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Agency Name: Department of Education  - 201 

VAC Chapter Number: 70 
Regulation Title: Regulations Governing Pupil Transportation 

Action Title:  
Date: June 4, 2003 

 
Please refer to the Administrative Process Act (§ 9-6.14:9.1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia), Executive Order Twenty-Five (98), Executive Order Fifty-Eight (99) , 
and the Virginia Register Form,Style and Procedure Manual  for more information and other materials required to be submitted in the final regulatory action 

package. 
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Please provide a brief summary of the new regulation, amendments to an existing regulation, or the regulation being repealed.  There is no need 
to state each provision or amendment; instead give a summary of the regulatory action.  If applicable, generally describe the existing regulation.  
Do not restate the regulation or the purpose and intent of the regulation in the summary.  Rather, alert the reader to all substantive matters or 
changes contained in the proposed new regulation, amendments to an existing regulation, or the regulation being repealed.  Please briefly and 
generally summarize any substantive changes made since the proposed action was published. 
              
 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 2

These r egul at i ons wer e l ast  r evi sed i n 1994.   Si nce t hat  t i me,  st at ut or y pr ovi s i ons 
addr essi ng t he cont ent  of  t hese r egul at i ons have been enact ed or  amended,  r esul t i ng i n 
conf l i c t i ng r equi r ement s,  whi ch has t he pot ent i al  t o mi sl ead t he publ i c.  
 
Feder al  st andar ds addr essi ng bus equi pment  and const r uct i on have,  i n some i nst ances,  
changed si gni f i cant l y.   Vi r gi ni a i s unabl e t o per mi t  t he use of  equi pment  appr oved i n 
f eder al  st andar ds because i t  i s  not  per mi t t ed by our  cur r ent  r egul at i ons.  
 
Technol ogi cal  and manuf act ur i ng advancement s t hat  ar e not  addr essed i n our  cur r ent  
r egul at i ons have r esul t ed i n r egul at i ons and manuf act ur i ng r equi r ement s t hat  ar e t oo 
r est r i ct i ve and t hat  do not  suppor t  use of  “ st at e- of - t he- ar t ”  equi pment .  
  
The 2000 Nat i onal  School  Tr anspor t at i on Speci f i cat i ons and Pr ocedur es ar e now avai l abl e.   
These st andar ds addr ess such i ssues as school  i nspect i ons,  i nf ant s and t oddl er s,  speci al  
educat i on and speci al l y equi pped school  buses.   These st andar ds wer e r evi ewed as par t  of  
t he r evi s i on pr ocess i n or der  t o i ncor por at e changes,  as appr opr i at e.  
 

� ���	� 	
�����
�
���� �	
���� ����
�

 
Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency: including the date the action was taken, the name of the agency taking the 
action, and the title of the regulation. 
                
 
The Boar d of  Educat i on appr oved t he f i nal  pr oposed Regul at i ons Gover ni ng Pupi l  
Tr anspor t at i on on Apr i l  29,  2003.   These f i nal  pr oposed r egul at i ons i ncl uded changes made 
t o t he r egul at i ons based on publ i c comment s r ecei ved at  t he publ i c hear i ng on Oct ober  16,  
2002,  and comment s r ecei ved dur i ng t he publ i c comment  per i od hel d bet ween Oct ober  16 and 
November  25,  2002.  
 

������
 
Please identify the state and/or federal source of legal authority to promulgate the regulation.  The discussion of this statutory authority should: 1) 
describe its scope and the extent to which it is mandatory or discretionary; and 2) include a brief statement relating the content of the statutory 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 3

authority to the specific regulation.  In addition, where applicable, please describe the extent to which proposed changes exceed federal minimum 
requirements.  Full citations of legal authority and, if available, web site addresses for locating the text of the cited authority, shall be provided. If 
the final text differs from that of the proposed, please state that the Office of the Attorney General has certified that the agency has the statutory 
authority to promulgate the final regulation and that it comports with applicable state and/or federal law. 
              
 
Ar t i c l e VI I I ,  §4,  Const i t ut i on of  Vi r gi ni a;  Code of  Vi r gi ni a §22. 1- 176;  22. 1- 177;  22. 1-
178;  22. 1- 181;  and 22. 1- 186.  
 
The scope of  l egal  aut hor i t y i s def i ned by Ar t i c l e VI I I ,  §4  Const i t ut i on of  Vi r gi ni a 
whi ch vest s i n t he Boar d of  Educat i on t he gener al  super vi s i on of  t he publ i c school  
syst em.    
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 16 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-16,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  aut hor i zes 
t he Boar d t o pr omul gat e “ such r egul at i ons as may be necessar y t o car r y out  i t s power s and 
dut i es…”   
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 177 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-177,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  gi ves t he 
Boar d gener al  aut hor i t y t o make r egul at i ons r el at i ng t o t he const r uct i on,  desi gn,  
oper at i on,  equi pment ,  and col or  of  publ i c school  buses and t he aut hor i t y t o i ssue an 
or der  pr ohi bi t i ng t he oper at i on on publ i c st r eet s and hi ghways of  any publ i c school  bus 
whi ch does not  compl y wi t h such r egul at i ons.    
 
Fur t her ,  §22. 1- 176 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-176 and §22. 1- 186 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-186,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  aut hor i ze t he Boar d t o 
pr omul gat e r egul at i ons r el at i ng t o f ees f or  school  t r anspor t at i on.   
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 178 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-178 addi t i onal l y set s f or t h 
r equi r ement s f or  school  bus dr i ver s and aut hor i zes t he Boar d t o f ur ni sh f or ms t o school  
di v i s i ons t o obt ai n i nf or mat i on f r om appl i cant s f or  empl oyment  as school  bus dr i ver s as 
r equi r ed i n st at ut e. ”   
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Please provide a statement explaining the need for the new or amended regulation.  This statement must include the rationale or justification of 
the final regulatory action and detail the specific reasons it is essential to protect the health, safety or welfare of citizens.  A statement of a general 
nature is not acceptable, particular rationales must be explicitly discussed.  Please include a discussion of the goals of the proposal and the 
problems the proposal is intended to solve. 
              
 
The Regul at i ons Gover ni ng Pupi l  Tr anspor t at i on need t o be r evi sed t o r ef l ect  t he 
pr ovi s i ons of  new st at e l aws passed si nce 1994 and new f eder al  st andar ds gover ni ng 
t r anspor t at i on i ncl uded i n t he 2000 Nat i onal  School  Tr anspor t at i on Speci f i cat i ons and 
Pr ocedur es .    
 
Cur r ent  l aw does not  r equi r e st udent s t o r i de publ i c school  buses nor  does i t  r equi r e 
school  di v i s i ons t o pr ovi de t r anspor t at i on.   These r egul at i ons do,  however ,  gover n t hose 
i nst ances when t r anspor t at i on i s pr ovi ded and i s used by st udent s.   Consequent l y,  t he 
r evi s i on of  t hese r egul at i ons wi l l  hel p t o ensur e t he saf et y of  chi l dr en r i di ng publ i c 
school  buses.  Pr ovi di ng saf e,  f r ee t r anspor t at i on t o and f r om school  f or  chi l dr en i n 
Vi r gi ni a pr ovi des a val uabl e ser vi ce and el i mi nat es t he need f or  par ent s t o t r anspor t  
t hei r  chi l dr en.  
 

� �����
�	�

 
Please identify and explain the new substantive provisions, the substantive changes to existing sections, or both where appropriate.  Please note 
that a more detailed discussion is required under the statement of the regulatory action’s detail.  
               
 
Subst ant i ve changes t o t he exi st i ng r egul at i ons i ncl ude:  
 
1.  Def i ni t i ons have been updat ed t o r ef l ect  t he 2000 Nat i onal  School  Tr anspor t at i on 

Speci f i cat i ons and Pr ocedur es  def i ni t i ons.  
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2.  The r egul at i ons updat e t he mi ni mum r equi r ement s f or  pupi l  t r anspor t at i on i n 
Vi r gi ni a.   School  di v i s i ons may exceed t hese r equi r ement s wi t h per mi ssi on f r om t he 
Depar t ment  of  Educat i on.  

 
3.  Language has been i ncl uded t o accommodat e new equi pment  and t echnol ogy t hat  wi l l  

bet t er  f aci l i t at e t he t r anspor t at i on of  st udent s saf el y and ef f i c i ent l y.    
 
4.  The r evi s i ons i ncl ude t he l at est  l aws passed on t he speed l i mi t  school  buses may 

t r avel  on any gi ven hi ghway.  
 
5.  The r evi sed r egul at i ons i ncl ude t he use of  f l ashi ng amber  war ni ng l i ght s t o not i f y 

mot or i st s t hat  buses ar e about  t o st op or  ar e st opped.  The r egul at i ons al so per mi t  
t he use of  a whi t e st r obe l i ght .   Dur i ng r educed vi s i bi l i t y ,  t he whi t e st r obe l i ght  
assi st s i n i dent i f y i ng t he school  bus.  

 
6.  Tr ai ni ng has been i ncr eased t o f or t y- ei ght  hour s f r om t he f or t y hour s.   Ever y dr i ver  

who t r anspor t s st udent s wi l l  compl et e a mi ni mum of  24 cl assr oom hour s and 24 hour s 
of  behi nd- t he- wheel  t r ai ni ng.   A mi ni mum of  10 hour s of  t he 24 hour s behi nd- t he-
wheel  woul d be wi t h st udent s on boar d.   Tr ai ni ng wi l l  be pr ovi ded f or  t r ansi t  buses 
and speci al  needs chi l dr en.  

 
7.  Code si t es have been added t hr oughout  t he r egul at i ons f or  c l ar i t y pur poses.  
 
8.  Ar t i c l e 2 ( Bus Chassi s)  and Ar t i c l e 3 ( Bus Body)  have been r emoved f r om t he 

r egul at i ons and wi l l  be i ssued by t he Depar t ment  each year  as t he speci f i cat i ons f or  
school  buses.  These speci f i cat i ons wi l l  be updat ed each year  t o r ef l ect  changes i n 
t echnol ogy and equi pment .  

 

����	���

 
Please provide a statement identifying the issues associated with the final regulatory action.  The term “issues” means: 1) the advantages and 
disadvantages to the public of implementing the new provisions; 2) the advantages and disadvantages to the agency or the Commonwealth; and 
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3) other pertinent matters of interest to the regulated community, government officials, and the public.  If there are no disadvantages to the public 
or the Commonwealth, please include a sentence to that effect. 
              
  
The f ol l owi ng l i s t  of  event s summar i zes t he i ssues t hat  necessi t at ed t he changes i n t he 
pupi l  t r anspor t at i on r egul at i ons.   Al l  of  t he pr oposed changes ar e i nt ended t o i mpr ove 
t he saf et y of  chi l dr en r i di ng school  buses,  whi ch i s an advant age t o t he publ i c,  t he 
school  di v i s i ons,  and t he agency as wel l  as t he chi l dr en.  
 
• The 2001 Gener al  Assembl y amended sect i on §22. 1- 178,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  t o st at e t hat  

dr i ver s must  f ur ni sh st at ement s s i gned by t wo r eput abl e per sons who r esi de i n t he 
school  di v i s i on or  i n t he appl i cant ’ s communi t y t hat  t he per son i s of  good mor al  
char act er  t o t he school  di v i s i on.  

 
• The 2000 Gener al  Assembl y added sect i on §46. 2- 324,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a.  Thi s sect i on 

addr esses r equi r ement s f or  t he i ni t i al  l i censur e of  cer t ai n appl i cant s who have 
Commer ci al  Dr i ver ’ s Li cense ( CDL)  l ear ner ’ s per mi t s.   

 
• The 1999 Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 871,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  per mi t t i ng a hi gher  

speed l i mi t  f or  school  buses on cer t ai n hi ghways.   The 1994 r egul at i ons pr ohi bi t  t he 
hi gher  speed l i mi t .  

 
• The 1998 Gener al  Assembl y amended §22. 1- 178,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  al l owi ng a l i censed 

nur se pr act i t i oner  t o per f or m and r ecor d t he r esul t s of  t he annual  school  bus dr i ver ’ s 
physi cal  exami nat i on.   The 1994 r egul at i ons al l ow onl y a l i censed,  Vi r gi ni a physi c i an 
t o per f or m t he exami nat i on and r ecor d t he r esul t s.  

 
• The 1997 Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 1090. 1,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  t o per mi t  t he use of  

t he r oof - mount ed st r obe l i ght s anyt i me st udent s ar e on boar d.   The 1994 r egul at i ons 
pr ohi bi t  t he use of  t hese l i ght s except  when t he school  bus t r anspor t s st udent s dur i ng 
per i ods of  r educed vi s i bi l i t y  caused by condi t i ons ot her  t han dar kness.  

 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 7

• The 1996 Gener al  Assembl y amended §22. 1- 221,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  al l owi ng st udent s ot her  
t han t hose wi t h speci al  needs t o r i de a speci al l y equi pped school  bus wi t hout  af f ect i ng 
excl usi ve f und r ei mbur sement .  

 
• The Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 498,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  r evi s i ng t he dr i ver  

i mpr ovement  c l i ni c.  
 
• The 1995 Nat i onal  St andar ds on School  Tr anspor t at i on r ecommends ei ght  hour s of  i n-

ser vi ce t r ai ni ng f or  school  bus dr i ver s.   The 1994 r egul at i ons r equi r e f our  hour s of  
i n- ser vi ce t r ai ni ng f or  school  and act i v i t y bus dr i ver s.  

 
• Sect i on 46. 2- 340,  Code of  Vi r gi ni a,  r equi r es new or  r evi sed dat a on school  bus dr i ver s 

t o be submi t t ed t o DMV whenever  needed r at her  t han t he t ent h of  each mont h as cur r ent l y 
st at ed i n t he 1994 Boar d r egul at i ons.  

 
• Due t o t he f r equency of  changes i n engi neer i ng st andar ds and desi gn,  a mechani sm i s 

needed t hat  consi der s modi f i cat i ons t o t he r equi r ement s f or  equi pment  t hat  can become 
obsol et e or  shoul d be r evi sed t o r ecogni ze changes i n t echnol ogy.  

 
• The Boar d of  Educat i on shoul d al so consi der  changes r el at ed t o t he r equi r ement s f or  

Type A buses due t o t echnol ogi cal  changes i n t hei r  manuf act ur e.  
 
• The r equi r ement  f or  a back- up al ar m i nst al l ed on al l  new school  buses was appr oved i n 

1994,  but  omi t t ed f r om t he Jul y 1,  1994,  St at e Boar d Regul at i ons;  t her ef or e,  t he 
r egul at i ons need t o per mi t  f r equent  or  r out i ne updat es i n saf et y equi pment .   Exampl es 
of  t he t ypes of  changes or  i mpr ovement s t hat  have occur r ed si nce t he l ast  r evi s i on of  
t hese r egul at i ons i ncl ude:  

 
1.  Use of  equi pment  such as r adi os,  cel l ul ar  t el ephones,  and ot her  communi cat i ons 

devi ces.  
2.  Changes t o addr ess snaggi ng i nci dent s associ at ed wi t h door s and handr ai l s.  
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3.  Use of  t ur n ar r ows on r ear  t ur n s i gnal  l enses t o el i mi nat e pot ent i al  conf usi on 
caused by t he many l i ght s on t he school  bus.  

4.  Requi r ement s f or  use and i nst al l at i on of  r oof - mount ed st r obe l i ght s on al l  new 
buses.  

5.  Requi r ement s r el at ed t o seat  bel t s and ot her  passenger  r est r ai nt  syst ems.  
6.   Revi s i ons t o dr i ver  t r ai ni ng r equi r ement s.  

 
The r egul at i ons shoul d be suf f i c i ent l y f l exi bl e t o per mi t  t hese i t ems t o be addr essed 
wi t hout  havi ng t o r evi se t he r egul at i ons.  
 

• Due t o t he i ncr ease i n t he number  of  i nf ant s and t oddl er s and st udent s wi t h 
di sabi l i t i es bei ng t r anspor t ed,  t he Boar d shoul d consi der  changes i n t r ai ni ng 
r equi r ement s f or  dr i ver s and equi pment  speci f i cat i ons.  

 
• Fi nal l y,  i t  i s  not  ant i c i pat ed t hat  t he pr oposed r evi s i ons woul d pr esent  any 

di sadvant ages t o school  di v i s i ons or  t hei r  c l i ent s.  
 

� ���	� 	
��������
�	��� ��	�� �
�	���	�������	��� ���	�

 
Please highlight any changes, other than strictly editorial changes, made to the text of the proposed regulation since its publication.  
              
 
The f ol l owi ng changes wer e made t o t he t ext  of  t he pr oposed r egul at i ons:  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 10.   Def i ni t i ons.   The sent ence def i ni ng a school  bus was r evi sed.   “ School  
bus means any mot or  vehi c l e descr i bed i n t hi s chapt er  as “ Type A1 and A2, ”  “ Type B1 and 
B2, ”  “ Type C, ”  or  “ Type D, ”  whi ch i s desi gned and used f or  t he t r anspor t at i on of  pupi l s,  
whi ch i s pai nt ed yel l ow wi t h t he wor ds “ School  Bus”  i n bl ack l et t er s of  speci f i ed s i ze on 
f r ont  and r ear ,  and whi ch i s equi pped wi t h t he r equi r ed war ni ng devi ces as st at ed i n 
Sect i on 46. 2- 100 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 80.   Loadi ng or  di schar gi ng pupi l s.   The f ol l owi ng sent ence was added:   “ See 
Sect i ons 46. 2- 893 and 46. 2- 918 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a. ”  
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8 VAC 20- 70- 90.   Saf et y Bel t s.   The l anguage “ i n accor dance wi t h manuf act ur er ’ s 
r ecommendat i ons”  was del et ed f r om t he sent ence.   The sent ence wi l l  r ead:   “ Per sons 
oper at i ng a school  bus shal l  wear  t he appr opr i at e saf et y bel t  syst em whi l e t he bus i s i n 
mot i on. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 100.   Passenger  Rest r ai nt  Bel t s.   The f ol l owi ng sent ence was added:   “ See 
Feder al  Mot or  Vehi c l e Saf et y St andar ds 209 and 210. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 780- 120.   I nsur ance.   The wor di ng was changed t o:  “ Ever y vehi c l e used i n 
t r anspor t i ng school  pupi l s and per sonnel  at  publ i c expense shal l  be cover ed by i nsur ance 
t hat  wi l l  pr ovi de f i nanci al  assi st ance t o pupi l s and per sonnel  i n case of  i nj ur i es or  
deat hs r esul t i ng f r om an acci dent  as st at ed i n Sect i on 22. 1- 190 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 130.   Mai nt enance I nspect i on.   The wor ds “ whi chever  occur s f i r st ”  wer e 
del et ed.   The sent ence now r eads:   “ Al l  school  buses and school  act i v i t y vehi c l es used t o 
t r anspor t  publ i c school  pupi l s t o and f r om school  and school  act i v i t y event s shal l  be 
i nspect ed and mai nt ai ned by compet ent  mechani cs i mmedi at el y bef or e bei ng used i n t he f al l  
and at  l east  once ever y 30 oper at i ng days or  ever y 2500 mi l es. ”  
 
The wor di ng “ Bus Per sonnel  and School  Admi ni st r at or s,  1983”  wer e del et ed.   The wor d 
“ Buses”  was i nser t ed.   The sent ence now r eads:   “ The i nspect i ons and mai nt enance shal l  be 
conduct ed i n accor dance wi t h pr ovi s i ons of  t he “ Pr event i ve Mai nt enance Manual  f or  
Vi r gi ni a School  Buses, ”  and r ecor ded on t he pr escr i bed i nspect i on f or ms or  i n a f or mat  
appr oved by t he Depar t ment  of  Educat i on. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 140.   Cr ash/ I nci dent  Repor t i ng.   The wor d “ acci dent ”  was r epl aced wi t h “ cr ash 
or  i nci dent . ”   The sent ence now r eads:   “ A cr ash occur s when pr oper t y damage i s $1, 000 or  
mor e or  when per sons ar e i nj ur ed.   An i nci dent  occur s when pr oper t y damage i s $999 or  
l ess and t her e ar e no i nj ur ed i ndi v i dual s. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 170.   Rai l r oad Cr ossi ngs.   The sent ence has been changed t o t he f ol l owi ng:   
“ No st op need be made at  any gr ade cr ossi ng wher e t r af f i c  i s  di r ect ed by a pol i ce of f i cer  
or  a gr een t r af f i c- cont r ol  s i gnal  as st at ed i n Sect i on 46. 2- 886 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a. ”  
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8 VAC 20- 70- 210.   Adver t i s i ng Mat er i al .   The Depar t ment  of  Educat i on r ecommended t hat  t he 
l anguage be changed t o r ead:   “ The use of  post er s,  st i cker s,  or  adver t i s i ng mat er i al  of  
any k i nd i s pr ohi bi t ed i n or  on school  buses unl ess per mi t t ed by st at e l aw. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 340.   Hi ghway Dr i v i ng.   The l anguage has been changed t o r ead:  “ No per son 
shal l  dr i ve a school  or  act i v i t y bus upon a hi ghway i n t he Commonweal t h unl ess such 
per son has had a r easonabl e amount  of  exper i ence i n dr i v i ng mot or  vehi c l es,  and shal l  
have passed a speci al  exami nat i on i ndi cat i ng t he abi l i t y  t o oper at e a school  bus wi t hout  
endanger i ng t he saf et y of  pupi l  passenger s and per sons usi ng t he hi ghway as st at ed i n 
Sect i on 46. 2- 339 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 350.   Tr ai ni ng.   The t ot al  number  of  hour s of  t r ai ni ng was changed f r om 40 t o 
48.   The l anguage wi l l  r ead:  “ Compl et ed a mi ni mum of  24 cl assr oom hour s and 24 hour s of  
behi nd- t he- wheel  t r ai ni ng.   A mi ni mum of  10 hour s of  t he 24 hour s of  behi nd- t he- wheel  
shal l  i nvol ve t he oper at i on of  a bus wi t h pupi l s on boar d whi l e under  t he di r ect  
super vi s i on of  a desi gnat ed bus dr i ver  t r ai ner .   Al l  dr i ver s shal l  r ecei ve t r ai ni ng i n 
t he oper at i on of  a Type D bus and t r anspor t at i on of  st udent s wi t h speci al  needs. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 360.   I nser vi ce Tr ai ni ng.   Based on publ i c comment ,  t he Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on r ecommends r ei nst at i ng t he or i gi nal  l anguage f or  t hi s sect i on.   The l anguage 
wi l l  r ead:  “ I n- ser vi ce t r ai ni ng ( at  l east  t wo hour s bef or e openi ng of  school s and at  
l east  t wo hour s dur i ng t he second hal f  of  t he school  year )  devot ed t o i mpr ovi ng t he 
ski l l s ,  at t i t udes,  and knowl edge i ncl udi ng or i ent at i on t o maxi mi ze benef i t s of  usi ng 
saf et y pr ogr ams and saf et y component s shal l  be pr ovi ded t o al l  school  or  act i v i t y bus 
dr i ver s. ”  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 380.   Pr e- t r i p saf et y i nspect i on.   The l anguage was amended t o r ead:  “ The 
dr i ver s of  school  and act i v i t y buses shal l  per f or m a dai l y pr e- t r i p saf et y i nspect i on of  
t he vehi c l e pr i or  t o t r anspor t i ng chi l dr en. ”  
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Public Comment 

 
Pl ease summar i ze al l  publ i c comment  r ecei ved dur i ng t he publ i c comment  per i od and pr ovi de 
t he agency r esponse.   I f  no publ i c comment  was r ecei ved,  pl ease i ncl ude a st at ement  
i ndi cat i ng t hat  f act .   
                
  
At t achment  A i s a t abl e t hat  shows t he or i gi nal  pr oposed r egul at i on,  publ i c comment s 
r ecei ved concer ni ng t he r egul at i on and t he r ecommendat i ons f r om t he Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on appr oved by t he Boar d of  Educat i on.  
 

Detail of Changes 

 
Pl ease det ai l  any changes,  ot her  t han st r i ct l y edi t or i al  changes,  t hat  ar e bei ng 
pr oposed.   Pl ease det ai l  new subst ant i ve pr ovi s i ons,  al l  subst ant i ve changes t o exi st i ng 
sect i ons,  or  bot h wher e appr opr i at e.   Thi s st at ement  shoul d pr ovi de a sect i on- by- sect i on 
descr i pt i on -  or  cr osswal k -  of  changes i mpl ement ed by t he pr oposed r egul at or y act i on.   
I ncl ude ci t at i ons t o t he speci f i c  sect i ons of  an exi st i ng r egul at i on bei ng amended and 
expl ai n t he consequences of  t he changes.  
              
 
Language has been i ncl uded i n t he r egul at i ons t o cover  changes due t o new equi pment  and 
t echnol ogy.   Any new equi pment  or  t echnol ogy must  be appr oved by t he Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on bef or e bei ng used on school  buses.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 10 – Def i ni t i ons.   The def i ni t i ons have been updat ed t o i ncl ude t he 
def i ni t i ons used i n t he 2000 Nat i onal  School  Tr anspor t at i on Speci f i cat i ons and 
Pr ocedur es.   The def i ni t i ons no l onger  i ndi cat e t he passenger  capaci t y of  t he var i ous 
t ypes of  buses.  
  
8 VAC 20- 70- 30 – Saf e Speeds.   Thi s sect i on has been r evi sed t o r ecogni ze l egi s l at i ve 
changes and t o speci f i cal l y r ef er ence t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a sect i on t hat  cont r ol s school  
bus speeds.   The Gener al  Assembl y passed l egi s l at i on i n 1999 t o al l ow school  buses t o go 
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f or t y- f i ve mi l es per  hour  or  t he mi ni mum speed al l owabl e,  whi chever  i s gr eat er ,  on any 
hi ghway wher e t he maxi mum speed l i mi t  i s  f i f t y- f i ve mi l es or  l ess,  and f i f t y- f i ve mi l es 
per  hour  on al l  i nt er st at e hi ghways and on ot her  hi ghways wher e t he maxi mum speed l i mi t  
i s  mor e t han f i f t y- f i ve mi l es per  hour .   The speed of  a school  bus shal l  not  exceed 
t hi r t y- f i ve mi l es per  hour  bet ween t he f i r st  st op and t he l ast  st op.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 40 – Seat i ng.   Thi s sect i on has been r evi sed t o make t he seat i ng capaci t y 
r equi r ement s mor e speci f i c .   The seat i ng on a school  bus shal l  not  exceed t he 
manuf act ur er ’ s capaci t y.   The number  of  st udent s who may r i de a bus shal l  be det er mi ned 
by t he t ot al  number  who can be seat ed f aci ng f or war d and wi t hi n t he seat i ng compar t ment  
saf el y.   The seat s on buses ar e 39 i nches i n l engt h.   The seat s wer e desi gned t o car r y 3 
passenger s,  but  due t o t he s i ze of  t he chi l dr en,  di v i s i ons may not  be abl e t o pl ace t hr ee 
chi l dr en t o a seat .   Ther ef or e,  t he number  of  st udent s t hat  a school  bus can car r y may 
di f f er  f r om t he manuf act ur er ’ s capaci t y i ndi cat or .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 70.   Tr af f i c  war ni ng devi ces.   Thi s sect i on has been r evi sed t o r ecogni ze 
l egi s l at i ve changes and t o speci f i cal l y r ef er ence t he sect i on of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a 
t hat  addr esses t r af f i c  war ni ng devi ces.   The 1997 Gener al  Assembl y passed l egi s l at i on 
al l owi ng t he use of  f l ashi ng whi t e or  amber  war ni ng l i ght s.   The l i ght s wi l l  be used when 
t r anspor t i ng st udent s dur i ng per i ods of  r educed vi s i bi l i t y  caused by at mospher i c 
condi t i ons ot her  t han dar kness.   These l i ght s may be used at  ot her  t i mes when 
t r anspor t i ng school  chi l dr en.   Thi s devi ce wi l l  assi st  mot or i st s i n seei ng t he bus dur i ng 
t i mes when vi s i bi l i t y  i s  not  good.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 80.   Loadi ng or  di schar gi ng pupi l s.   Thi s sect i on i s amended t o st i pul at e 
t hat  pupi l s may be pi cked up and di schar ged onl y at  desi gnat ed school  bus st ops appr oved 
by t he l ocal  school  di v i s i on.   Loadi ng and di schar gi ng st udent s at  st ops ot her  t han t he 
desi gnat ed ones can be danger ous.   Dr i ver s of  school  buses ar e made awar e of  t he 
desi gnat ed bus st ops at  t he begi nni ng of  t he school  year .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 90.  Saf et y Bel t s.   Thi s sect i on has been amended t o speci f y t hat  saf et y bel t s 
shal l  be wor n i n accor dance wi t h manuf act ur er ’ s r ecommendat i ons.   Fol l owi ng t he cor r ect  
pr ocedur e f or  wear i ng saf et y bel t s wi l l  ensur e t he saf et y of  t he i ndi v i dual s on t he bus.  
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8 VAC 20—70- 100.   Passenger  r est r ai nt  bel t s.   Thi s sect i on i s amended t o r equi r e t hat  
r est r ai nt  bel t s wi l l  be wor n as r equi r ed by f eder al  or  st at e l aw.   Feder al  Mot or  Vehi c l e 
Saf et y St andar d No.  209 speci f i es r equi r ement s f or  seat  bel t  assembl i es.  The r equi r ement s 
appl y t o st r aps,  webbi ng,  or  s i mi l ar  mat er i al ,  as wel l  as t o al l  necessar y buckl es and 
ot her  f ast ener s and al l  har dwar e desi gned f or  i nst al l i ng t he assembl y i n a mot or  vehi c l e,  
and t o t he i nst al l at i on,  usage,  and mai nt enance i nst r uct i ons f or  t he assembl y.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 110.   Pupi l  r i der  saf et y i nst r uct i on.   The r egul at i on has been r evi sed t o 
speci f y t hat  t he second r equi r ed emer gency exi t  dr i l l  must  occur  dur i ng t he second 
semest er .   I t  al so adds a st at ement  t hat  school  di v i s i ons shoul d per f or m summer  sessi on 
evacuat i on dr i l l s  as needed.  St udent s need t o be t r ai ned on t he pr oper  way t o evacuat e a 
school  bus when a pr obl em ar i ses.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 120.   I nsur ance.   Thi s sect i on has been amended t o r ef er ence t he st at ut or y 
code sect i on t hat  est abl i shes t he r equi r ement s f or  i nsur ance.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 130.   Mai nt enance I nspect i on.   The r egul at i ons ar e amended t o encour age 
di v i s i ons t o hi r e adequat e st af f  t o per f or m mai nt enance and i nspect i on f unct i ons.   These 
i ndi v i dual s ar e encour aged t o at t end wor kshops and t r ai ni ng i nst i t ut es t o r ecei ve up- t o-
dat e i nf or mat i on on mai nt enance and i nspect i ons.   I n or der  f or  buses t o oper at e 
ef f i c i ent l y,  adequat e st af f  must  be avai l abl e t o wor k on t he buses and must  have t he most  
up- t o- dat e i nf or mat i on avai l abl e on t he changes i n t echnol ogy and equi pment .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 140.   Cr ash/ I nci dent  Repor t i ng.   The t er m acci dent  has been changed t o 
cr ashes or  i nci dent s t o bet t er  di st i ngui sh t he di f f er ence bet ween ser i ous acci dent s and 
i nci dent s t hat  ar e l ess ser i ous.   The Depar t ment  of  Educat i on wi l l  be r evi ewi ng t he dat a 
t hat  shoul d be r epor t ed and t he met hod of  r epor t i ng t hi s dat a.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 150.   Rout e Schedul e.   The changes speci f y t hat  r out es shal l  be schedul ed t o 
maxi mi ze saf et y and ef f i c i ency i n di v i s i ons.   Schedul i ng r out es needs t o t ake i nt o 
consi der at i on t he l ocat i on of  st ops as t o saf et y.   Rout es need t o be schedul ed so t hat  
st udent s spend a mi ni mum amount  of  t i me on t he bus.  
 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 14

8 VAC 20- 70- 160.   Revi ew of  Rout es.   Requi r es hazar dous or  unusual  s i t uat i ons t o be 
mar ked on r out e sheet s and t he i nf or mat i on t o be made avai l abl e t o dr i ver s and 
subst i t ut es.   Dr i ver s need t o be awar e of  t hese si t uat i ons i n or der  t o ensur e t he saf et y 
of  t he chi l dr en on t he bus.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 170.   Rai l way cr ossi ngs.   School  bus dr i ver s wi l l  be r equi r ed t o t ur n of f  al l  
noi sy equi pment  and f ol l ow pr ocedur es f or  st oppi ng at  r ai l way cr ossi ngs bef or e pr oceedi ng 
acr oss t he t r acks.   The dr i ver  needs t o be abl e t o hear  whet her  a t r ai n i s appr oachi ng a 
r oad.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 240.   Fundi ng f or  Pupi l  Tr anspor t at i on.  The f undi ng f or  pupi l  t r anspor t at i on 
i s gover ned by t he Appr opr i at i on Act .  
8 VAC 20- 70- 250 t hr ough 20- 70- 270 have been del et ed f r om t he r egul at i ons as t hey ar e no 
l onger  needed.   The sect i on now r ef er s t o t he Appr opr i at i on Act .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 280.   Requi r ement s f or  School  Bus Dr i ver s f or  bot h Empl oyment  and Cont i nued 
Empl oyment .  The physi cal  exami nat i on f or m descr i bes t he physi cal  qual i f i cat i ons f or  
school  bus dr i ver s.  The 1998 Gener al  Assembl y passed l egi s l at i on al l owi ng a l i censed 
nur se pr act i t i oner  t o conduct  t he physi cal  exami nat i on r equi r ed f or  al l  school  bus 
dr i ver s.  The i nf or mat i on t hat  i s on t he physi cal  f or m has been del et ed f r om t he 
r egul at i ons s i nce i t  i s  cont ai ned on t he f or m pr escr i bed by t he Boar d.  The 2001 Gener al  
Assembl y passed l egi s l at i on t hat  t he mor al  char act er  of  a dr i ver  may be obt ai ned f r om t wo 
per sons who r esi de i n t he school  di v i s i on or  i n t he appl i cant ’ s communi t y.   
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 350.   Tr ai ni ng.   Tr ai ni ng f or  school  bus dr i ver s has been i ncr eased f r om 40 
hour s t o 48 hour s.   Twent y- f our  hour s wi l l  be i n t he c l assr oom and 24 hour s behi nd- t he-
wheel ,  wi t h chi l dr en on boar d f or  10 hour s.   Al l  dr i ver s wi l l  r ecei ve t r ai ni ng on Type D 
buses and t he t r anspor t i ng of  st udent s wi t h speci al  needs.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 390.   Mi sconduct  Repor t s.   The sect i on has been del et ed t o per mi t  school  
di v i s i ons t o addr ess st udent  mi sconduct  on school  buses as par t  of  t hei r  over al l  st udent  
conduct  pol i c i es.   These pol i c i es may var y f r om di v i s i on t o di v i s i on based upon 
i ndi v i dual  needs and ci r cumst ances.  
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8 VAC 20- 70- 460.   Speci f i cat i ons.  The r egul at i ons have been r evi sed wi t h changes t o 
accommodat e new equi pment  and t echnol ogy.   The Boar d of  Educat i on shal l  i ssue t he 
speci f i cat i ons and st andar ds f or  publ i c school  buses t hat  wi l l  r ef l ect  any desi r ed 
t echnol ogy or  saf et y i mpr ovement s f or  t he model  year .   The speci f i cat i ons wi l l  be 
r evi ewed and adopt ed by t he Boar d of  Educat i on per i odi cal l y.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 520.   Road Speed Cont r ol .   Del et es unnecessar y l anguage t hat  per mi t t ed school  
di v i s i ons t o set  r oad speed cont r ol s at  t hei r  di scr et i on.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 530 t hr ough 8 VAC 20- 70- 1510.   These sect i ons t hat  descr i be speci f i cat i ons 
f or  bus chassi s,  bus body,  and a var i et y of  ot her  bus equi pment  ar e del et ed.   Havi ng t hi s 
l evel  of  det ai l ed equi pment  speci f i cat i ons i n t he r egul at i ons makes i t  ver y di f f i cul t  t o 
make r evi s i ons and updat es as necessar y due t o t he l engt h of  t he r egul at or y r evi s i on 
pr ocess.   Changes i n equi pment  ar e r equi r ed annual l y t o addr ess saf et y t echnol ogy,  and 
manuf act ur i ng changes.   I nst ead,  t he Boar d wi l l  annual l y adopt  t he school  bus 
speci f i cat i ons.  
 

Fami l y I mpact  St at ement  

 
Pl ease pr ovi de an anal ysi s of  t he r egul at or y act i on t hat  assesses t he i mpact  on t he 
i nst i t ut i on of  t he f ami l y and f ami l y st abi l i t y  i ncl udi ng t he ext ent  t o whi ch t he 
r egul at or y act i on wi l l :  1)  st r engt hen or  er ode t he aut hor i t y and r i ght s of  par ent s i n t he 
educat i on,  nur t ur i ng,  and super vi s i on of  t hei r  chi l dr en;  2)  encour age or  di scour age 
economi c sel f - suf f i c i ency,  sel f - pr i de,  and t he assumpt i on of  r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  onesel f ,  
one’ s spouse,  and one’ s chi l dr en and/ or  el der l y par ent s;  3)  st r engt hen or  er ode t he 
mar i t al  commi t ment ;  and 4)  i ncr ease or  decr ease di sposabl e f ami l y i ncome.  
               
 
Nei t her  cur r ent  l aw nor  t he pupi l  t r anspor t at i on r egul at i ons r equi r e st udent s t o r i de 
publ i c school  buses.   However ,  t o t he ext ent  t hat  st udent s r i de publ i c school  buses,  
t hese r egul at i ons wi l l  pr ovi de st andar ds and r equi r ement s t o hel p ensur e t he saf et y of  
chi l dr en.  
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Many changes wi l l  hel p t o i ncr ease t he saf et y of  school  buses,  t hus f ur t her  ensur i ng t he 
saf et y of  chi l dr en bei ng t r anspor t ed t o and f r om our  publ i c school s whi ch wi l l  pr omot e 
f ami l y wel l - bei ng.   Ther e i s no negat i ve i mpact  on t he wel f ar e of  t he f ami l y.  
 
The pr ovi s i on of  saf e,  f r ee t r anspor t at i on t o and f r om school  can pr ovi de economi c 
assi st ance t o par ent s by el i mi nat i ng t he need f or  par ent s t o t r anspor t  t hei r  chi l dr en t o 
and f r om school .  
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ATTACHMENT A 
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Original Proposed Regulation                  Public Comments                      Recommendation from DOE 

 
8 VAC 20-70-10  Definitions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 
8 VAC 20-70-30 - Safe Speeds 
A school bus transporting school pupils shall be operated at a 
safe speed not in excess of 45 miles per hour, or minimum 
legal speed allowable; except, 55 miles per hour on interstate 
highways.  However, for any such vehicle which takes on or 
discharges children, the maximum speed limit shall be 35 miles 
per hour between the first stop and the last stop, not including 
the school.  The school and the designated school bus parking 
area shall not be considered the first or last stop as stated in § 
46.2-871 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VAPT - "School bus means any motor vehicle … 
and which is equipped with the required warning 
devices as stated in § 46.2-100 and 46.2-917, Code 
of Virginia." 
 
Henrico County - Include the proposed changes and 
recommends that the Board of Education adopt the 
Terms and Definitions from the National School 
Transportation Specifications & Procedures, May 
2000. 
The reference of the National Standards should be 
included at the end of the regulations. 
 
----------------------------------- 
Fairfax - The new code provision actually allows 
school buses to travel up to 55 mph on interstate 
highways.  This recent code change was made to 
reduce the possibility of accidents due to the 
dynamic speed of variances between school buses 
and other vehicles. 
In addition, we request that the board recommend 
elimination of the code provision that restricts a 
school bus to travel no more than 35 mph between 
bus stops.  Not only is this impractical to enforce, it 
causes unnecessary delays and creates another safety 
risk due to the often dynamic speed of variances 
between school buses and other vehicles.  For 
example, a school bus transporting students on a 
field trip along certain portions of US Rt. 29 could 
travel 45 mph and only be 10 mph slower than other 
traffic.  However, if that same bus had made a 
student pick-up, it must travel 35 mph along the 
same stretch of highway.  This is a 20 mph 
difference.  The risk of a rear-end or other accident is 

 
Change sentence to read: 
 
"School bus means any motor vehicle described in 
this chapter as "Type A1 and A2", "Type B1 and 
B2," "Type C," or "Type D", which is designed and 
used for the transportation of  
pupils, which is painted yellow with the words 
"School Bus" in black letters of specified size on 
front and rear, and which is equipped with the 
required warning devices as stated in Section 46.2-
100 of the Code of Virginia." 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
The Department recommends no change to the 
proposed language.  The speed limits for school 
buses are addressed in the Code of Virginia. 
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------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-80 Loading or discharging pupils 
When loading or discharging pupils on the highway, stops shall 
be made in the right-hand lane and shall be made only at 
designated points where the bus can be clearly seen for a safe 
distance from both directions.  Pupils shall be picked up and 
discharged only at designated school bus stops approved by 
the local school division except in the case of an emergency.  
While stopped, the driver shall keep the school bus warning 
devices in operation to warn approaching traffic to stop and 
allow pupils to cross the highway safely.  Pupils who must 
cross the road shall be required to cross in front of the bus.  
They shall be required to walk to a point 10 feet or more in 
front of the bus, stop before reaching a position in line with the 
left side of the bus, and wait for a hand signal from the bus 
driver before starting across the highway. 
 
On dual highways divided by a physical barrier, unpaved area, 
or five lane highway with turning lane, buses shall be routed so 
that pupils will be picked up and discharged on the side of the 
road on which they live. 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-90 Safety Belts 
Persons operating a school bus shall wear the appropriate 
safety belt system in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations while bus is in motion. 
 
 

increased. 
----------------------------------- 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends adding this statement at 
the end of the two paragraphs in this section to 
conform to other sections of the regulations.  "The 
above shall be pursuant to § 46.2-893 and 46.2-918, 
Code of Virginia.”  
 
Henrico County - Include "pursuant to Sections 46.2-
893 and 46-2.918 of the Code of Virginia."  This 
makes this statement conform to other sections of the 
regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends adding this statement to 
conform to other sections of the regulations.  
"…while bus is in motion”  as stated in § 46.2-1091, 
Code of Virginia. 
 
Henrico County - Delete proposed language "in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Add sentence: 
 
"See Sections 46.2-893 and 46.2-918 of the Code of 
Virginia." 
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----------------------------------------- 
 

8 VAC 20-70-100 Passenger restraint belts 
Pupils riding in Type A school buses required by laws to be 
equipped with passenger restraint belts shall wear them as 
required by state or federal law while the bus is in motion.  See 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 209. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
 
8 VAC 20-70-110 Pupil rider safety instruction 
2.  Emergency exit drills shall be practiced by all pupil riders at 
least twice a year, the first occurring during the first 30 
instructional days and the second in the second semester.  
Summer session evacuation drills should be performed as 
needed. 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
8 VAC 20-70-120  Insurance 
Section 22.1-190 of the Code of Virginia states that every 
vehicle used in transporting school pupils and personnel at 
public expense shall be covered by insurance that will provide 

accordance with manufacturer's recommendations" 
and include "per Section 46.2-1091 of the Code of 
Virginia."  This makes this statement conform to 
other sections of the regulations. 
 
---------------------------------- 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends adding FMVSS 210 to 
the end of the statement since 210 refers to seat belt 
assembly anchorages and complements FMVSS 209.  
"See Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 209 
and 210." 
 
Henrico County - Section 46.2-1095 of the Code of 
Virginia exempts the requirement to install passenger 
restraint belts on school buses.  Delete the words "as 
required by state or." 
----------------------------------- 
 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends changing "should" to 
"shall.”   "Summer session evacuation drills shall be 
performed as needed." 
 
Henrico County - Recommend that the word 
"should" be changed to "shall."  Requiring school 
bus emergency exit drills will increase the student's 
safety. 
 
---------------------------------- 
 
Henrico County - Start this paragraph with the word 
"Every" and move "as stated in Section 22.1-190 of 
the Code of Virginia" to the end of this paragraph.  
This makes this paragraph consistent with these 
regulations. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Delete "in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations."  
 
Sentence will read: 
 
"Persons operating a school bus shall wear the 
appropriate safety belt system while the bus is in 
motion." 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Change sentence: 
 
"See Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 209 
and 210." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
 
Department of Education recommends leaving the 
proposed language with "should." 
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financial assistance to pupils and personnel in case of injuries 
or deaths resulting from an accident.  
 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
8 VAC 20-70-130 Maintenance Inspection - All school buses 
and school activity vehicles used to transport public school 
pupils to and from school and school activity events shall be 
inspected and maintained by competent mechanics 
immediately before being used in the fall and at least once 
every 30 operating days or every 2500 miles, whichever occurs 
first.  The inspections and maintenance shall be conducted in 
accordance with provisions of the "Preventive Maintenance 
Manual for Virginia School Buses Bus Personnel and School 
Administrators, 1983" and recorded on the prescribed 
inspection forms or in a format approved by the Department of 
Education.  If the inspection and maintenance are not made in 
a shop operated by the school board or the local governing 
body, the school board shall designate one or more inspection 
centers to make the inspections and require a copy of the 
results of the inspections to be furnished to the division 
superintendent. 
 
Maintenance and service personnel shall be encouraged to 
attend approved workshops or training institutes and shall 
receive all necessary service and maintenance publications for 
equipment serviced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------- 
 
Norfolk - "inspected and maintained…at least every 
30 operating days or every 2500 miles traveled, 
whichever occurs first." 
 
We request that the phrase "whichever occurs first" 
be removed from the regulation.  This would add a 
significant financial burden on localities.  In fact, this 
same language was dropped in 1995 by the State 
Board of Education. 
 
Virginia Beach - The preventive maintenance 
requirement should remain at every 30 operating 
days.  As the largest city school bus fleet in the 
Commonwealth with 600 buses on the road each day, 
the recommended change to 30 operating days or 
2500 miles whichever occurs first will significantly 
increase our bus maintenance budget.  The 30 
operating day standard was approved in 1995.  To 
my knowledge, there has been no compromise to the 
safety of our school buses. 
 
Fairfax - We request that the language "whichever 
occurs first" be dropped from the regulation.  To 
comply with the section as currently proposed would 
cost Fairfax County Public Schools at least an 
additional $75,000 a year, as we have 125 buses that 
typically exceed 2500 miles every 30 operating days.  
Some of these buses would require as many as four  
additional services to comply.   
On May 25, 1995, the State Board of Education 
granted final approval to dropping this same 
language from the 1994 regulation.  Announcement 
was distributed in Superintendent's Memo 92, dated 
June 16, 1995. 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends deleting "whichever 
comes first.”   Some school buses travel more than 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------- 
 

Change wording to: 
 
"Every vehicle used in transporting school pupils and 
personnel at public expense shall be covered by 
insurance that will provide financial assistance to 
pupils and personnel in case of injuries or deaths 
resulting from an accident as stated in Section 22.1-
190 of the Code of Virginia." 
 
----------------------------------- 

 
1.   Del et e t he wor ds 

“ whi chever  occur s 
f i r st . ”  

 
Sentence should read: 
 
“All school buses and school activity vehicles used 
to transport public school pupils to and from school 
and school activity events shall be inspected and 
maintained by competent mechanics immediately 
before being used in the fall and at least once every 
30 operating days or every 2500 miles.”  
 
School divisions will have the option of choosing the 
schedule for maintenance inspections. 
 
 

2.   Del et e “ Bus Per sonnel  
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2500 miles during a month and could be subject to as 
many as four additional inspections a year. 
 
Loudoun County - As written this is a step 
backwards and adds additional costs to divisions for 
no documented reason.  I do not believe there has 
been any concern about the existing schedule.  At 
minimum the words "whichever occurs first" should 
be removed from the proposal.  Additionally, I 
would recommend extending the service intervals to 
6000 miles or 60 days.  The 30-day interval has been 
in place from the initiation of service requirements.  
The technology has dramatically changed since and 
the needed service intervals have increased in the 
truck industry up to around 16,000 mile intervals.  I 
am not suggesting any such levels, but 6000 or 60 
days seems much more reasonable and should not 
decrease safety. 
 
Henrico County - Recommends deleting the words 
"whichever occurs first" at the end of the first 
sentence.  The Board of Education approved deleting 
this statement in 1994.  If this statement is included 
in this regulation, at least of a quarter of our school 
bus fleet will require a minimum of three additional 
maintenance inspections each month.  This will have 
a high fiscal impact on each school division at a time 
when there is no additional finance support. 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Loudoun County - As proposed, accidents/incidents 
under $1000 in damage would still be reportable.  I 
would suggest aligning with the state DMV reporting 
guidelines, which calls for accidents/incidents 
resulting in no injury and under $1,000 in damage 
being declared not reportable.  This would be much 
more reasonable and would eliminate paperwork for 
damage to mailboxes, etc.  The standard police 
report should also be adopted as the document used 

and School  
Admi ni st r at or s,  1983”  
and i nser t  “ Buses” .  

 
Sentence would read: 
 
“The inspections and maintenance shall be 
conducted in accordance with provisions of the 
“Preventive Maintenance Manual for Virginia 
School Buses”, and recorded on the prescribed 
inspection forms or in a format approved by the 
Department of Education.”  
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------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-140 - Report Crash/Incident Reporting 
A report, on forms or on the format furnished by the 
Department of Education, of any accidents crashes or incidents 
involving school buses, pupils, and personnel who ride school 
or activity buses (including injury or death while crossing the 
road, waiting at bus stops, etc.) shall be sent to the Pupil 
Transportation Service, Department of Education by the 
division superintendent or designee at least once a month.  The 
report shall give apparent cause of the accident crash or 
incident, the extent of injuries to pupils or others.  The division 
superintendent or designee shall notify the Pupil Transportation 
Service of any school bus accident crash or incident involving 
serious injuries, requiring professional medical treatment, or 
death within the next working day from the date of the 
accident. 
 
A crash is an accident when property damage is $1,000 or 
more or when persons are injured.  An incident is an accident 
when property damage is $999 or less and there are no injured 
individuals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to report accidents. 
 
Fairfax County - In most cases, the term "accident" 
has been changed to "crash."  However, in three 
instances, the term "accident" is retained: 
The last word of the first paragraph, "… within the 
next working day from the date of the accident."  We 
recommend that this be changed to "crash.”  
The fifth word of the first sentence in the second 
paragraph, "A crash is an accident when the property 
damage…”  We recommend that this phrase be 
changed to read "An occurrence is a crash when…" 
The fifth word of the second sentence in the second 
paragraph, "An incident is an accident when…"  We 
recommend that this phrase be changed to read "An 
occurrence is an incident when…" 
 
VAPT - Last line of first paragraph "…within the 
next working day from the date of the accident crash.  
VAPT recommends changing the word accident to 
crash. 
Last paragraph - VAPT recommends changing 
definitions to reflect use of word crash.  "A crash 
report is required…"    "An incident report is 
required…" 
 
Henrico County - Recommends changing this title to 
"Crash Reporting.”   Recommends deleting the words 
"or incident" in this entire paragraph.  Delete the last 
paragraph of this section and instead state:  "A 
personal injury crash is a crash which results in no 
fatalities but one or more persons are injured.  A 
property damage crash is a crash which results in no 
fatalities or injuries, but there is property damage of 
at least $1,000.  A reportable traffic crash is a crash 
on a public highway which involves death, injury or 
property damage in excess of $1,000."  These 
changes will conform to the definitions of crashes by 
the Division of Motor Vehicles and law officials.  
This will allow the collection of accurate information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Replace “accident”  with “crash or incident”  at the 
end of the first paragraph. 
 
Change last paragraph to read: 
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and will allow the current law official crash report 
forms to be used by the local school divisions. 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends adding this statement to 
the end of the last sentence to conform to other 
sections of the regulations. "… as stated in § 46.2-
886, Code of Virginia.”  
 
Henrico County - Recommends adding at the end of 
the section "as stated in Section 46.2-886 of the Code 
of Virginia."  This will be consistent with these 
regulations. 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Loudoun County - Although there is no proposal to 
modify this section, I would suggest a change in 
wording that allows for placement of an American 
Flag decal no larger than four by six inches to be 
placed to the rear of the bus number near the bus 
passenger door.  This is not advertising and should 
be included without controversy. 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends deleting the words 
"carrying passengers" and require all school buses to 
have unrestricted access to exits. 
 
Henrico County - Recommends deleting the words 
"carrying passengers."  School buses should not be 
allowed to restrict access to any exits, at any time. 
 
----------------------------------- 

"A crash occurs when property damage is $1,000 or 
more or when persons are injured.  An incident 
occurs when property damage is $999 or less and 
there are no injured individuals." 
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------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-170 - Railroad Crossings 
School buses shall stop, as required by law, at railway grade 
crossings.  The 4-way hazard lights shall be activated when 
approaching the railway grade crossing and deactivated before 
crossing the track.  The bus driver shall turn off all noisy 
equipment, open the entrance door of the bus and determine 
when it is safe for the vehicle to cross the railroad tracks.  The 
entrance door shall be closed when the bus is in motion.  No 
stop need be made at any grade crossing where traffic is 
directed by a police officer or a green traffic-control signal. 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
8 VAC 20-70-210 Advertising Material 
The use of posters, stickers, or advertising material of any kind 
is prohibited in or on school buses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-220  Passage restriction 
No object shall be placed in the on any bus carrying 
passengers that will restrict the passage access to the entrance 
or emergency doors any exit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------- 

 
Norfolk – Under the proposed regulations before 
you, these too, are suggested for repeal.  Generally 
speaking we do not oppose the repeal with the 
exception of certain language that is critical to safe 
school bus questions.  Those areas address the annual 
fleet assessment by the Department of Education and 
the 12-year replacement cycle for buses.  The annual 
fleet assessment has been a valuable evaluation in 
the effectiveness of local maintenance and 
operational programs.  Replacement of obsolete and 
unsafe equipment is fundamental to safety, but often 
falls victim to local budget constraints and priorities.  
Statewide oversight is necessary to ensure the safety 
of children across the Commonwealth.   
It is our recommendation that if the funding sections 
are to be repealed, that the above stated requirements 
be incorporated into another section of the general 
regulations. 
 
Fairfax – Certain state or local requirements as 
described below may be lost if not re-addressed in 
other regulations.  These requirements were 
previously tied to transportation funding, but have a 
great affect on overall school bus safety.  
Recommend that the provisions listed below be 
incorporated into another section of the General 
Regulations. 

• School buses shall meet provisions of the 
annual fleet assessment by the Department 
of Education 

• 12-year replacement cycle for buses 
 
The annual fleet assessment has been a valuable 
evaluation on the effectiveness of local maintenance 
and operational programs.   
Replacement of obsolete and unsafe equipment is 
fundamental to safety, but often falls victim to local 
budget constraints or priorities.  Statewide oversight 
is necessary to ensure the safety of students across 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Change last sentence to include "… as stated in § 
46.2-886 of the Code of Virginia." 
 
Sentence will read: 
 
"No stop need be made at any grade crossing where 
traffic is directed by a police officer or a green 
traffic-control signal as stated in Section 46.2-886 of 
the Code of Virginia." 
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8 VAC 20-70-240 Regular approved school bus fund 
 
Section repealed.  Text not printed due to length. 
 
8 VAC 20-70-250 Fund for Exclusive Transportation of 
students with Disabilities on approved school buses 
 
Section repealed.  Text not printed due to length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the Commonwealth. 
 
VAPT – VAPT recommends revisions to this section 
and further recommends that they are included either 
in this section or a more logical or appropriate 
section in the  
 
regulations. 
The fleet assessments performed by the Department 
of Education represent the “ face to face”  contact 
each school division has with Department staff.  
These assessments serve as a valuable evaluation on 
the effectiveness of local maintenance and 
operational programs. 
The technical assistance that is afforded each school 
division through these assessments is invaluable.  
The assessment enables each school division to learn 
of unsafe equipment, recalls, best practices, and 
receive “hands on”  training about certain 
maintenance practices. 
The importance of the replacement cycle is 
fundamental to preventive maintenance.  Obsolete 
equipment makes it harder to get parts; means 
children do not have the benefit of newer safety 
features on newer model units; means school buses 
may be out of service longer; may result in increased 
road calls; may mean children are left on the side of 
the road waiting for the bus; and may mean the 
school bus body will not withstand the forces of a 
crash as well as a newer model bus due to metal 
fatigue. 
 
Region 5 – Region 5 Transportation Directors 
recommend that a statement be included in the 
regulations concerning the replacement cycle of 12 
years. 
 
Falls Church – I think it is also important to keep the 
recommendation of a 12 year replacement cycle in 
writing.  Although it is only a recommendation, it 

 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
The Department of Education recommends that 
language be changed to read “The use of posters, 
stickers, or advertising material of any kind is 
prohibited in or on school buses unless permitted by 
state law.”  
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Department of Education recommends leaving the 
language as proposed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------- 
 
The Department of Education supports the original 
proposal to delete the sections on Pupil 
Transportation funding.  Transportation costs are 
now funded as part of the Standards of Quality 
through Basic Aid as directed by the Appropriation 
Act.   
 
The current methodology uses a 12-year replacement 
cycle. 
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does help us in transportation to have something in 
writing when pushing for new equipment. 
 
Henrico County – Recommends adding the 
following:  1.  School divisions shall not be eligible 
for reimbursement for pupils transported on any bus 
or for any bus which does not meet the provisions of 
the annual inspections required by the Department of 
State Police, the fleet assessment by the Department 
of Education and regulations of the Board of 
Education.  2.  For purposes of determining a local 
division’s basic aid entitlement, the Board of 
Education assumes a 12-year school bus replacement 
cycle. 
These additions would provide:  a. 
The Department of Education fleet assessments 
allow one on one contact with every school division 
with DOE Staff.  This serves a valuable evaluation of 
maintenance operations of the effectiveness of local 
operation programs.  This also is invaluable to share 
best practice programs between local operations.  b.  
Technical assistance during the annual assessment 
enables local school divisions to learn of unsafe 
equipment, recalls and receives one on one training 
about certain maintenance practices.  c.  A guideline 
for establishing a replacement cycle is fundamental 
to efficient maintenance and safety operations.  
Older models make it harder to secure replacement 
parts; newer safety features on newer models are not 
applied on older models. 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Virginia Beach - The medical requirements of school 
bus drivers.  We need to make absolutely sure the 
regulations provide the examining physicians the 
sufficient guidelines to be certain the individuals 
behind the wheel of the school bus are mentally and 
physically fit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 27

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAPT - VAPT recommends: 
1.a.  No person shall drive a school bus unless that 
person is physically qualified to do so and has 
submitted a School Bus Driver's Application for 
Physician's Certificate complies with the medical 
examination and certificate of the physical 
examination in conformance to the federal 
Department of Transportation (DOT) Title 49 
Transportation; Chapter III Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration; Part 391, Qualifications of 
Drivers; Subpart E. Physical Qualifications and 
Examination; Section 391.41, Physical 
Qualifications for drivers. 
VAPT recommends changing from the Department 
of Education's School Bus Driver's Application for 
Physician's Certificate to the  
Federal DOT physical examination form and 
requirements.  This issue has been discussed for 
many years and it is the belief that while the DOT 
physical examination costs more, the fact that it is 
required every two years makes the cost closer to 
what school divisions are used to, if the two-year 
cost were averaged.  The DOT examination is more 
thorough, gives physicians more guidance for 
performing the examination, and eliminates 
confusion among medical personnel about the 
difference between the Virginia school bus physical 
examinations and the DOT examination.  School 
divisions can require the physical annually if they are 
concerned about not performing a physical 
examination every year. 
2. VAPT recommends changing the code section 
reference from §46.2-497 to 46.2-498.  Section 46.2-
497 was repealed in 1995. 
 
Henrico County - Recommends changing this section 
to say: "1.  Have to comply with the medical 
examination and certificate of the physical 
examination in conformance to the federal 
Department of Transportation (DOT) Title 49 
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------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-280 - Requirements for school bus drivers 

Transportation; Chapter III Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration; Part 391, Qualifications of 
Drivers; Subpart E.  Physical Qualifications and  
Examination; Section 391.41, Physical 
Qualifications for drivers, and furnish a form 
showing the results of such examination."  This 
meets the federal DOT physical examination form 
and requirements, and section paragraphs "a" and "b" 
be deleted.  The DOT examination is more thorough, 
gives physician's more guidance for performing the 
examination and eliminates confusion among 
medical personnel about the difference between the 
current Department of Education school bus physical 
examinations and the DOT examination.  While this 
physical examination costs more, the fact that it is 
required every two years makes the cost close to 
what local school divisions are currently paying. 
2.  Recommends adding the words "convicted of a 
charge of reckless driving," after the words 
"convicted of a felony," and between the words "or 
assigned to any…"  This would include that a person 
convicted of reckless driving within the preceding 
five years, would not be allowed to employ or 
continue employment as a school bus and activity 
bus.  Recommends changing the words "Section 
46.2-497" to "Section 46.2-498."  Section 46.2-497 
was repealed in 1995 and replaced by Section 46.2-
498 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
----------------------------------- 
Henrico County - Recommends deleting the words 
"Section 46.2-339 of the Code of Virginia requires 
that" and add these words after "A School bus that 
contains no pupil passengers as required by Section 
46.2-339 of the Code of Virginia…"  This is 
consistent with other sections of the regulations. 
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both for employment and continued employment -  
b. A person is physically qualified to drive a school bus if 

the individual:  The physical form describes the basic 
physical qualifications for school bus drivers; however, 
the examining physician or licensed nurse practitioner 
shall make the final determination of the individual's 
physical capacity to operate a school bus based upon 
their assessment of the individual's overall physical 
condition.   
(All the language which is included on the physical form 
has been deleted from the regulations.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Falls Church - I think that 8-10 additional hours is 
too much for transit training.  As a small school 
system, there are many times when I am training one 
on one, which can be a blessing and a curse 
sometimes.  I also would not want to see a specific 
amount of time allotted to each type of bus.  I think 
that depending on your trainee; the trainer should 
have the freedom to recognize where more time 
needs to be spent with each group.  I think that 5 
additional hours of transit time is sufficient, and 
anyone who wants to provide more is certainly 
allowed to do so.   
 
Loudoun County - The proposed requirement for an 
additional eight hours of behind-the-wheel training 
for drivers of type-D buses should be worded in a 
different manner.  As in our case, we perform most 
of the behind-the-wheel training in type-D buses as 
we are rapidly progressing to a total type-D fleet.  I 
would suggest changing the wording to:  "Drivers of 
type-D school buses must received at least 12 of the 
required 20 hours of behind-the-wheel training in a 
type-D school bus" or "drivers must receive the 
majority of their behind-the-wheel training in the 
style of school bus they will primarily be operating."  
My point is additional training needs should  
be assessed by the trainer.  As proposed this is not 
productive time. 
The proposed requirement for an additional six hours 
of instruction for drivers transporting students with 
disabilities is also misdirected.  Most buses in 
Loudoun County, as well as in the nation, I imagine, 
have at least one or two special needs students on the 
bus.  The way the proposal is written all drivers 
would then need such additional training.  The real 
intent of the proposal, I assume, is meant for those 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
The Department of Education recommends the 
revisions originally proposed.   
 
The DOT physical will be reviewed by the 
Department and recommendations will be made at a 
later date. 
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drivers operating primarily bus routes with special 
needs students.  If this is so, I am not sure a generic 
six hours of training is adequate.  Most of such 
training is directed to the special needs of the 
students being transported.  We provide general 
training to all drivers concerning the special needs 
population but specific training must be provided for 
the needs of the students on board each bus.  I also 
do not believe the Department of Education can 
provide much in the way of a useful curriculum for 
this training, as it is very student specific.  I would 
suggest imbedding a generic module in the driver-
training curriculum for special needs service and 
explain how each driver could expect additional 
student specific training. 
We also need to make the entire training program 
address the importance and training needs of the bus 
attendants.  Even with the additional training 
provided to the driver, it is the Attendant that cares 
for these students generally not the driver.  Let's 
address this in the proposed regulations, it will do a 
lot more good for our special needs students than 
additional training for drivers. 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
Norfolk - The new language allows local school 
divisions to determine the amount of training and a 
schedule.  Current language requires a total of four 
hours (2 before school begins and 2 during the 
second half).  The original language and training 
requirements (4 hours) should be reinstated at a 
minimum. 
 
Virginia Beach - The required in-service training 
needs to be spelled out in the regulations.  In many 
post-accident cases when litigation follows, one of 
the things the other side questions most is the low 
state standard for the continuous training of school 
bus drivers. 
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------------------------------------------ 
8 VAC 20-70-340 - Highway Driving 
Section 46.2-339 of the Code of Virginia requires that no 
person shall drive a school or activity bus upon a highway in 
the Commonwealth unless such person has had a reasonable 
amount of experience in driving motor vehicles, and shall have 
passed a special examination indicating the ability to operate a 
school bus without endangering the safety of pupil passengers 
and persons using the highway. 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 
8 VAC 20-70-350  Training 

 
Fairfax - We request that the 8 hour minimum be 
restored as originally proposed by the advisory 
committee and as contained in the 2000 National 
School Transportation Specifications and 
Procedures.  Leaving it to local discretion could 
make it too easy for a locality to reduce or eliminate 
needed training in ignorance or in the face of budget 
restrictions. 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends the original revised 
language that represents a consensus of statewide 
committees.  "In service training (at least four hours 
before opening of schools and at least four hours 
during the second half of the school year)… 
VAPT commends the Board for supporting increased 
pre-service training for drivers of Type D and 
specially equipped school buses.  However, 
continuing education is a vital part of the training 
program. 
Training of drivers and maintenance of school buses 
are the "life blood" of the pupil transportation 
industry.  The National School Transportation 
Specifications and Procedures May 2000 report 
suggests a minimum of eight hours of in-service 
training annually.  
Currently, new Virginia school bus drivers have to 
meet the minimum requirement established by the 
National Conference on School Transportation in 
1990.  If the proposed Board's recommendation is 
approved, a driver who successfully completes this 
pre-service training  
has no requirement to receive any additional training 
throughout his/her driving career. 
In fact, in some instances a driver could leave the 
profession and return to driving without any required 
additional training. 
 
Loudoun County - I agree with this proposed change.  
We have spent way too much time making sure we 
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Drivers of Type D buses must complete eight additional hours 
of training behind-the-wheel. 
 
Every driver who transports students with disabilities shall 
receive an additional six hours of appropriate instruction, 
training, and demonstration from an approved instructor using 
Department of Education approved curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

met the requirements instead of providing the needs 
as determined at the local level. 
 
Henrico County - Recommends that the original 
language not change.  It is important each year that 
the drivers remind and improve their  skills, attitudes 
and knowledge of safety programs and vehicle safety 
components to the maximize benefits for the pupils. 
 
Chesterfield County (Superintendent) - The 
Department of Pupil Transportation in Chesterfield 
offers a training program that exceeds all current 
state training and in-service requirements, however, I 
understand that not every school division is in a 
position to provide this to its drivers.  For example, 
in Chesterfield, drivers receive two days of driver 
improvement, two days of assertive discipline, and 
three days of first aid classes  
every three years.  Additionally, each driver receives 
at least six hours of in-service training in August and 
another six hours in January. 
Although classes, workshops, conferences, etc. have 
improved over the years, there are limited 
opportunities for school bus drivers to receive staff 
development beyond the school division's in-service 
meetings.  If the Board's proposed change is 
approved, it is possible that new drivers may not 
receive any additional training during their entire 
career. 
A May 2000 report suggests a minimum of eight (8) 
hours of in-service training annually.  Current 
Virginia regulations require two hours prior to the 
beginning of school and two hours in the second 
semester.  I support the state committee's suggested 
recommendation to increase the in-service 
requirement from two hours to four hours prior to the 
opening of school and from two hours to four hours 
during the second semester. 
However, I understand the budget constraints faced 
by many school divisions and as a minimum, I would 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
Change language to: 
 
"No person shall drive a school or activity bus upon 
a highway in the Commonwealth unless such person 
has had a reasonable amount of experience in driving 
motor vehicles, and shall have passed a special 
examination indicating the ability to operate a school 
bus without endangering the safety of pupil 
passengers and persons using the highway as stated 
in Section 46.2-339 of the Code of Virginia.”  
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Change the number of hours from 40 to 48. 
 
Language will read:  
"Completed a minimum of 24 classroom hours and 
24 hours of behind-the-wheel training.  A minimum 
of 10 hours of the 24 hours of behind-the-wheel shall 
involve the operation of a bus with pupils on board 
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support restoring the original language to require two 
hours prior to the opening of school and two hours 
during the second semester. 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Loudoun County - I do not like the proposal.  This 
wording seems to be taking the state "off-the-hook" 
to provide guidance with the conflict of federal law 
interpreting the pre-trip inspection rules.  Do we 
inspect before each load of students, after each 
morning, midday, and afternoon run, or what?  I was 
content with the use of the word "daily."  This just 
sets the stage for everyone to interpret the frequency 
of this inspection in a different manner.  Leave 
"daily" in! 
 
----------------------------------- 
Norfolk - Under the proposed regulations before you, 
this section is suggested for repeal.  We feel this 
section is critical to establishing direction and 
responsibility for discipline on school buses.  
Schools have the ultimate authority to discipline 
students; drivers must report infractions.  The section 
also makes it perfectly clear that drivers are not to 
put students off the bus for disciplinary reasons.  
This repeal goes against the recommendation of the 
advisory committee which reviewed these 
regulations with the department. 
 
VAPT - VAPT recommends leaving the original 
language. 
 
Henrico County - Recommends that the original 
language not change.  The importance to provide a 
safe and secure environment for all students 
transported on school and activity buses should be 
the highest priority.  The Code of Student Conduct in 

while under the direct supervision of a designated 
bus driver trainer.  All drivers shall receive training 
in the operation of a Type D bus and transportation 
of students with special needs.”  
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----------------------------------------- 
8 VAC 20-70-360 - Inservice Training -  
Inservice training (at least two hours before opening of schools 
and at least two hours during the second half of the school 
year) devoted to improving the skills, attitudes, and knowledge 
including orientation to maximize benefits of using safety 
programs and safety components shall be provided to all school 
or activity bus drivers.  Prior to the beginning of each school 
year, school divisions shall determine the amount of training 
and a schedule that is needed for experienced drivers and new 
drivers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henrico County Public Schools, applies to any 
student and it is enforced when he/she is on "school 
property, while traveling to school or from school, 
to, from and at bus stops, in School Board vehicles, 
in attendance at school or at any school-sponsored 
activity."  The school principal and/or designee is 
responsible for addressing the student's behavior. 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Loudoun County - This section is in conflict with 
many local divisions' personnel policies.  As in our 
case, employees are evaluated each year for three 
years, then with satisfactory performance we go to 
every other year.  The requirement for "annual" 
should be amended to allow for the compliance with 
local policy.  This could be accomplished by adding 
to the end of the first sentence in this section the 
following:  "or at the appropriate interval as dictated 
by local division policy."  Bus drivers are constantly 
"evaluated."  A formal evaluation is just a formality 
and would be best served to be in line with local 
personnel policy. 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Henrico County - We request an additional 
regulation as follows: 
20-70-530 Reference and appendices: 
References: 
1. National School Transportation 

Specifications and Procedures, 2000 
Revised Edition 

2. Virginia Commercial Driver's Manual, PRO 
60 July 2000 

3. 49 CFR Parts 382, et al., Controlled 
Substances & Alcohol Use and Testing, 
Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration (Omnibus 
Transportation Employee Testing Act of 
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1991) 
 
Appendices: 
1. Appendix A - Terms and Definitions (from 

the National School Transportation 
Specifications and Procedures, 2000 
Revised Edition, Pages 163 through 183, 
inclusive.) 

2. Appendix B - Motor Vehicle Laws of 
Virginia (List of references Sections of the 
Code of Virginia listed in these regulations) 

3. Appendix C - Vehicle Specifications 
(Department of Education publication to 
provide specifications and standards.) 

4. Appendix D - Preventive Maintenance 
Manual for Virginia School Buses 
(Department of Education publication to 
provide information regarding preventive 
maintenance program.) 
Appendix E - Virginia School Bus Driver 
Training Curriculum Guide (Department of 
Education publication to provide 
information regarding training and re-
training of school bus drivers and 
attendants.)  This regulation is requested to 
provide a reference source for local school 
divisions.  By including with the regulations 
this allows a quick look at information. 
 

---------------------------------- 
Based on public comments received, the Department 
of Education recommends reinstating the original 
language. 
 
Section would read: 
 
"Inservice training (at least two hours before opening 
of schools and at least two hours during the second 
half of the school year) devoted to improving the 
skills, attitudes, and knowledge including orientation 
to maximize benefits of using safety programs and 
safety components shall be provided to all school or 
activity bus drivers." 
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----------------------------------------- 
 
8 VAC 20-70-380 Pre-trip safety inspection 
The drivers of school and activity buses shall perform a daily 
pre-trip safety inspection of the vehicle immediately prior to 
transporting children.  The items checked and recorded shall be 
at least equal to the pre-trip inspection procedure as prescribed 
by the Department of Education. 
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------------------------------------------ 
8 VAC 20-70-390 Misconduct Reports - The drivers of 
school and activity buses shall report to the principal the 
misconduct of pupils on the school bus or at waiting stations or 
stops on the way to or from school and shall be guided by the 
principal's advice and direction, subject to the regulations of 
the school board.  When it becomes necessary for the driver to 
correct pupils, the driver shall stop at the nearest and safest 
place and restore order before proceeding.  In no case shall a 
driver put a pupil off the bus between the home and school as a 
disciplinary measure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Leave "daily" in and take out the word 
"immediately." 
 
Sentence will read: 
 
"The drivers of school and activity buses shall 
perform a daily pre-trip safety inspection of the 
vehicle prior to transporting children." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------- 
The Department of Education recommends that this 
section be deleted as originally proposed.   
 
School board policy as well as school policy provide 
guidelines on how to handle misconduct. 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 03 
 
 

 39

8 VAC 20-70-400 Performance Evaluation 
The performance of Each school and activity bus driver shall 
be evaluated by the transportation director or designee at least 
once each year.  The results of the evaluation shall be 
discussed with the driver and included in the driver's personnel 
file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------ 
 
Appendices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
The Department of Education recommends leaving 
the language as proposed.   
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----------------------------------- 
 
The Department of Education recommends no 
changes to the current Appendices. 
 
 
 

 
 


