
1 

State Board of Health 

April 10, 2024 - 9:00am 

Perimeter Center, Boardroom 2 

Members Present: Gary Critzer, Chair; Douglas Daniels, DVM; Michael Desjadon; Melissa 

Green; Anna Jeng, ScD, Lee Jones, DMD; Melissa Nelson, MD; Holly Puritz, MD; Ann B.R. 

Vaughters, MD; Mary Margaret Whipple; and Yesli Vega. 

Members Absent: Elizabeth Ruffin Harrison; Patricia Kinser, PhD., Vice Chair; Maribel Ramos; 

and Stacey Swartz, PharmD. 

Virginia Department of Health (VDH) Staff Present: Seth Austin, Director, Office of Vital 

Records; Brianna Bill, VDH Agency Star; Michael Capps, Senior Policy Analyst; Susan Fischer 

Davis, Chief Deputy Commissioner for Community Health Services; Tiffany Ford, Deputy 

Commissioner for Administration; Stephanie Gilliam, Deputy Director for Budget, Office of 

Financial Management; Julie Henderson, Director, Office of Environmental Health Services; Joe 

Hilbert, Deputy Commissioner for Governmental and Regulatory Affairs; Alexandra Jansson, 

Senior Policy Analyst; John Kotyk, Legislative and Regulatory Coordinator; VDH Agency Star, 

Cathy Peppers, Executive Assistant; Maria Reppas, Director, Office of Communications; John 

Ringer, Director, Public Health Planning and Evaluation; Karen Shelton, State Health 

Commissioner; and Rachel Stradling, Acting Deputy Commissioner for Population Health and 

Preparedness. 

Other Staff Present: Adam Hade, Assistant Attorney General; Dara Hechter, Health and Human 

Resources Fellow; Darrell W. Kuntz III, Assistant Attorney General; Robin Kurz, Senior 

Assistant Attorney General; and Allyson Tysinger, Senior Assistant Attorney General/Section 

Chief. 

Call to Order 

Mr. Critzer called the meeting to order at 9:08 am. 

Introductions 

Mr. Critzer welcomed those in attendance to the meeting. Mr. Critzer then started the 

introductions of the Board members and VDH staff present.  

Review of Agenda 

Ms. Jansson reviewed the agenda and the items contained in the Board’s binder. 

Approval of December 15, 2023, Minutes 

The minutes from the December 15 meeting were reviewed. Dr. Jones made a motion to approve 

the minutes, seconded by Dr. Vaughters.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Commissioner’s Report 

Dr. Shelton provided the Commissioner’s Report to the Board. She updated the Board on key 

issues and projects VDH is engaged in including: 

• Agency Stars
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• New VDH Personnel Welcome and Introductions

• Communicable Disease Update

• Workforce Development

• Accreditation Updates

• Naloxone Distribution Program

• Highlight: Maternal Health Roundtable

• Joint Commission on Healthcare (JCHC) Studies

• Joint Legislative and Audit Review Commission (JLARC) Study

• Internship Academy Look Ahead

There was discussion regarding the outreach to targeted groups for communicable diseases, 

workforce issues and the maternal health roundtable and initiatives.  

Regulatory Action Update 

Mr. Capps reviewed the summary of all pending VDH regulatory actions. 

There are 51 pending actions under development:  

• 11 NOIRAs

• 10 proposed actions

• 8 final actions

• 22 fast track actions

Since the December 2023 Board Meeting, the Commissioner approved seven regulatory actions 

on behalf of the Board while the Board was not in session. They were all results of a periodic 

review: 

• Disease Reporting and Control Regulations (12VAC5-90) where the recommendation

was to amend the regulations to conform the language to the Code of Virginia and the

Virginia Registrar of Regulations’ Form and Style Requirements for the Virginia Register

of Regulations and Virginia Administrative Code (“Style Guide”), reflect the best

available scientific evidence and recommendations, and reduce regulatory burden where

possible.

• Rabies Regulations (12VAC5-105) where the recommendation was to amend the

regulations to conform the language to Chapter 121 of the 2023 Acts of Assembly and to

the Style Guide, reflect current best practice, and reduce regulatory burden where

possible.

• Virginia Immunization Information System (12VAC5-115) where the recommendation

was to amend the regulations to conform the language to the Style Guide, update

processes and forms, and reduce regulatory burden where possible.

• Regulations Governing Cooperative Agreements (12VAC5-221) where the

recommendation was to amend the regulations to conform the language to the Style

Guide, address public comment, and reduce regulatory burden where possible.

• Regulations for Alternative Onsite Sewage Systems (12VAC5-613) where the

recommendation was to amend the regulations to conform the language to the Style

Guide, reflect updates in science and technology, current industry best practices, public

feedback, and to reduce regulatory burden where possible.

• Alternative Discharging Sewage Treatment Regulations for Individual Single-Family
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Dwellings (12VAC5-640) where the recommendation was to retain the regulations as is. 

• Schedule of Civil Penalties (12VAC5-650) where the recommendation was to retain the

regulations as is.

Since the December 2023 meeting the Commissioner has not taken any non-regulatory action on 

behalf of the Board while the Board was not in session.  

Mr. Capps advised the Board that there are 15 periodic reviews in progress: 

• 12 VAC 5-67  Advance Health Care Directive Registry

• 12 VAC 5-125 Regulations for Bedding and Upholstered Furniture Inspection Program

• 12 VAC 5-215 Rules and Regulations Governing Health Data Reporting

• 12 VAC 5-216 Methodology to Measure Efficiency and Productivity of Health Care

Institutions

• 12 VAC 5-217  Regulations of the Patient Level Data System

• 12 VAC 5-220  Virginia Medical Care Facilities Certificate of Public Need Rules and

Regulations

• 12 VAC 5-371  Regulations for the Licensure for Nursing Facilities

• 12 VAC 5-381  Home Care Organization Regulations

• 12 VAC 5-405  Rules Governing Private Review Agents

• 12 VAC 5-407  Regulations for the Submission of Health Maintenance Organization

Quality of Care Performance Information

• 12 VAC 5-507  Guidelines for General Assembly Nursing Scholarships and Loan

Repayment Program Requiring Service in Long-Term-Care Facility

• 12 VAC 5-520 Regulations Governing the State Dental Scholarship

• 12 VAC 5-545 Guidelines for the Nurse Educator Scholarship

• 12 VAC 5-590  Waterworks Regulations

• 12 VAC 5-620  Regulations Governing Application Fees for Construction Permits for

Onsite Sewage Disposal Systems and Private Wells

Public Comment Period 

There were 15 people signed up for the public comment period. The Board’s public comment 

period allows for a 20-minute period with 2 minutes per person. A motion to extend the public 

comment period by 10 minutes was made by Dr. Puritz, seconded by Dr. Jeng. The motion was 

approved by unanimous vote.  

Pamela Burnham, Julie Cumming, Tom Jeffries, Doris Knick, Sharon Landrum, and Carol 

Sargeant spoke regarding the health effects of non-ionizing radiation from Smart Meters. Sheila 

Furay, Lori Leonard, and Kathy Stevens spoke regarding COVID-19 vaccines. Appreciation and 

support for the proposed amendments to the Regulations for Summer Camps was expressed 

during the comment period by Maile Armstrong, Ann Warner, Gareth Kalfas, and Anthony 

Gomez. Support for the Rainwater Harvesting Regulations was made by Tyrone Jarvis. Human 

trafficking was commented on by Mary Ottinot, RN, BSN.    

Additional written comments can be found at the end of the minutes document. 
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Travel Preparations 

Ms. Jansson shared the process for reimbursement with the Board in preparation for the June 

2024 meeting.  She shared that the hotel and meeting spaces were still being finalized, but more 

information would be shared with the Board as it became available. 

Mr. Hilbert highlighted the potential agenda which included visiting the Norfolk Vector Control 

Operations Center and the Virginia Beach Human Resource Center on June 12th and the Board’s 

business meeting on June 13th at Norfolk State University.  

There was discussion around what time the educational tours on the 12th would begin and when 

Board members should arrive. 

Fast Track Amendments to Regulations Governing Vital Records 12VAC 5-550  

Mr. Austin presented the Fast Track Amendments to the Regulations Governing Vital Records. 

The amendments update language so that the public and government organizations have better 

direction concerning the responsibilities and requirements needed to perform their duties.  

The amendments should reduce the challenges faced by the public when determining how to 

register a vital event or request a copy of a vital record, will make the operations of the Office of 

Vital Records more transparent, and will improve clarity and readability to the regulations by 

conforming to the Form and Style Requirements for the Virginia Register of Regulations and 

Virginia Administrative Code published by the Virginia Registrar of Regulations. 

There was discussion regarding who owns the records and has access, particularly related to 

persons who may have protective orders; why certain fields like education are collected, and 

correcting minor typos.  

Dr. Nelson made a motion to approve the fast track amendments, seconded by Ms. Green. The 

motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Proposed Amendments to Regulations for Summer Camps 12VAC5-440 

Ms. Henderson presented the proposed amendments to the Regulations for Summer Camps.  The 

Board of Health promulgated the Regulations for Summer Camps in or before 1950; there have 

been no known amendments since the initial promulgation. Since the 1950’s there have been 

substantial changes to camp design, operation, and public health and safety standards. Over the 

past 70 years, the overnight summer camp industry has evolved, establishing national standards 

and voluntary certification from accreditation organizations, including the American Camps 

Association and Boy Scouts of America. Not every overnight summer camp in Virginia is 

accredited or part of a national organization. Inconsistency in camp operations throughout the 

Commonwealth and varying levels of participation in accreditation or adherence to national 

standards supports the need for statewide regulations that establish minimal health and safety 

provisions for overnight summer camp operations.   

The VDH Office of Environmental Health Services and a stakeholder workgroup of over 40 

industry representatives, collectively drafted, edited, and recommended the proposed 

amendments to the Regulations for Summer Camps. As part of the agency’s efforts to clarify and 
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improve the readability and understanding of the Regulations, VDH also addressed the 

establishment of and consistent use of defined terms and the style and formatting of regulatory 

content. The goal of the amendments are to collectively establish up-to-date basic health and 

safety standards for overnight summer camps. In addition, the agency proposes to rename the 

title of the regulations and definition of a summer camp to “Resident Camp” to reflect the 

overnight component rather than a seasonal assumption, as some overnight camps operate 

beyond the summer season. Henceforth the regulations are referred to as the “Regulations for 

Resident Camps.” Further, the effort seeks to amend and clarify the vague regulatory language 

and content that contributes to inconsistencies in interpretation and the enforcement of the 

regulation across the Commonwealth.  

There was discussion regarding how many people per year go through resident camps and 

security concerns regarding medical records that may be stored at the camp. 

A motion to approve the proposed amendments was made by Dr. Jeng with Dr. Jones seconding. 

The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  

Final Promulgation for the Rainwater Harvesting System Regulations 12VAC5-635  

Ms. Henderson presented the final Rainwater Harvesting System Regulations. These are new 

regulations to provide standards for the use of rainwater harvesting systems, including systems 

that collect rainwater for human consumption.  

Water used for human consumption in Virginia is currently provided from permitted waterworks 

and from private wells; both programs are regulated by VDH. However, a demand for another 

source of water supply exists where public source and groundwater availability is limited. For 

example, groundwater limitations may occur as (i) a result of natural scarcity or contamination, 

or (ii) in coastal areas under threat of inundation or saltwater intrusion. In addition, rainwater 

harvesting is an emerging technology with early adopters having interest in natural resource 

protection. The Uniform State Building Code relies upon VDH to provide water quality 

standards, including treatment standards for non-potable applications. The Regulations will allow 

VDH to provide assurance to building officials that rainwater harvesting systems applicable to 

both potable and non-potable use are protective of public health. 

To ensure systems installed pursuant to the Regulations are protective of human health, and that 

the Regulations are not unduly burdensome, rainwater harvesting systems are divided into four 

end tier uses. The highest end tier use – potable water – requires the greatest level of treatment 

and oversight.  The specified end use will determine the minimum design, construction, and 

ongoing operation and maintenance standards for each system. VDH will require permits to 

construct and operate a rainwater harvesting system for potable use. Non-potable systems will be 

documented in a registry but will not be subject to permitting by VDH. 

There was discussion regarding regulations pertaining to private well testing. 

Dr. Vaughters made a motion to approve the regulations with Dr. Jeng seconding. The motion 

passed by unanimous voice vote. 
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Fast Track Amendments to the Food Regulations 12VAC5-421 

Ms. Henderson presented the Fast Track Amendments to the Food Regulations to the Board.  

The Food Regulations establish minimum sanitary standards for the operation of the 

Commonwealth’s food establishments, which include traditional restaurants, mobile food units, 

temporary food vendors, hospital and nursing facility food service, and school food service. This 

action is limited to three items: the requirements for who can preside over an informal 

conference or proceeding, the allowance for the presiding officer to release impounded food after 

an informal conference, and the removal of a Document Included by Reference which has no 

corresponding reference in the text of the regulation.  

Mr. Daniels made a motion to approve the amendments with Dr. Jeng seconding. The motion 

passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Board of Health Annual Report  

Dr. Vanessa Walker-Harris, Director for the Office of Family Health Services, presented the 

Annual Report to the Board. The Annual Report contains and overview of the Commonwealth's 

health-related data in these major categories:  

• Demographics

• Income

• Housing

• Education

• Access

• Provider Availability

• Food Access

• Immunizations

• Mortality

Additionally, the report discusses data and initiatives related to: 

• Heart disease

• Maternal and Infant Mortality

• Cancer

• HIV and Sexually Transmitted Infections

• Suicide

• Substance Use and Drug Overdoses

There was also information shared on the work being done related to increasing access to data 

for communities. 

There was discussion regarding the need for measurable data to be included in the report, 

initiatives surrounding substance use, veteran suicide, and pediatric workforce.  

Dr. Puritz made a motion to approve the Annual Report with Mr. Desjadon seconding. The 

motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

2024 General Assembly Legislative Update 

Ms. Jansson provided the Board with an overview of the recent General Assembly session. 
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She shared that VDH will have a number of new reports, regulatory actions, and programs. Ms. 

Jansson highlighted bills in the following areas: 

• Maternal Health

• Prescription Drugs

• Hospitals

• Opioid related

• Inherited and Communicable Conditions

Ms. Jansson also highlighted several bills that did not fit into the above categories. The General 

Assembly will reconvene on April 17 to consider the Governor’s recommended amendments and 

vetoes.  

There was discussion around the legislation regarding sickle cell screenings, factors in how lead 

agencies for bills are determined, and  

2024 General Assembly Budget Update 

Ms. Gilliam provided the Board with an overview of the VDH budget based on the actions of the 

2024 General Assembly Session. Ms. Gilliam noted that the budget was not final and was subject 

to change following the April 17 reconvened Session. She highlighted changes from the 

introduced budget by the General Assembly and then further amendments from Governor 

Youngkin.  

Key highlights included overviews of budget amendments by office and pass throughs, 

amendments for legislation that was vetoed, that the budget would go above $1 billion for the 

first time, and salary adjustments for staff. 

There was discussion around the funding for the Behavioral Health Loan Repayment Program. 

Appointment of Nominating Committee 

Mr. Critzer appointed Dr. Jones, Ms. Green, and Ms. Harrison to the nominating committee. The 

nominating committee will meet in June prior to the Board meeting to recommend a slate of 

officers for the Board.  

Other Business 

There was no additional business before the Board. 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 2:24pm. 



The remainder of the document is written 

comment submitted at the Board meeting.  It may 

not reflect the position or opinions of the Board or 

members. 
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