
 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
Meeting of the Board of Pharmacy  
Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Third Floor (804) 367-4456 (Tel) 
Henrico, Virginia  23233 (804) 527-4472(Fax) 

 

Tentative Agenda of Drug Donation Workgroup Meeting 
August 11, 2022 

9AM 
                 

TOPIC 
 
Call to Order:  Dale St.Clair, PharmD, Chairman 

• Welcome & Introductions 
• Approval of Agenda 

 
 

Call for Public Comment:  The workgroup will receive public comment at this time.  The workgroup 
will not receive comment on any regulation process of the Board for which a public comment period has 
closed or any pending disciplinary matters.  
 
Background Materials: 

• SB 14 
• Relevant Law and Regulations 
• 2011 Information provided from Board of Pharmacy to Del. Landes 
• Registration Form for Pharmacy to be a Collection Site for Donated Drugs 
• List of Current Collection Sites for Donated Drugs 
• Excerpt from 2021 NABP Survey of Pharmacy Law 
• NCSL  State Prescription Drug Repository Programs 

 
Discussion 
 
Adjourn 
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State Prescription Drug Repository
Programs

Patients Looking to Donate

If you are looking to dispose of a prescription drug product, drug repository programs will not meet your
needs. If you wish to donate medicine, contact SIRUM, an organization specializing in assisting with drug
donations and national drug donation laws. Please check with a local pharmacy, prescriber or contact your
state Board of Pharmacy for more information.

Please note: NCSL provides material about state laws as general information, primarily for policymakers.
No information in this report is intended as personal legal or medical advice; NCSL is not responsible for
any such uses or application of material in this report. All program status descriptions are subject to
change. States may have additional regulations or executive agency guidelines that clarify or modify the
terms described below. 

Overview

Unused medication worth billions of dollars in ends up in the trash every year. For example, research
shows medication worth over $3 billion is thrown out by hospitals every year, and an additional $2 billion
worth is discarded in long-term care facilities. Medication in these settings often goes unused because a
patient’s condition improves, they change doses, change care settings or die. Any unopened medicine not
used by the patient must be disposed of.
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https://www.sirum.org/
https://nabp.pharmacy/about/boards-of-pharmacy/
https://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.g7677
https://www.bmj.com/content/349/bmj.g7677.full
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Instead of disposing of the unused medicine, facilities in states with repository programs may donate it. By
collecting unused prescription drugs and redistributing them to qualifying individuals, prescription drug
donation and reuse programs, or drug repositories, aim to increase medication access, especially to
underserved populations.

As of fall 2021, 40 states, Guam and Washington, D.C. passed legislation establishing prescription drug
repository programs. Twenty-seven states and Washington D.C. have operational programs. Thirteen
states plus Guam have laws enacted but no operational program. Operational programs are those with
participating pharmacies, charitable clinics or hospitals approved by the state to collect and redistribute
donated drugs. Twelve states—California, Florida, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska,
Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah, Washington and Wisconsin—have more permissive programs related
to cancer medications in addition to a general drug repository program.

Common obstacles to program success include: (1) requirements for participation may be overly
burdensome, and may include limitations on types of entities that are eligible to donate and receive
medications, (2) the potential increased administrative burden for participating agencies, (3) lack of
financial resources and (4) a lack of public awareness of or participation in the program.
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Prescription Drug Donation and Reuse State Programs

MAP LEGEND
Enacted law;
Program operational
Enacted law;
Program not operational
Accepts cancer drugs

No law or program

(c) NCSL - Updated September 2021

Examples of State Donation Programs

Established in 2001, Iowa’s SafeNetRx Program has served over 100,000 patients and redistributed
more than $45.7 million of medication and supplies.

Wyoming’s Medication Donation Program began in 2007 and has helped the state fill over 150,000
prescriptions worth over $25 million.

Since 2004, Oklahoma’s Drug Recycling Program has filled over 250,000 prescriptions, worth at least
$27 million.
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https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1121&context=international_immersion_program_papers
https://safenetrx.org/drug-donation-repository
https://health.wyo.gov/healthcarefin/medicationdonation/
https://www.tcmsok.org/drug-recycling-program
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While only operational since 2017, according to SIRUM, Georgia’s Donated Drug Repository Program
has filled over 450,000 prescriptions, worth over $42 million.

Comparison of Provisions in Enacted Legislation

Most state programs have a number of common provisions such as:

No acceptance or transfer of a controlled substance medication.

Only professionally designated persons are allowed to donate—although some states do allow
individuals patients to donate directly.

All prescription drugs must be unopened and in sealed, tamper-evident packaging, though some
exceptions exist for cancer drugs.

Expired drugs are never accepted.

Expiration dates must be visible, and drugs must not expire before use.

Usually, donated drugs must be delivered to a specific type of medical facility or pharmacy. Some may
require the donor to sign a form or waiver. 

All products must be checked by a pharmacist prior to being dispensed.

Financial compensation or payment for donations is prohibited. 

Selling or reselling donated prescription drugs is illegal.

Donations may be tax-deductible under certain conditions. 

Adulterated or misbranded medications are not accepted or transferred.

Protection from liability is guaranteed for both donors and recipients.

Some differences across state programs include:

Types of drugs accepted for redistribution (e.g. over-the-counter drugs, condition-specific drugs).

Eligible donors, recipients and patients.

Protocols for transferring and repackaging donated drugs.

Maximum pharmacy dispensing fees.

Agency oversight.

Funding mechanisms.

2021 Operational State Laws and Programs

This table only examines drug reuse and repository laws—any drug take-back and disposal-only programs
are not included in this report. For the details of each state law, please click the hyperlinked state statute,
bill or visit the state’s website. 
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State StatuteState Statute

Arizona AZ Rev Stat § 32-1909

California CA Health and Safety Code §§150200-150208

Colorado CO Rev Stat § 12-42.5-133

Florida FL Stat §499.029

FL Admin. Code R. 61N-1.026

Georgia O.C.G.A. § 31-8-301

Illinois 2021 enacted legislation

Iowa IA Code §§ 135M.1—7

IA Code §§ 641 IAC 109.1

Kansas Kansas Board of Pharmacy Laws and Regulations

KS Stat §§ 65-1668 – 1675

KS Stat § 65-1664

Louisiana LA Rev Stat  §§ 37:1226.2—3

Maryland MD Health-Gen Code § 15–605

Michigan MI Comp L § 333.17775

Minnesota MN Stat § 151.555

Montana MT Code §§ 37-71401—08

Nebraska NE Code §§71-2422—2430

Nevada NV Rev Stat §§ 453B.010—240

New Hampshire NH Rev Stat § 318.58

North Carolina NC Gen Stat § 90-85.44

Board Of Pharmacy Rules, 21 NCAC 46.2513

North Dakota ND Century Code § 43-15.2

Ohio OH Rev Code § 3715.87 

OAC 4729:5-10

Oklahoma OK Stat §§59-367.1—8

Oregon OR Rev Stat §§ 689.770—830

Pennsylvania 49 PA Code §§ 27.501—506
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http://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/01909.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=116.&title=&part=&chapter=&article=
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont2/BB3E8C49F459CE0187257DA200626633/$FILE/1039_rev.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2016/499.029
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?title=REGULATIONS%20FOR%20DRUGS,%20DEVICES%20AND%20COSMETICS&ID=61N-1.026
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=989503b8-e2b9-48a9-8d99-99de26de9fd4&nodeid=ABFAALAAQAAD&nodepath=/ROOT/ABF/ABFAAL/ABFAALAAQ/ABFAALAAQAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%c2%a7%2031-8-301.%20Drug%20repository%20program%20established;%20criteria%20and%20requirements%20for%20unused%20over-the-counter%20and%20prescription%20drugs&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=/shared/document/statutes-legislation/urn:contentItem:6338-9NK1-JC0G-62VG-00008-00&ecomp=_g1_kkk&prid=cd0a2846-2058-4681-a3c7-199a413f2621
http://idph.iowa.gov/Portals/1/Files/RuralHealthPrimaryCare/135M.pdf
http://idph.iowa.gov/Portals/1/Files/RuralHealthPrimaryCare/iowa_code_641-109.pdf
http://www.pharmacy.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/ks-pharmacy-laws-and-regs-updated-2014-(pdf).pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/065_000_0000_chapter/065_016_0000_article/065_016_0068_section/065_016_0068_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/065_000_0000_chapter/065_016_0000_article/065_016_0075_section/065_016_0075_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/065_000_0000_chapter/065_016_0000_article/065_016_0064_section/065_016_0064_k/
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?p=y&d=285750
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b82832e1-4000-4925-b27a-8d92d79baba4&config=014EJAA2ZmE1OTU3OC0xMGRjLTRlNTctOTQ3Zi0wMDE2MWFhYzAwN2MKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e9wg3LFiffInanDd3V39aA&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61BM-0TH1-JKHB-611P-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234188&pdteaserkey=sr1&pditab=allpods&ecomp=_ss_kkk&earg=sr1&prid=d2c696c2-da4b-4589-816c-4eaa2acdf581
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kw1dmpsus3ldey14bntzlaza))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-17775
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/2019/cite/151.555
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2009/BillHtml/HB0409.htm
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=71-2422
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Legal/LawLibrary/NRS/NRS-453B.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXX/318/318-58.htm
https://ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_90/GS_90-85.44.pdf
http://www.ncbop.org/LawsRules/Rules.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t43c15-2.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3715.87
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/4729%3A5-10
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.aspx
http://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/689.770
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter27/s27.503.html&d=reduce
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State Statute

Tennessee Tenn. Code Ann. § 63-10-501—510

Virginia VA Code § 54.1-3411.1

Washington RCW § 69.70.020

Washington D.C. § 48–851.02

Wisconsin WI Stat §§ 148.01—10

Wyoming Wyo. Stat. § 35-7-1603

 

States with Laws but Non-operational Programs

State Statute

Alabama AL Admin Code 420-11-1.01—1.03 

Arkansas  A.C.A. § 17-92-1103 

Connecticut CGS § 17b-363a 

Guam §§ 5101—5107  

Idaho ID Code §  54-1761 

Indiana IC§ 25-26-20  and  IC § 25-26-23 

Kentucky KRS § 315.452 ; Formerly § 194A.452 

Mississippi MS § 43-13-501-9

Missouri MO Rev Stat  § 196.979 

New Jersey NJ Stat. § 24:6M

New Mexico NM Stat § 26-1-3.2 
16.19.34 NMAC 

New York NY Public Health § 280-B

South Dakota SD 20:51:13:02.01-.04

Utah UT Code §§ 58-17b901—17b907 

 

Other Information 
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=8e4e5009-c86a-4b49-86ed-f4d37021dfd4&nodeid=ACKAAKAAFAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACK%2FACKAAK%2FACKAAKAAF%2FACKAAKAAFAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=63-10-502.+Prescription+drug+donation+repository+program.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50G5-6KJ0-R03M-22R4-00008-00&ecomp=_g1_kkk&prid=f9fdffd3-2660-4d3f-9e46-4a593512483b
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3411.1
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=69.70.020
https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/sections/48-851.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/148
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title35.pdf
http://adph.org/pharmacyunit/assets/jackpagerules.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=81583d1e-dcf9-4e65-a542-2ed0e84e7381&nodeid=AARAADAAOAAMAAD&nodepath=/ROOT/AAR/AARAAD/AARAADAAO/AARAADAAOAAM/AARAADAAOAAMAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=17-92-1103.%20Prescription%20drug%20redispensing%20program.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=/shared/document/statutes-legislation/urn:contentItem:4WVF-SKN0-R03K-V3F5-00008-00&ecomp=_g1_kkk&prid=f71ba061-0269-4b58-bf03-4cbdca24ad24
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319y.htm#sec_17b-363
http://www.guamcourts.org/Compileroflaws/GCA/10gca/10gc005.PDF
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title54/t54ch17/sect54-1761/
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2021/ic/titles/025#25-26-20
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2021/ic/titles/025#25-26-23
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=46707
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/chapter.aspx?id=38056
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=eb208b61-1956-4942-a552-6a87257d0fc7&nodeid=AAXAAJAAGAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAX%2FAAXAAJ%2FAAXAAJAAG%2FAAXAAJAAGAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+43-13-503.+Establishment+of+plan+for+drug+repository+program%3B+eligible+drugs.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-83R2-D6RV-H47P-00008-00&ecomp=_g1_kkk&prid=567c49b6-991d-4ac0-94fa-e4427cbf02df
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=196.979
https://njlaw.rutgers.edu/collections/njstats/showsections.php?title=24&chapt=6M
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa-historical/en/item/2076/index.do#!b/26-1-3.2
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.019.0034.html
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/10389
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter17B/C58-17b-P9_2016051020160510.pdf
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NCSL Resources

Prescription Drug Policy: A Bipartisan Remedy

Prescription Drug Policy Database

Prescription Drug Policy Resource Center

Copyright 2022 by National Conference of State Legislatures
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https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/prescription-drug-policy-a-bipartisan-remedy.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/prescription-drug-statenet-database.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/ncsl-prescription-drug-policy-resources-center.aspx
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