Late renewal $100 50
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Returned check $25
Professiona designation application $100
Annud professiond designation renewa (per location) $50
Late renewd of professona desgnation $20
Reinstatement application fee (including renewa and late fees) $250 450
Reinstatement gpplication after disciplinary action $500

- e o 5 425
Duplicate wall certificate $25
Duplicate license $10
Licensure verification $10

B. Unless otherwise specified, dl fees are nonrefundable.
18 VAC 105-20-40. Unprofessional conduct.

It shall be deemed unprofessona conduct for any licensed optometrist in the Commonwedlth to violate
any datute or regulaion governing the practice of optometry or to fall to:

1. Usein connection with the optometrist’'s name where it appears relating to the practice of
optometry one of the following: the word "optometrist,” the abbreviation "O.D.," or the
words "doctor of optometry.”

2. Maintain records on each patient for not less than five years from the date of the most
recent service rendered.

3. Pogtinan area of the optometric office which is conspicuous to the public, a chart or
directory listing the names of dl optometrists practicing a that particular location.

4. Maintain patient records, perform procedures or make recommendations during any eye
examination, contact lens examination or treatment as necessary to protect the health and
welfare of the patient.

5. Natify patients in the event the practice is to be terminated, giving areasonable time
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period within which the patient or an authorized representative can request in writing thet the
records or copies be sent to any other like-regulated provider of the patient's choice or

destroyed.

18 VAC 105-20-50. Professional designations.

A. Inaddition to the name of the optometrist asit appears on the license, an optometrist may practice
in an office that uses any only one of the fallowing:

1. Thename of an optometrist who employs him and practices in the same office;

2. A partnership name composed of some or dl names of optometrigts practicing in the same
office; or

3. A professond designation, if the conditions set forth in subsection B of this section are fulfilled.

B. Optometrists licensad in this Commonwedlth who practice as individuas, partnerships, associations,
or other group practices may use aprofessond designation for the optometric office in which they
conduct their practices, provided the following conditions are met:

1. Each A professond designation shal be registered with the board by alicensed optometrist,
who has an ownership or equity interest in the optometric practice and who must practice in any
location with that registered designation and who must assume responsibility for compliance with
this section and with the statutes and regulaions governing the practice of optometry.

N

Each A professond designation must be approved by the board and afee must be paid as
prescribed by board regulation prior to use of the name. Names which, in the judgment of
the board, are false, mideading, or deceptive will be prohibited.

2: 3. No licensed optometrist may, a any time, register to practice optometry under more than
one professona designation.

3: 4. All advertisements, induding but not limited to Signs, printed advertisements, and
letterheads, shdl contain the word "optometry” or reasonably recognizable derivatives
thereof unless the name of the optometrist is used with the professona designation with the
O.D. designation, Doctor of Optometry or optometrit.

4. 5. In the entrance or reception area of the optometric office, a chart or directory listing the
names of al optometrists practicing at that particular location shal be kept at dl times
prominently and congpicuoudy displayed.

5: 6. The names of dl optometrists who practice under the professona designation shdl be
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maintained in the records of the optometric office for five years following their departure
from the practice.

6: 7. The name of the licensed optometrist providing care shal appear on al statements of
charges and receipts given to patients.

+ 8. An optometrist may use a professona designation which contains the name of an inactive,
retired, removed, or deceased optometrist for aperiod of no more than one year from the
date of succession to a practice and s0 long as he does so0 in conjunction with his own name,
together with the words, "succeeded by" "succeeding,” or " successor to.”

18 VAC 105-20-60. Renewal of licensure; renstatement; renewal fees.

A.

|©

Every person authorized by the board to practice optometry shdl, on or before Oeteber December
31 of every year, submit a completed renewa gpplication and pay the prescribed annud licensure
fee.

It shal be the duty and responsibility of each licensee to assure that the board has the licensee's
current address. All changes of mailing address or name shall be furnished to the board within 30
days after the change occurs. All notices required by law or by these rules and regulations are
deemed to be vaidly tendered when mailed to the address given and shdl not relieve the licensee of
the obligation to comply.

Thelicense of every person who does not return the completed form and fee by Octeber December
31 of each year may be extended y y-be renewed for up to

one year by paying the prescribed renewd fee and Iate fee |s~est|cna|CI4edrneﬁleuter—theucu-lxlex,temleelL
30;-provided the requirements of 18 VAC 105-20-70 have been met. After Nevember30-an-
urrenewedHicenseisinvalid December 31%, alicense that has not been renewed islapsed. Failure:
torenew-aticense Practicing optometry in Virginiawith algpsed license may subject the licensee to
disciplinary action and additiond fines by the board.

An optometrist whose license has been lapsed for more than one year and who wishesto
resume practice in Virginiashal gpply for reinstatement. The executive director may grant
reingtatement provided that:

1. The applicant can demongtrate continuing competence;

2. Theapplicant has satisfied current requirements for continuing education during-thetapsed-
periad for the period in which the license has been Igpsed, not to exceed two years, and

3. The gpplicant has paid the prescribed late fee-the unpaid-renead-fee for-the previodusyear-and-
the-prescribed reingtatement gpplication fee.
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D.E. The board may require an gpplicant who has dlowed his license to expire and who cannot
demonstrate continuing competency to pass dl or parts of the board- approved examinations.

18 VAC 105-20-70. Reguirementsfor_continuing education.

A. Each license renewa shal be conditioned upon submission of evidence to the board of 24 16 hours
of continuing educeation taken by the gpplicant during the previous license period.

1. Fourteen of the 16 hours shdl pertain directly to the care of the patient. The 16 hours may
include up to two hours of record-keeping for patient care and up to two hours of training in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

2. For optometrists who are certified in the use of therapeutic pharmaceutical agents, at least
two of the reguired continuing education hours shal be directly rdated to the prescribing
and administration of such drugs.

3. Courses which are soldly designed to promote the sale of specific instruments or products
and courses offering indruction on augmenting income are excluded and will not receive
credit by the board.

B. Eachlicensee hdl atest to fulfillment of continuing education hours on the required annud
renewa form. All continuing education shal be completed prior to October December 31
unless extension or waiver has been granted by the Continuing Education Committee,

C. All continuing education courses shdl be offered by an approved sponsor listed in subsection
G. Courses that are not approved by a board-recognized sponsor in advance shall not be
accepted for continuing education credit. For those courses which have a post-test requirement,
credit will only be given if the optometrist recaives a passing grade as indicated on the
cetificae.

D. Licensees shdl maintain continuing education documentation for a period of not less than three
years. A random audit of licensees may be conducted by the board which will require that the
licensee provide evidence substantiating participation in required continuing education courses.

E. Documentation of hours shdl dearly indicate the name of the continuing education provider
and its afiliation with an approved sponsor as listed in subsection G. . Documents that do not
have the required information shal not be accepted by the board for determining compliance.
Correspondence courses shall be credited according to the date on which the post-test was
graded as indicated on the continuing education certificate.

F. A licensee shdl be exempt from the continuing competency requirements for the first
renewd following the date of initid licensure by examingion in Virginia
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G-G. An approved continuing education course or program, whether offered by correspondence,
eectronicaly or in person, shal be sponsored by one of the following:

1. The American Optometric Association and its constituent organizations.

2. Regiond optometric organizations.

3. State optometric associations and their affiliate local societies.

4. Accredited colleges and universities providing optometric or medical courses.
5. The American Academy of Optometry and its affiliate organizations.

6. The American Academy of Ophthamology and its affiliate organizations.

7. TheVirginia Academy of Optometry.

8. Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (C.O.P.E.)

9. State or federa governmental agencies.

10. College of Optometristsin Vison Development.

11. Specialty-erganizations: The Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
of the American Medical Associationfor Category 1 credit.

12. ' e t oy 1 \ board: Providers of

training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

13. Optometric Extension Program.
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