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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
BOARD OF EDUCATION
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
MINUTES
October 27, 2016

The Board of Education met at the James Monroe State Office Building, Jefferson
Conference Room, 22" Floor, Richmond, with the following members present:

Dr. Billy K. Cannaday, Jr., President Mr. James H. Dillard
Mrs. Joan E. Wodiska, Vice President Mr. Daniel A. Gecker
Mrs. Diane T. Atkinson Mrs. Elizabeth V. Lodal
Dr. Oktay Baysal Mr. Sal Romero, Jr.

Mr. Wesley J. Bellamy

Dr. Steven R. Staples, Superintendent of
Public Instruction

Dr. Cannaday called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.
MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Dr. Cannaday asked for a moment of silence and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Atkinson made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2016, meeting
of the Board. The motion was seconded by Dr. Baysal and carried unanimously. Mr. Bellamy
was not present for the vote. Copies of the minutes had been distributed in advance of the
meeting.

The Board took action to correct a vote from the Wednesday, October 26, 2016, meeting
of the Committee of the Standards of Quality. Mrs. Wodiska made a motion to approve the
minutes of the September 21, 2016, meeting of the Committee of the Standards of Quality (rather
than the July 27, 2016, meeting minutes). The motion was seconded by Mrs. Atkinson and
carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS/RECOGNITIONS

Resolutions of Recognition were presented to the following organizations to
commemorate November 2016 as Family Involvement in Education Month:
e Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center;
e Center for Family Involvement;
e Virginia PTA,;
e Henrico County Public Schools; and
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e Hanover County Public Schools.

Resolutions of Recognition were presented to the following school divisions that were
awarded the U. S. Department of Education’s Green Ribbon School Award:

e Charlottesville City Public Schools; and
e Virginia Beach City Public Schools.

Resolutions of Recognition were presented to the following school divisions that met
Governor McAuliffe’s Environmental Literacy Challenge for Systemic Sustainability:

e King William County Public Schools; and
e Virginia Beach City Public Schools.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The following persons spoke during public comment:

Kate Grisdale, member of the Virginia Academy of School Psychologists and school
psychologist in Page County, spoke on proposed changes to the Standards of Quality
Jackie Jones, past president of the Virginia Academy of School Psychologists and school
psychologist in Prince William County, spoke on proposed changes to the Standards of
Quality

Marie Tucker spoke on the proposed Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and
Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Virginia

Kevin Koziol, independent living coordinator with the disAbility Resource Center in
Fredericksburg, spoke on the proposed Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and
Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Virginia

Shakthi Ramasamy, a student at George H. Moody Middle School in Henrico County,
spoke on health and physical education

Shelly Montante spoke on the proposed Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and
Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Virginia

Dr. Rita Bishop, superintendent, Roanoke City Public Schools, spoke on the division’s
request for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School

Andrew Larkin, senior program assistant, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), spoke on the Science and Environmental Literacy Diploma Seal
Heather Luke spoke on the proposed Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and
Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Virginia

Michael Hasley, representing the Virginia Social Studies Leaders Consortium, spoke on
the proposed Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines

Paul Nichols, superintendent, Mecklenburg County Public Schools, representing the
Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS), spoke on the proposed
Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

Dr. Rosa Atkins, superintendent, Charlottesville City Public Schools, representing the
Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS), spoke on the proposed
Accreditation Matrix

Dr. Rick Clemons, superintendent, Gloucester County Public Schools, representing the
Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS), spoke on proposed changes to
the Standards of Quality
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e Rachael Deane, staff attorney with Just Children, spoke on the proposed revisions to the
Standards of Quality

e Megan Watkins, attorney with Just Children, spoke on the proposed Regulations
Governing the Use of Seclusion and Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary
Schools in Virginia

e Beth Hardy, school board member, Goochland County Public Schools, representing the
Virginia School Boards Association (VSBA), spoke on the proposed Model Policy
Regarding Political Candidates and Public Officials and the Model Policy Regarding
Controversial Issues

e Tom Smith, representing the Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS),
spoke on the proposed Model Policy Regarding Political Candidates and Public Officials
and the Model Policy Regarding Controversial Issues

e Sarah Gross, representing the Virginia Education Coalition, spoke on the proposed
changes to the Standards of Quality

e Jamie Liban, executive director of the ARC of Virginia, spoke on the proposed
Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and Restraint in Public Elementary and
Secondary Schools in Virginia

e Katherine Olson, representing Voices of Virginia, People First, and other self-advocacy
groups for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, spoke on the proposed
Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and Restraint in Public Elementary and
Secondary Schools in Virginia

e Jim Livingston, president, Virginia Education Association, spoke on the proposed
revisions to the Standards of Quality

e Dr. Gabriel Reich, history and social science teacher educator at Virginia Commonwealth
University, spoke on the proposed Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines

e Robin Gahan, with the American Heart Association, spoke on the Regulations Governing
Nutritional Guidelines for Competitive Foods Available for Sale in the Public Schools

e Lauren Schmidt with the School Nutrition Association of Virginia, spoke on the
Regulations Governing Nutritional Guidelines for Competitive Foods Available for Sale in
the Public Schools

o Gloria Rockhold, vice-chair, Virginia Latino Advisory Board, spoke on the proposed
Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

o Kelly Harris-Braxton, executive director, Virginia First Cities, spoke on the proposed
changes to the Standards of Quality

e Kandise Lucas spoke on the proposed Regulations Governing the Use of Seclusion and
Restraint in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Virginia

e Tichi Pinkney Eppes, member, Richmond City School Board, spoke on the division-level
academic review for Richmond City Public Schools

CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Gecker made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Mrs.
Atkinson and carried unanimously.

A. Final Review of Financial Report on Literary Fund

With the Board’s approval of the consent agenda, the Board approved the financial report
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on the Literary Fund as of June 30, 2016.

B. Final Review of Proposed Board of Education Meeting Dates for 2017

With the Board’s approval of the consent agenda, the Board approved its meeting dates for
2017. They are as follows:

Each business meeting will begin at 9:00 am unless otherwise announced by the Board President.

Thursday, January 26
*Thursday, February 23
Thursday, March 23
Thursday, April 27
Thursday, May 25
Thursday, June 22
**Thursday, July 27
Thursday, September 28
Thursday, October 26
Thursday, November 16

Standing committee meeting dates for 2017 are noted below. Committee meetings will begin at
10:00 am unless otherwise announced by the Board President.

Wednesday, January 25
Wednesday, February 22
Wednesday, March 22
Wednesday, April 26
Wednesday, May 24
Wednesday, June 21
Wednesday, July 26
Wednesday, September 27
Wednesday, October 25
Wednesday, November 15

The term of office for the President and Vice-President of the Board is July 2015 - July 2017.

*The Vice-President’s appointment expires January 29, 2017; therefore, an election to fill the
Vice-President vacancy may take place at the February 23, 2017, meeting.

**An election for the President and Vice-President of the Board will take place at the July 27,
2017, meeting.

C. Final Review of Revisions to Family Life Education Board of Education Guidelines and
Standards of Learning for Virginia Public Schools

With the Board’s approval of the consent agenda, the Board approved revisions to the
Family Life Education Board of Education Guidelines and Standards of Learning for Virginia
Public Schools. The following is a summary of the revisions:
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 Students will understand appropriate use of cell phones and other social media.

 Students will recognize and learn how to react to being influenced or coerced into selling their bodies for
financial gain.

» A new standard was added pertaining to recognizing human trafficking as a crime, recognizing that victims
may be male or female, and how laws provide protection.

* New language related to the permanency of misuse of social media and text messaging, along with criminal
penalties for engaging in sexually explicit communication, has been added.

» A new standard was added for exploring safety issues associated with the Internet.

» New language for recognizing signs of human sex trafficking and how to seek adult assistance is included in
the revisions.

+ Students will identify messages about sexuality found in advertising, media, music and videos, television,
films, the Internet, printed material, and graffiti.

ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS

D. Final Review of Requests for Rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School from
Thirty-Six Schools Divisions

Ms. Beverly Rabil, director, Office of School Improvement, Division of Student
Assessment and School Improvement, presented this item. Ms. Rabil’s presentation included the
following:

e 8 VAC 20-131-300.C (Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Virginia Public Schools) states
that a school shall be rated Accreditation Denied based on its academic performance and its failure to
achieve the minimum threshold for the graduation and completion index required to be rated Fully
Accredited or Provisionally Accredited-Graduation Rate, for the preceding three consecutive years or for
three consecutive years anytime thereafter.

e Asoutlined in 8 VAC 20-131-315, as an alternative to the memorandum of understanding required for
schools rated Accreditation Denied, a local school board may choose to reconstitute the school and apply to
the Board of Education for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School. The application shall
include specific responses that address all areas of deficiency that resulted in the Accreditation Denied
status.

e Ifalocal school board chooses to reconstitute a school, it may annually apply for an accreditation rating of
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School as provided for in 8 VAC 20-131-300.C.5. The Partially
Accredited: Reconstituted School rating may be granted for a period not to exceed three years if the school is
making progress toward a rating of Fully Accredited in accordance with the terms of the Board of
Education’s approval of the reconstitution application. The school will revert to a status of Accreditation
Denied if it fails to meet the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the three-year term or if
it fails to have its annual application for such rating renewed.

e Following the implementation of revised assessments in mathematics in 2011-2012 and revised reading,
writing, and science assessments in 2012-2013, ninety-nine (99) schools have not been Fully Accredited for
three consecutive years and are not Fully Accredited in 2016-2017.

e  Each school must meet the definition of reconstitution. As defined by the Fast Track Regulations
Establishing Standards for Accrediting Virginia Public Schools (SOA), reconstitution is defined as a process
that may be used to initiate a range of accountability actions to improve pupil performance, curriculum, and
instruction to address deficiencies that caused a school to be rated Accreditation Denied that may include,
but not be limited to, restructuring a school's governance, instructional program, staff or student population.


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+reg+8VAC20-131-300
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School

Reconstitution Type

Amelia County Public Schools

Amelia County Middle School (Gr.5-8)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Ambherst County Public
Schools

Amelon Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Bedford County Public
Schools

Moneta Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Caroline County Public
Schools

Caroline Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Charlotte County Public
Schools

Bacon District Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Chesapeake City Public
Schools

Camelot Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Chesapeake City Public
Schools

George W. Carver Intermediate School
(Paired school with Portlock Gr. 3-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Chesapeake City Public
Schools

Portlock Primary School
(Paired school with Carver Gr.PK-2)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Chesapeake City Public
Schools

Rena B. Wright Primary School
(Paired school with Truitt Gr.PK-2)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Chesapeake City Public
Schools

Truitt Intermediate School
(Paired school with Wright Gr.3-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Cumberland County Public
Schools

Cumberland Elementary School (Gr.PK-4)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Cumberland County Public
Schools

Cumberland Middle School (Gr.5-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Danville City Public Schools

G. L. H. Johnson Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Danville City Public Schools

Schoolfield Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Essex County Public Schools

Essex Intermediate School (Gr.5-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Fairfax County Public Schools

Mount Vernon Woods Elementary School
(Gr.PK-6)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Greensville County Public
Schools

Belfield Elementary School (Gr.5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Greensville County Public
Schools

Greensville Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Greensville County Public
Schools

Edward W. Wyatt Middle School (Gr.5-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Halifax County Public Schools

Sinai Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Halifax County Public Schools

Halifax County Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program

Hampton City Public Schools

Aberdeen Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Hampton City Public Schools

Alfred S. Forrest Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Hampton City Public Schools

Captain John Smith Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Hampton City Public Schools

John Tyler Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Hampton City Public Schools

C. Alton Lindsay Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Hampton City Public Schools

Jefferson Davis Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Instructional Program

Harrisonburg City Public
Schools

Thomas Harrison Middle School (Gr.5-8)

Governance and
Instructional Program
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School

Reconstitution Type

Henrico County Public
Schools

Anthony Mehfoud Elementary School
(Paired school with Varina Gr.PK-2)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Cashell Donahoe Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Fair Oaks Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Harold Macon Ratcliffe Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Sandston Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Varina Elementary School
(Paired school with Mehfoud Gr.3-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Henrico County Public
Schools

Brookland Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program, Staff and
Student Population

Hopewell City Public Schools

Patrick Copeland Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Hopewell City Public Schools

Carter G. Woodson Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Lancaster County Public
Schools

Lancaster Middle School (Gr.4-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Lancaster County Public
Schools

Lancaster High School (Gr.9-12)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Lynchburg City Public
Schools

Dearington Elementary School for
Innovation (Gr.PK-5)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Lynchburg City Public
Schools

Linkhorne Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Lynchburg City Public
Schools

Perrymont Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, and
Instructional Program

Lynchburg City Public
Schools

E. C. Glass High School (Gr.9-12)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Madison County Public
Schools

Madison Primary School (Paired school
with Waverly Yowell Gr. PK-2)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Madison County Public
Schools

Waverly Yowell Elementary School (Paired
school with Madison Gr. 3-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Manassas City Public Schools

Grace E. Metz Middle School (Gr.7-8)

Instructional Program

Martinsville City Public
Schools

Albert Harris Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Martinsville City Public
Schools

Martinsville High School (Gr.9-12)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Mecklenburg County Public
Schools

South Hill Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Mecklenburg County Public
Schools

Park View Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Newport News City Public
Schools

Joseph H. Saunders Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program,
Staff and Student
Population

Newport News City Public
Schools

L. F. Palmer Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Newport News City Public
Schools

T. Ryland Sanford Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Newport News City Public
Schools

Heritage High School (Gr.9-12)

Instructional Program
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School

Reconstitution Type

Norfolk City Public Schools

Chesterfield Academy Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Norfolk City Public Schools

Coleman Place Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Norfolk City Public Schools

Norview Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Norfolk City Public Schools

Sherwood Forrest Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Norfolk City Public Schools

St. Helena Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Norfolk City Public Schools

Tanners Creek Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Norfolk City Public Schools

James Blair Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Instructional Program

Norfolk City Public Schools

Lake Taylor High School (Gr.9-12)

Instructional Program

Northampton County Public
Schools

Occohannock Elementary School (Gr.PK-6)

Instructional Program

Nottoway County Public
Schools

Blackstone Primary School (Gr.PK-4)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Nottoway County Public
Schools

Nottoway Intermediate School (Gr.5-6)

Instructional Program

Nottoway County Public
Schools

Nottoway Middle School (Gr.7-8)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Petersburg City Public

J. E. B. Stuart Elementary School (Gr.K-5)

Governance, Instructional

Schools Program and Staff
Petersburg City Public i Governance, Instructional
Schools Robert E. Lee Elementary School (Gr.K-5) Program and Staff

Portsmouth City Public
Schools

Brighton Elementary School (Gr.PK-6)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Portsmouth City Public
Schools

Douglas Park Elementary School (Gr.PK-6)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Portsmouth City Public
Schools

Parkview Elementary School (Gr.PK-6)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Portsmouth City Public
Schools

Westhaven Elementary School (Gr.PK-6)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Portsmouth City Public
Schools

William E. Waters Middle School (Gr.7-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Prince Edward County Public
Schools

Prince Edward Elementary School
(Gr.PK-4)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Pulaski County Public Schools

Pulaski Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Instructional Program

Richmond City Public Schools

Blackwell Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program, Staff and
Student Population

Richmond City Public Schools

Chimborazo Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

George Mason Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program, Staff and
Student Population

Richmond City Public Schools

G. H. Reid Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

Ginter Park Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program

Richmond City Public Schools

J. L .Francis Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program,
Staff and Student
Population

Richmond City Public Schools

Miles Jones Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School

Reconstitution Type

Richmond City Public Schools

Oak Grove/Bellemeade Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

Overby-Sheppard Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

Westover Hills Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

Woodville Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Richmond City Public Schools

Thomas Jefferson High School (Gr.9-12)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Roanoke City Public Schools

Garden City Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Roanoke City Public Schools

Hurt Park Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Roanoke City Public Schools

Westside Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Rockbridge County Public
Schools

Natural Bridge Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Suffolk City Public Schools

Booker T. Washington Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Suffolk City Public Schools

Elephants Fork Elementary School (Gr.PK-
5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Suffolk City Public Schools

Mack Benn Jr. Elementary School
(Gr.PK-5)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Suffolk City Public Schools

Kings Fork Middle School (Gr.6-8)

Governance, Instructional
Program and Staff

Waynesboro City Public
Schools

Wenonah Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Instructional Program and
Staff

Waynesboro City Public

William Perry Elementary School

Instructional Program and

Schools (Gr.PK-5) Staff
Waynesboro City Public Kate Collins Middle School Instructional Program and
Schools (Gr.6-8) Staff

Westmoreland County Public
Schools

Cople Elementary School (Gr.PK-5)

Governance and
Instructional Program

Recommendations for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School are the result of examining a
preponderance of evidence, with Standards of Learning data being the strongest or leading evidence. In
addition to application criteria (described in the paragraph below), the following broad areas are considered
in the review process for the 2016-2017 requests for reconstitution.

o Improvement outcome data/positive trends in data

o New leadership in the building with a track record of success in improvement

o Positive observations of capacity and commitment of the division to improvement

o Evidence of experiencing an extreme set of circumstances with an outcome based plan to

prevent/solve the problem for the coming year(s)

Applications for reconstitution are reviewed focusing on student performance data, areas of reconstitution,
and the rationale for the trajectory of progress expected. The following criteria are used for the application
review.

o Demonstration of improvement in Standards of Learning achievement data in both warned and non-
warned academic subjects (Did the data show improvement, decline, or have no change?)
Evidence of how the proposed reconstitution practices differ from the existing practices
Relevance of the anticipated impact of the proposed actions to the reconstitution plan
Expectations for measurable impact on student achievement
Clearly defined practices that ultimately improve student achievement

O O O O
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o Presence of a reasonable and rigorous trajectory of expected measureable progress
o Description of family engagement strategies for the school including the anticipated impact on
student achievement

Technical Assistance

All schools granted ratings of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School will participate in technical
assistance sessions provided by the Office of School (OSI). OSI technical assistance sessions for the 2016-
2017 school year will focus on the comprehensive needs assessment component of continuous school
improvement planning. Additionally schools rated Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School will have
triannual meetings with OSI, the support of an OSI contractor, and the opportunity to select from the newly
developed OSI/VDOE Technical Assistance Menu. Additional differentiated support will be provided as
needs are identified through the development of the Reconstitution Agreement.

Board discussion:

e Mrs. Atkinson summarized the discussion from the previous day’s meeting of the
Committee for School and Division Accountability. The meeting helped Board
members understand better the process used by VDOE staff to make the
recommendations for each school and have confidence that careful, deliberative,
multi-faceted, and equitable recommendations have been made.

e Dr. Cannaday invited Board members to address any additional questions about
Roanoke City Public Schools to Dr. Rita Bishop, superintendent, Roanoke City Public
Schools, who had addressed the Board about the city’s schools during public
comment.

e Mrs. Wodiska noted that additional assistance would be provided to the two schools as
a result of being denied Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School status, and asked
why the school division would not want that assistance. Dr. Bishop indicated that
Roanoke City Public Schools had already hired two staff members to work with Hurt
Park and Westside Elementary Schools full time every day, providing more assistance
than that offered by the state.

e Mr. Bellamy asked what confidence the Board should have that these individuals
would be effective. Dr. Bishop indicated the new personnel have an impressive track
record, know the material, and are respected and trusted by staff.

e Mr. Bellamy asked what kind of support was provided by the state. Ms. Rabil
indicated that Accreditation Denied status has several layers of support. The VDOE
assigns an approved contractor trained by the Office of School Improvement to obtain
the context of the school and offers technical assistance across the state. It conducts
an onsite team visit and meets face to face with school and division leaders to share
the results of the visit, which are included in the corrective action plan for the school.
However, VDOE staff and contractors are not on the ground in the school every day;

e Mrs. Atkinson noted that the schools have been struggling for a number of years and
wondered how problems could have continued in the school so long before they were
noticed. Dr. Bishop said that Roanoke City had six schools in Partially Accredited
status prior to last year. The individual assigned to work with the schools went on
medical leave for a month almost immediately. The school division redistributed its
instructional team’s expertise among the schools, so they had the benefit of the full
team, resulting in first benchmarks that looked good. When the individual returned
from medical leave, the second benchmarks showed a decline. With the departure of
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the individual working with the schools, the school division has spent a great deal of
time rebuilding trust between the teachers and the division staff.

Mrs. Wodiska thanked Dr. Bishop for owning the staffing situation and asked about
the process in place now to encourage early identification of issues. Dr. Bishop stated
that during the summer, the school division team began to replicate in the two schools
the strategies implemented in the three successful schools.

Mr. Romero asked about the role that parents and other stakeholders would be playing
in the new plan. Dr. Bishop indicated the schools had family nights planned along with
parent education events. They have been working on outreach to take involvement to
parents rather than asking parents to come to the schools. School staff has a can-do
attitude and are making phone calls to parents, sending packets home to parents, and
asking about meeting times convenient to parents. Dr. Bishop noted the school board’s
significant investment in a reading program to help improve student performance.
Mrs. Lodal thanked Dr. Bishop for coming to the Board with passion and advocacy.
She noted the difficult position of the Board and that there are many schools with
similar profiles in the state. She found it alarming that a single individual could
impact so many people. Mrs. Lodal asked how long the Denied Status would exist if
the schools’ scores did not improve. Ms. Rabil indicated that Denied Status is year to
year. Mrs. Lodal observed that it appeared the schools’ faculties did not view the
VDOE’s assistance favorably. Dr. Bishop corroborated this observation. Mrs. Lodal
noted that as a respected school leader, Dr. Bishop should be able to help her staff
appreciate the need for the VBOE to be fair in implementing Board policies equally
across the state if they proceeded with the Accreditation Denied status for the two
schools. Dr. Bishop noted that she wanted to be sure the schools are receiving the help
they need, and she wants her own staff to provide that assistance.

Dr. Cannaday noted that Dr. Bishop has a strong history of academic leadership and
respect as a school leader. Accreditation is based on evidence of sustained progress
and student performance accomplished, not aspired. The schools in question have had
four years to make progress and have not been able to do so.

Mr. Gecker noted that unlike other school divisions, Roanoke has made a substantial
financial commitment to school improvement. He noted that VDOE allowed Roanoke
to proceed without assistance from the Department for the 2015-2016 school year. He
suggested approving the two schools for Partial Accreditation: Reconstituted School
status. He indicated that he believed that not denying these schools is what is best for
the students at this time.

Mrs. Wodiska indicated that she was also persuaded by Roanoke City’s argument. She
noted that staffing changes had been made. While she is concerned with fairness, she
noted several examples of school divisions where scores are not nearly as high as
those at the two Roanoke City schools, but they will be granted partial accreditation.
She noted that Roanoke City has in place the data capacity, leadership, staffing, and
investment of financial resources to support the schools. Granting partial accreditation
to the two schools would allow the VDOE to devote its time and resources to schools
that really need the assistance.

Mrs. Atkinson noted that other school divisions with lower scores are showing
progress whereas the two schools in Roanoke City have not shown progress. She
asked Dr. Bishop what structures were in so these issues would not occur again. Dr.
Bishop responded that she has a data team in place to check both schools weekly.
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Teachers are provided with a regular data snapshot. Those having problems receive
help in classroom management and instructional delivery. Academic coaches are
conducting constant data checks, and Dr. Bishop herself receives daily data reports.

Mr. Gecker made a motion to approve the superintendent’s recommendations for requests
for rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School for thirty-six school divisions, with the
exception of Hurt Park Elementary School and Westside Elementary School in Roanoke City
Public Schools. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Wodiska and passed 8 to 1, with Mr. Dillard
abstaining.

A request for a motion to approve the superintendent’s recommendation to deny the
request for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School for Hurt Park Elementary
School and Westside Elementary School in Roanoke City Public School failed.

Mrs. Wodiska made a motion to approve the request for a rating of Partially Accredited:
Reconstituted School from Roanoke City Public Schools for Hurt Park Elementary School and
Westside Elementary School (overriding the superintendent’s recommendation). The motion was
seconded by Mr. Gecker and passed 6 to 3, with Dr. Cannaday and Dr. Baysal voting against the
motion and Mr. Dillard abstaining.

Dr. Cannaday explained that his vote against the motion was due to the fact that the
VBOE’s accreditation is based on actual student performance. He noted that he made an effort to
apply the same set of rules for all when they are known well in advance, and that the accreditation
rules are grounded in student performance over a four-year period, not just one year.

The following table and comments reflect the actions of the VBOE, with the two Roanoke
City Schools (Hurt Park Elementary and Westside Elementary) noted in italics.

- Name of School Requesting Rating of Partially .

NAggOT Division Accredited: Reconstituted School Action Taken
ééﬂgl(;?SCounty Public Amelia County Middle School (Gr.5-8) Approve
g‘éﬂggﬁt County Rl Amelon Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Bedford County Public Moneta Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
Schools
Caroline County Public Caroline Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Schools
Charlotte County Public Bacon District Elementary School ADDrOVe
Schools (Gr.PK-5) PP
g:ﬁg?)?seake City Public Camelot Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
Chesapeake City Public George W. Carver Intermediate School ADDrOVe
Schools (Paired school with Portlock Gr. 3-5) PP
Chesapeake City Public Portlock Primary School ADDrOVe
Schools (Paired school with Carver Gr.PK-2) PP
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of Partially
Accredited: Reconstituted School

Action Taken

Chesapeake City Public

Rena B. Wright Primary School

Schools (Paired school with Truitt Gr.PK-2) Approve
Chesapeake City Public Truitt Intermediate School ADDIOVE
Schools (Paired school with Wright Gr.3-5) PP
Cumberland County
Public Schools Cumberland Elementary School (Gr.PK-4) Approve
Cumberland County .
Public Schools Cumberland Middle School (Gr.5-8) Approve
Danville City Public G. L. H. Johnson Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
Schools
Danville City Public Schoolfield Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
Schools
Essex County Public Essex Intermediate School (Gr.5-8) Approve
Schools
Fairfax County Public Mount Vernon Woods Elementary School (Gr.PK- A
pprove
Schools 6)
Greensville County Public Belfield Elementary School (Gr.5) Approve
Schools
gcrﬁgg?;”"e County Public Greensville Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
ggﬁgg?:'”e County Puglig Edward W. Wyatt Middle School (Gr.5-8) Deny
Halifax County Public —
Schools Sinai Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
gsr:g‘gi;County P Halifax County Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
gfr:?, 2:2” City Public Aberdeen Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
gfr:?, 2:2” CIQL"e Alfred S. Forrest Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
gg&gﬁgn City PuliQ Captain John Smith Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
gg&gﬁgn City Public John Tyler Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
gg&gﬁgn City Public C. Alton Lindsay Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Hampton City Public Jefferson Davis Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Schools
gggggfsnburg City Public Thomas Harrison Middle School (Gr.5-8) Approve
Henrico County Public Anthony Mehfoud Elementary School (Paired ADDrOVe
Schools school with Varina Gr.PK-2) PP
Henrico County Public Cashell Donahoe Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve

Schools
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Name of Division

Name of School Requesting Rating of Partially

Accredited: Reconstituted School

Action Taken

Henrico County Public

Schools Fair Oaks Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Henrico County Public Harold Macon Ratcliffe Elementary School Den
Schools (Gr.PK-5) y
g';?(;:;g County Public Sandston Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Henrico County Public Varina Elementary School ADDIOVe
Schools (Paired school with Mehfoud Gr.3-5) PP
Henrico County Public Brookland Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Schools

g'cohpoe(\)'\{;” City Public Patrick Copeland Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Deny
g'cohpoe(\)'\{;” City Public Carter G. Woodson Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Lancaster County Public Lancaster Middle School (Gr.4-8) Deny
Schools

Lancaster County Public .

Schools Lancaster High School (Gr.9-12) Approve
Lynchburg City Public Dearington Elementary School for Innovation ADDrove
Schools (Gr.PK-5) PP
IS‘XQSQE urg City Public Linkhorne Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Is‘é/r?ggﬂ urg City Public Perrymont Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Lynchburg City Public . )

Sehools E. C. Glass High School (Gr.9-12) Approve
Madison County Public Madison Primary School Den
Schools (Paired school with Waverly Yowell Gr.PK-2) y
Madison County Public Waverly Yowell Elementary School Den
Schools (Paired school with Madison Gr.3-5) y
Manassas City PUDKQ Grace E. Metz Middle School (Gr.7-8) Approve
Schools

g/lc ?]r('glonlzwlle City Public Albert Harris Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Martinsville City Public L .

Schools Martinsville High School (Gr.9-12) Approve
Mecklenburg County .

Public Schools South Hill Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Approve
Mecklenburg County . .

Public Schools Park View Middle School (Gr.6-8) Approve
Newport News City

Public Schools Joseph H. Saunders Elementary School (Gr.PK-5) Ap