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Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation

The Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and OnsitgeSeys&iem
Professional¢$Board) propose to: 1) add continuing professional education (CPE) as a
requirement for wastewater works operator license renewal, 2) liratysafbjects to at most
half of qualifying CPE (for both waterworks operator licenses and wastewaites operator
licenses) 3) allow the teaching of CPE courses to apply toward CPE credibvwijhe
development of CPE courses to apply toward CPE credit, 5) add distance learheng to t
definition of “Structured training activity,” 6) repeal obsolete, repetitand contradictory

language, and 7) make clarifying changes.

Result of Analysis

The benefits likely exceed the costs for all proposed changes.

Estimated Economic Impact

In order to comply with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirament
waterworks operators have been required to complete CPE via these regalater001.
According to the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulati@R)PBince 2001
it has been anticipated that EPA would make the same requirement for waestearas

operators. EPA has yet to do so.
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Nevertheless, the technology associated with wastewater managemeegmas
advancing and is expected to continue to advance at a rapid pace. According to DPOR, $1.4
billion dollars in upgrades to approximately 120 wastewater facilitiesddaa the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed are now needed to meet EPA water quality improvement stalasiswater
works operator license holders will need additional training in order to assuireuaogt
operator competency to operate the new technology and, thereby, protect thee@keBay
Watershed and the public. Not all of Virginia is in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, but
wastewater works in other parts of the Commonwealth will likely upgrade tbeirdldgy as
well eventually, even if it is not as soon as in the Chesapeake Bay Watershedthd Basard
proposes to require that wastewater works operators complete CPE duringegeartwenewal

cycle in order to renew their license.

For each class of licensure, the proposed required amount of CPE per two-y&at rene
cycle is the same for both waterworks operators and wastewater wortoogel6 contact
hours for Class 4, and 20 contact hours for Classes 1, 2, and 3. DPOR states thatksaadvor
wastewater facilities may conduct and document their own CPE training taheeeteds of
their facility, and that training can apply toward the CPE contact hours rédoirkcense
renewal. The agency also reports that for licensees taking outside CPipithédost of
continuing education is from $30 to $90 per contact hour.” This works out to $480 to $1,440 for
Class 4 licenses, and $600 to $1,800 for Classes 1, 2, and 3. The potential consequences of not
requiring CPE for wastewater works operators include the contamination af pablprivate
waters through inadequate work due to ignorance of proper procedures in use of newdgchnol
A significant portion of wastewater works operators would likely keep up with tessary
knowledge to competently practice without the CPE requirement. The proposedmequiier
CPE will likely increase that portion though. The increase in number of licembeagmain
competent and the increase in depth of relevant knowledge for those who would have been
competent anyway is not known; but the benefits from the reduced risk to water dkelity |

exceeds the costs.

The Board also proposes to limit safety-themed subjects to at most haéflidyigg CPE
(for both waterworks operator licenses and wastewater works operatoesizeifie apparent
reasoning is that there has been and should remain a significant emphasisnpottant

subject of safety, but that other areas that are necessary for competece: pnay be
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overlooked if CPE is dominated by safety instruction. To the extent that this proposal
encourages greater education in advancements in non-safety areas of Wwatendavastewater

works operations without compromising safety, this proposal should create a ndt benefi

Though the Board proposes to limit the amount of safety-themed qualifying CR, it a
proposes three additional methods of obtaining qualifying CPE: distance ledéneing,
development of license-relevant CPE courses, and the teaching of lickewseir€PE courses.
Currently Internet-based courses and other methods of distance learmiog) aceepted for
CPE credit. Under the proposed regulations distance learning can qualifiyEocredit as long
as it is determined that it meets all other CPE criteria. This proposed c¢hatepely beneficial
in that it has the potential to reduce travel and time costs for licensees, aatlawaglatively
isolated licensees greater opportunity to take relevant courses. Develamuogse and teaching
a class both involve adding depth of understanding. Given that CPE courses developed and/or
taught must be pertinent to the license in question to qualify for CPE credippiegehnd
teaching these courses add depth of knowledge in license-relevant topicsgiiihgsCPE
credit for developing and teaching these courses increases knowledgeatréde protecting the
public and the proposal creates net benefit.

Businesses and Entities Affected

The proposed amendments affect the 2,583 licensed wastewater works opethtors i
commonwealtt, wastewater works facilities, colleges that offer instruction refetca

waterworks and wastewater works operations, and the public.

Localities Particularly Affected

The proposed amendments do not disproportionately affect particular localities.

Projected Impact on Employment

The proposal to require CPE for wastewater works operator license renayal

moderately increase employment for providers of such instruction.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property
The proposed amendments are unlikely to significantly affect the use and vatuat

property.
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Small Businesses: Costs and Other Effects

As most waterworks operator licensees and wastewater works opeaiseés work for
public entities, and most license-relevant CPE courses are provided by pulbbs et

proposed amendments are unlikely to significantly affect small businesses.

Small Businesses: Alternative Method that Minimizes Adverse Impact

As most waterworks operator licensees and wastewater works opeaiseés work for
public entities, and most license-relevant CPE courses are provided by pubbs et

proposed amendments are unlikely to significantly affect small businesses.

Real Estate Development Costs

The proposed amendments are unlikely to significantly affect real dstagpment

costs.

Legal Mandate

The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economit ofripac
proposed regulation in accordance with Section 2.2-4007.04 of the Administrative Protcess A
and Executive Order Number 36 (06). Section 2.2-4007.04 requires that such economic impact
analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or adser entit
to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of besrass
other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and eraptqyositions to
be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities toempbermomply with the
regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property. Further, if the proposed
regulation has adverse effect on small businesses, Section 2.2-4007.04 requsteshthat
economic impact analyses include (i) an identification and estimate of theenofrsmall
businesses subject to the regulation; (ii) the projected reporting, recorttkesmi other
administrative costs required for small businesses to comply with thetreguiacluding the
type of professional skills necessary for preparing required reports and otbereths; (iii) a
statement of the probable effect of the regulation on affected small busjraesb€s) a

description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods o¥iachibe purpose of the

! Data Source: Department of Professional and Odimzd Regulation
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regulation. The analysis presented above represents DPB’s besteesfithase economic

impacts.
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