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MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY  

JUNE 11, 2021 BOARD BUSINESS MEETING  

Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Board Room 4, Henrico, Virginia 

 

Instructions for Accessing the Board Meeting and Providing Public Comment  

The Board meeting is being held in-person at the Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Board Room 

4, Henrico, Virginia.  To observe this meeting, use one of the options below.   

TO PARTICIPATE IN-PERSON:  

Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Board Room 4, Henrico, VA 23233                                                  

Public attendance in Board Room 4 is limited due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and presence in 

the room will be on a first-come, first-seated basis; room capacity for the public is 8.   

 
ONLY PERSONS ATTENDING THIS MEETING IN-PERSON WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

ADDRESS THE BOARD DURING THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD BEING HELD AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE MEETING.    

  
WRITTEN COMMENTS MAY BE SENT TO SANDRA.REEN@DHP.VIRGINIA.GOV BY 3PM ON 

THURSDAY JUNE 10, 2021.  WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED BY THIS DEADLINE WILL BE 

PROVIDED TO BOARD MEMBERS AND WILL BE NOTED IN THE MINUTES OF THIS MEETING. 

 

TO LISTEN BY PHONE, CALL: 1-866-692-4530 
Meeting number (access code): 161 431 2663  

Meeting password: BODBM061121  

 

TO OBSERVE AND LISTEN TO THE MEETING CLICK THE LINK BELOW: 

https://covaconf.webex.com/covaconf/j.php?MTID=m90c7fa5ef4ed2dfb5d1765c3a2a6f352 

 

DIAL 804-912-0334 to report problems accessing the meeting and/or an interruption during the 

broadcast. 

 

NOTE: Should the Board enter into a closed session, public participants will be asked to leave the room and 

those attending virtually will be blocked from seeing and hearing the discussion.  When the Board re-enters 

into open session, public participation connections to see and hear the discussions will be restored. 
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PERIMETER CENTER, 9960 MAYLAND DRIVE, SECOND FLOOR CONFERENCE CENTER, HENRICO, VA  23233 
 

 

 

AGENDA 
June 11, 2021 
Board Room 4 

TIME 

 

 PAGE 

9:10 a.m. Call to Order – Dr. Augustus A. Petticolas, Jr., President 
 

 

 Roll Call – Ms. Reen 

 

 

 Public Comment – Dr. Petticolas 

 Jack R. Bierig, General Counsel for WREB 

 Dr. Edward R. Kusek, President, Academy of Laser Dentistry 

 Jacqueline Pace, R.D.H. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 March 18, 2021         Formal Hearing  

 March 19, 2021         Business Meeting 

 April 21, 2021           Special Session Telephone Conference Call 

 

 

-- 

1-2 

3-5 

 

6-9 

10-88 

89-90 

 

 DHP Director’s Report – David E. Brown, MD 

 

Presentation on HPMP – Dr. Allison-Bryan and Ms. Ressler, HPMP’s   

  Administrative Director 

 

Presentation on 2021 Dental and Dental Hygiene Workforce Reports – Dr. Shobo 

 

Liaison & Committee Reports 

 Dr. Catchings 

o Regulatory-Legislative Committee Report 

 Dr. Dawson 

o CODA Accreditation Site Visits in Virginia 
 

-- 

 

91-96 

 

 

-- 

 

 

97 

 

98-99 

 

 Legislation,  Regulation and Guidance - Ms. Yeatts 

 Status Report on Regulatory Actions Chart 

 NOIRA on Eliminating Pulp Capping 

 Action on Requirement for Infection Control 

 Action on Digital Scan Technicians 

 Guidance Document 60-5:    Policy on Auditing Continuing Education  

 Guidance Document 60-10:  Policy on Advertising Sanctions  

 Guidance Document 60-18:  Approved Template for Appliance Work Orders  

 Guidance Document 60-19:  Approved Template for Subwork Orders 

 Guidance Document 60-22:  Billing Sanctions  

 Guidance Document 60-:      Dental Clinical Exam Requirements 

 Guidance Document 60-:      Dental Hygiene Clinical Exam Requirements 

 
 

 

100 

101-104 

105-143 

144-174 

175-177 

178-179 

180-181 

182-183 

184-185 

186-188 

189-191 



 

 

 

 Board Discussion Topics 

o Consideration of Public Comments  

o Adoption of 2021 Board Meeting Calendar – Ms. Reen  

o Use of Scalers – Dr. Catchings 

o Faculty Licensure – Dr. Zapatero 

o  

 

-- 

193 

194-198 

199-204 

 Deputy Executive Director’s Report – Ms. Sacksteder 

 Disciplinary Report  
 

 

205-207 

 Executive Director’s Report – Ms. Reen 

 When a Dentist Dies Guide 

 Grants to develop Interstate Compacts for Licensure Portability 

 Sanctioning Respondents 

 

 

-- 

208-210 

-- 

 Board Counsel Report – Mr.  Rutkowski 

 WREB Request  

 §54.1-2709(B)(iv) Exam Acceptance Provision  

 

 

211-214 

215 



� Commonw.ealth of 

"" Virginia Reen, Sandra <sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov> 

Aerosols in the Dental Office 
2 messages 

Gail Siminovsky, CAE - Academy of Laser Dentistry <memberservices@laserdentistry.org> 
Reply-To: memberservices@laserdentistry.org 
To: sandra.reen@dhp.virginia.gov 

To: State Boards of Dentistry Office of the Executive Director and 
Occupational Safety and Hazard Administration (OSHA) Agencies 

From: Academy of Laser Dentistry 

Re: Public Safety Information During COVID-19 Pandemic 

Dear Sir or Madame, 

Mon, May 3, 2021 at 4:05 PM 

The Academy of Laser Dentistry is the primary organization for dental lasers. Our 
mission is to provide education of dental practitioners to practice safe and effective 
use of laser technology that ensures both patients' and practice's well-being. 

We are communicating with you to provide solutions to aerosol production that can 

occur in the dental environment. 

Current devices utilized in dental operatories can create aerosols, with ultrasonics and 
high- speed handpieces producing more airborne contamination than other 
commonly utilized devices. Because of this, CDC guidelines for prevention of 
transmission of the novel Coronavirus SARS -CoV-2 includes recommendations to 
decrease high speed hand piece activity with particular attention to limiting the use of 
ultrasonic devices in the dental hygiene operatory. Public health benefits associated 
with adjunctive use of the diode laser for bacteria_! reduction in the sulcular 
epithelium are well documented with no aerosol production. 

Similarly, co-morbidities associated with oral bacteria load become greater risk factors 
during public health emergencies, including the current pandemic. Consequently, 
clarity by public health experts about the safety and efficacy of the diode laser in the 
hygiene operatory may be key to optimizing the public health benefits of good oral 
health during the present, and possibly future pandemics. 

We believe that dental diode lasers can serve as a safe and beneficial adjunct to 
manual cleaning devices, and we seek this clarification for three reasons: 
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1. To assure patients receiving dental or periodontal cleaning via dental diode
lasers - and the hygienists who perform such procedures - that aerosol is not
being generated.

2. To assure practicing dentists that the use of dental diode lasers for specific
procedures and at their intended settings will not, in and of themselves, subject
their practices to the various control measures.

3. To further individual and public health. The accompanying document, Rationale

for Consideration of a Diode Laser for Adjunctive Non-Aerosol Management,_

and references explain how dental diode lasers can eliminate bacteria from the
periodontal pocket which, if left alone, can cause diseases and conditions that
make patients more vulnerable to COVID-19. The use of manual instruments,
the primary alternative to ultrasonic devices, provides no such benefit.

4. In October 2020, an article in the Journal of the American Dental Association
reported that COVID-19 prevalence among dentists, as of June 2020, during the
initial acceleration phase of the pandemic was less than 1%. An estimated 3.1%
of U.S. dental hygienist had contracted COVID-19 as of October 2020, according
to research from the ADA and American Dental Hygienists' Association.

We can speak to you directly on the topic of laser dentistry. Feel free to ask us for any 
additional information you might need. You may contact me directly or through the 
Academy of Laser Dentistry Executive Director, Gail Siminovsky, CAE at 
siminovsky@laserdentistry.org. 

Thank you for this consideration to recognize the rationale of the �iode laser as non­
aerosol-generating and beneficial for adjunctive dental hygiene management. 

Respectfully yours, 

Edward R. Kusek, DDS, MAGO, MALO, DABOI, FAAID 
ALD President 2020-2021 
Email: edkusek@me.com 
Cell: 605 310-1965 
www.laserdentistry.org 

Tag @academyoflaserdentistry on social media so we can share your post! 
#ALDlasers 

oeoo 

The AcademY. of Laser DentistrY. (ALO) is an 
international professional association of dental 
practitioners and supporting organizations dedicated to 
improving the health and well-being of patients through 
the proper use of laser technology. 

Academy ofiaser Dentistry 2



Sandra Reen 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Good morning ladies, 

Pace, Jacqueline <jacqueline.pace@vadoc.virginia.gov> on behalf of Pace, Jacqueline 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 8:59 AM 

Donna Lee; Sandra Reen 

Letter to the Board 

Board2021 (1 ).docx 

I hope this email finds you well. Please include the attached letter in the next Board meeting package/agenda. I 
understand I did not meet the deadline last time. 

Have a great week!! 

Thank you, 
Jacki 
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March 15, 2021 

Virginia Board of Dentistry 
Attn: President Augustus Petticolas, Jr. DDS 

Members of the Board 

Perimeter Center 
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300 
Henrico, Virginia 23233-1463 

Dear Dr. Petticolas, Members of the Board; 
On March 5, 2021, the Examination Committee of the Virginia Board of 

Dentistry met to determine several items one of which was the acceptance of a 
dental exam for the Virginia dental and dental hygiene graduates. 

There are several points of concern during this meeting and they are as 
follows: 

First, is the validity of the consultant, Dr. Archer, who was selected to 
consult the exam committee on the various regional tests that were available, 
represents a conflict of interest. He is currently participating as an examiner 
for the exam (Adex) which he has recommended to the exam committee to be 
the exclusive exam for the state of Virginia (refer to March 5th minutes). 
According to Virginia Board of Dentistry Regulation 18 V AC-60-21-120 
'" ... pass a compensatory clinical exam that is accepted by the board" and 18 
VAC 60-25-140 " .... successfully completed a board approved clinical 
competency examination in dental hygiene"; currently there are several exams 
that meet this criteria and only one was recommended to the committee. The 
selection of a neutral consultant would have given the committee a transparent 
view of all the information for the members to make a qualified informed 
decision. 

The second concern is having one exam for the state lends itself to a 
monopoly, not to fair trade. We as a society are afforded choices in our daily 
lives such as subscribing to one of the many cable providers, which airline to 
book a flight, what type a car to purchase, which bank will provide me the best 
rates and which college should I attend. It would be a good fair trade decision 
to off er the students more than one exam to choose from a:fi.d not restrict their 
path to licensure. 

Another point of note, would be the absence of competition. Competition 
keep entities transparent, progressing and fees in check; this is where the 
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graduates benefit (airlines are one of the best exampl�s of this). By the Board 
accepting more than one exam for their graduates, this giv'es the students more 
versatility for dates and sites to select from. Mobility has been a buzz word for 
the graduates taking the exam. Most states accept more than one exam, which 
lends itself to mobility by having a varied accepting criteria. Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and West Virginia are border states which accept multiple exams 
and this varied accepting criteria extends to the states on the West Coast. 

In closing, members of the board, I ask that you consider the above 
concerns in your decision and the regulatory language you decide to choose in 
making choices for the dental and dental hygiene graduates. 

Respectfully, 

Ms. Jacqueline Pace, RDH, BS, MS 
Past President 2010 
Virginia Board of Dentistry 

5



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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TIME AND PLACE: 

CALL TO ORDER: 

BOARD MEMBERS 

PRESENT VIRTUALLY: 

BOARD MEMBERS 

ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT 

VIRTUALLY: 

COUNSEL PRESENT 

VIRTUALLY: 

OTHERS PRESENT 

VIRTUALLY: 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A 

QUORUM: 

Darlene Nicoletti, D.D.S. 

Case No.: 204109 

VIRGINIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

FORMAL HEARING MINUTES 

March 18, 2021 

The virtual formal hearing of the Virginia Board of Dentistry was called to 
order at 1:00 p.m., on March 18, 2021. 

Dr. Petticolas called the meeting to order. 

Consistent with Amendment 28 to HB29 (the Budget Bill for 2018-2020) 

and the applicable provisions of § 2.2-3708.2 in the Freedom of 
Information Act, the Board is convening today's meeting virtually to 
consider such regulatory and business matters as are presented on the 
agenda necessary for the board to discharge its lawful purposes, 
duties, and responsibilities. 

Dr. Petticolas provided the Board members, staff, and the public with 
contact information should the electronic meeting be interrupted. 

Augustus A Petticolas, Jr., D.D.S., President 
Patricia B. Bonwell, R.D.H., PhD 
Nathaniel C. Bryant, D.D.S. 
Sultan E. Chaudhry, D.D.S. 
Perry E. Jones, D.D

_.
S. 

Margaret F. Lemaster, R.D.H. 
J. Michael Martinez de Andino, J.D.

Sandra J. Catchings, D.D.S. 
Jamiah Dawson, D.D.S. 
Dag Zapatero, D.D.S. 

Sandra K. Reen, Executive Director, Board of Dentistry 
Jamie C. Sacksteder, Deputy Executive Director, Board of Dentistry 
Donna M. Lee, Discipline Case Manager, Board of Dentistry 

James E. Rutkowski, Assistant Attorney General 

Lori Pound, Adjudication Consultant, Administrative Proceedings Div. 
Camren Jordan, Court Reporter, Veteran Reporters, Inc. 
Darlene Nicoletti, D.D.S., Respondent 
Corey M. Tisdale, Esquire, Counsel for Respondent 

A roll call of the Board members and staff was completed. With seven 
members of the Board present, a quorum was established. 

Dr. Nicoletti was present with legal counsel in accordance with the Notice 
of the Board dated November 5, 2020. 

Dr. Petticolas swore in the witnesses. 
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Closed Meeting: 

Reconvene: 

DECISION: 

Dr. Petticolas stated there was an editorial correction in Allegation #2(h) in 
the Notice which should read as follows: "Dr. Nicoletti's history of 
substance abuse, positive screenings, and noncompliance with HPMP's 
requirement for ongoing treatment and monitoring." 

There were no objections to the amended language. 

Upon a request by Ms. Pound and no objections by Mr. Tisdale, the 
witnesses were sequestered. 

Following Ms. Pound's opening statement, Dr. Petticolas admitted into 
evidence Commonwealth's Exhibits 1-3. 

Mr. Tisdale made an opening statement; however, he did not have any 
exhibits to present on behalf of the Respondent. 

Testifying on behalf of the Commonwealth was David Robinson, DHP 
Adjudication Specialist and Amy Ressler, Program Administrator Director 
for the Health Practitioners' Monitoring Program (HPMP). 

Testifying on behalf of the Respondent was Dr. Kevin Doyle, Dr. Bruce 
Clemons, Kate Basco, R.N., and Dr. Nicoletti. 

Ms. Pound and Mr. Tisdale provided closing statements. 

Dr. Bryant moved that the Board convene a closed meeting pursuant to 
§ 2.2-3711 (A)(27) and § 2.2-3712(F) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose
of deliberation to reach a decision in the matter of Darlene Nicoletti, D.D.S.
Additionally, he moved that Board staff, Ms. Reen, Ms. Sacksteder, Ms. Lee,
and Board counsel, Mr. Rutkowski, attend the closed meeting because their
presence in the closed meeting is deemed necessary and their presence will
aid the Board in its deliberations. Following a second, a roll call vote was
taken. The motion passed.

Dr. Bryant moved to certify that the Board heard, discussed or considered 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and only such 
public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the 
closed meeting was convened. Following a second, a roll call vote was 
taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant moved to accept the Findings of Facts and Conclusions of Law 
as presented by the Commonwealth, amended by the Board, and read by 
Mr. Rutkowski. Following a second, a roll call vote was taken. The motion 
passed. 

Mr. Rutkowski reported that Dr. Nicoletti's license to practice dentistry is 
reinstated; stayed pending proof of entry into a substance abuse 
monitoring program at HPMP or another program approved by the Board 
and successful completion of the program. Dr. Nicoletti also has to 
document completion of 15 hours of continuing education for the period 
ending March 2019, March 2020 and March 2021. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

Dr. Bryant moved to accept the Board's decision as read by Mr. 
Rutkowski. Following a second, a roll call vote was taken. The motion 
passed. 

With all business concluded, the Board adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 

Augustus A. Petticolas, Jr., D.D.S., President Sandra K. Reen, Executive Director 

Date Date 
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TIME AND PLACE: 

CALL TO ORDER: 

BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT VIRTUALLY: 

BOARD MEMBERS 
ABSENT: 

STAFF PRESENT 
VIRTUALLY: 

COUNSEL PRESENT 
VIRTUALLY: 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
QUORUM: 

VIRGINIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

March 19, 2021 

Unapproved 

The virtual meeting of the Virginia Board of Dentistry was called to order 
at 10:00 a.m., on March 19, 2021. 

Dr. Petticolas called the meeting to order. 

Consistent with Amendment 28 to HB29 (the Budget Bill for 2018-
2020) and the applicable provisions of § 2.2-3708.2 in the Freedom of 
Information Act, the Board is convening today's meeting virtually to 
consider such regulatory and business matters as are presented on 
the agenda necessary for the board to discharge its lawful purposes, 
duties, and responsibilities. 

Dr. Petticolas provided the Board members, staff, and the public with 
contact information should the electronic meeting be interrupted. 

Augustus A. Petticolas, Jr., D.D.S., President 
Patricia B. Bonwell, R.D.H., PhD 
Nathaniel c.· Bryant, D.D.S. 
Sultan E. Chaudhry, D.D.S. 
Jamiah Dawson, D.D.S. 
Perry E. Jones, D.D.S .. 
Margaret F. Lemaster, R.D.H. 
J. Michael Martinez de Andino, J.D.
Dagoberto Zapatero, D.D.S.

Sandra J. Catchings, D.D.S. 

Sandra K. Reen, Executive Director of the Board 
Jamie C. Sacksteder, Deputy Executive Director 
Donna Lee, Discipline Case Manager 
David C. Brown, D.C., Director, Department of Health Professions 
Barbara Allison-Bryan, M.D., Chief Deputy Director, Department of 

Health Professions 
Elaine Yeatts, Senior Policy Analyst, Department of Health Professions 
Richard Archer, D.D.S., M.S. Board Consultant 

James E. Rutkowski, Assistant Attorney General 

A roll call of the. Board members and staff was completed. With nine 
members of the Board present, a quorum was established. 

Dr. Petticolas welcomed the new Board member, Dr. Zapatero. 

10



Virginia Board of Dentistry 
Board Business Meeting 
March 19, 2021 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Dr. Petticolas explained the parameters for public comment and opened 
the public comment period. He stated that written comments were 
received from Mr. Trey Lawrence, Kannan Ramar, M.D., and Ms. 
Jessica Bui, which were included in the agenda package. He further 
stated that written comments received from Mr. Brett Seigel, Dr. James 
Watkins, Ms. Jessica Bui, Dr. Dag Zapatero, Dr. Erika Mason, Dr. David 
Schwartz, and Dr. Alexander Vaughan were sent by email to Board 
members and the Public Participation list and will be posted with the 
draft minutes. 

Jessica L. Bui, Executive Director, Southern Regional Testing 
Agency, Inc. (SRTA) - Ms. Bui stated that SRTA has a long standing 
history with Virginia and it does fulfill the requirements that Virginia has 
for licensure. She stated that competition is good for students and it 
allows them to choose which examination they would like to take. Ms. 
Bui also stated that by only allowing one testing agency, it could hinder 
the acceptance of applicants to Virginia and she hoped that Virginia 
would remain inclusive and accept SRTA as a testing exam. 

Brett Seigel, VCU ASDA Chapter President Elect - Mr. Seigel said 
the ASDA chapter at VCU takes the position of moving dental licensure 
from live patient board exams to non-live patient exa.ms due to the 
negative impact of using human subjects in clinical licensing 
examinations. Mr. Seigel stated that ASDA believes an ideal licensure 
exam does not use human subjects in a live clinical testing scenario; is 
psychometrically valid and reliable in its assessment; is reflective of the 
scope of current dental practice; and is universally accepted. 

Dr. Gerry Walker, SRTA President - Dr. Walker stated that 
competition is good across any endeavor. He also stated that using only 
one agency to test would make a monopoly; and students should be 
allowed to choose what testing examination they want to take. 

Bruce D. Horn, D.D.S., WREB Dental Examination Director - Dr. 
Horn commented that WREB has been accepted in Virginia for more 
than 20 years. He stated that the current WREB exam meets and in 
some areas exceeds the requirements for Virginia licensure. He 
emphasized that portability for candidates is not equivalent to accepting 
just one examination and that the ADEX exam is not given everywhere. 
He said WREB would like to continue to be accepted in Virginia for initial 
licensure candidates offered to make a presentation to the Board to 
answer any questions or concerns. 

Jason R. Bierig, General Counsel for WREB - . Mr. Bierig said the 
Board is considering withdrawal of acceptance of the WREB exam 
because of concerns about WREB's system for scoring the exam; and 
the proposition that if one licensure exam is accepted in all states there 
is no reason to accept other exams in Virginia. He stated he believed 
the Board did not consider the correct score reports WREB sent to the 

2 
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Virginia Board of Dentistry 
Board Business Meeting 
March 19, 2021 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

DHP DIRECTORS' 
REPORTS: 

Board. He explained that accepting only one exam is contrary to the 
goal of portability and would also eliminate competition. He asked the 
Board to continue accepting their exam and requested a discussion 
between WREB and the Board to address their concerns. 

Erika Mason, D.D.S. - Dr. Mason addressed her concerns about the 
letter from the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) which 
asks the Board to change or incorporate some rules to not allow dentists 
to use a home sleep test for the treatment of patients with obstructive 
sleep apnea. She said the AASM had misrepresented the article the 
American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine (AADSM) provided. Dr. 
Mason said that dentists do not want to use the home sleep test for 
diagnostic purposes, but as something that would benefit the patient to 
make sure they receive proper treatment and is good for their health. 
Dr. Mason encouraged having further discussion about this issue before 
making any determinations about changing laws or regulations. 

Alexander T. Vaughan, D.D.S., Dental Director of Virginia Total 
Sleep - Dr. Vaughan stated that the AASM letter was sent to all state 
Boards. The AADSM found that only ordering the home sleep test was 
within the scope of dentistry. The AASM is focused on testing and the 
interpretation of that test; however, the AADSM is focused on ordering 
the administration of testing, which is within the scope of the practice of 
dentistry. Dr. Vaughan encouraged the Board to either take no action 
with respect to the letter received from AASM or consider appointing a 
regulatory advisory panel composed of the stakeholders and specialties 
so that information could be provided from both sides to address the 
regulatory issue. Dr. Vaughan offered to assist the Board in discussion 
of this subject. 

Dr. Petticolas asked if there were any edits or corrections to any of the 
four sets of draft minutes included in the agenda package. Dr. Jones 
moved to approve the four sets of minutes. Following a second, a roll 
call vote was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Brown reported that the General Assembly passed legislation to 
allow pharmaceutical processors, which are regulated by the Board of 
Pharmacy, to distribute cannabis flower or botanical cannabis. This bill 
is anticipated to be signed into law, which will increase the demand for 
the product. Legislation was also introduced to legalize possession of 
marijuana in Virginia. 

Dr. Brown said the Governor is relaxing some of the COVID restrictions 
and added that in the near future the Boards may be able to hold in­
person meetings and hearings. 

Dr. Allison-Bryan reported that communities in Virginia are now open to 
the 1 C category for vaccination and that the goal of the President and 
the Governor is to allow any adult who wants to get the vaccine to do so 
by May 1, 2021 . 

3 

12



Virginia Board of Dentistry 
Board Business Meeting 
March 19, 2021 

CONSIDERATON OF 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

LIAISON & COMMITTEE 
REPORTS: 

Dr. Allison-Bryan reviewed legislation which increased the type of 
eligible vaccinators in the Commonwealth. She explained that dentists 
are not able to give the vaccine in their dental office, and she 
encouraged anyone interested in participating as a volunteer vaccinator 
to go to the Virginia Department of Health's website to read about the 
qualifications and guidelines. 

Dr. Petticolas deferred discussion of the written comments received 
regarding the American Association of Dental Boards (AADB) to Ms. 
Reen's report on the AADB mid-year meeting later on the agenda. 

Dr. Petticolas called for discussion of the comments received from 
AASM and AADSM regarding ordering home sleep tests. Mr. Rutkowski 
advised the Board to consider the definition of the practice of dentistry in 
the Code of Virginia. Ms. Reen said the Board's position has been that 
a dentist can refer patients for a sleep study, but only a. medical doctor 
can make a diagnosis; then the medical doctor can refer a patient for 
dental treatment to address sleep apnea. Ms. Yeatts confirmed that 
sleep studies fall within the scope of the practice of medicine and 
dentists are allowed to make referrals, but not a diagnosis. After 
discussion, Dr. Bonwell moved to refer this matter to the Regulatory­
Legislative Committee for discussion. Following a second, a roll call vote 
was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Petticolas deferred discussion of the written and verbal comments 
regarding licensure examinations received from representatives of 
ASDA, SRTA and WREB to the Exam Committee report later on the 
agenda. 

Update on ADEX - Dr. Bryant stated he had no updates to present. 

Exam Committee Report - Dr. Bryant provided an overview of the 
Committee's work on exam acceptance including the difference between 
conjunctive and compensatory scoring then addressed each motion 
advanced by the Committee for Board action. 

Dr. Bryant moved that the Board only accept examination results which 
meet the scoring content, passing score and the listed required 
components for licensure by examination as stated in the second 
recommendation on page 46 of the agenda. Following a second, Dr. 
Petticolas called for discussion. Discussion followed on delaying action 
on the motion to follow up on the comments received from testing 
agencies on compensatory scoring. Then a roll call vote on the 
Committee's motion was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant moved that the Board only accept the ADEX Dental Exam for 
licensure by examination as address in the recommendation on page 46 
of the agenda. Following a second, Dr. Bryant asked Ms. Sacksteder 
and Dr. Archer to address this motion. Ms. Sacksteder explained that 

4 
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Virginia Board of Dentistry 
Board Business Meeting 
March 19, 2021 

the testing agencies' testing booklets were the source of the information 
she provided to the Committee for discussion. Dr. Archer stated there 
would be enough lead time for dental students to be aware of the 
change in Virginia and that dental students will have access nationwide 
with most being able to take the exam at their respective dental schools. 
Discussion followed about accepting all exams that meet the content 
requirements adopted in the first motion then a roll call vote on the 
Committee's motion was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant introduced the next motion by reading the requirements for a 
passing score, exam content and practice experience for licensure by 
endorsement as specified in the third recommendation on page 46 and 
continued on page 47 of the agenda. He then moved that the Board 
continue to accept, for dental licensure by endorsement, passage of the 
exams given by the 5 testing agencies which meet the specified 
requirements. Following a second, the floor was opened for discussion. 
Hearing none, a roll call vote was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant stated the Committee is recommending a grace period then 
moved that the Board adopt January 1, 2023 as the effective date for 
acceptance of only ADEX exam results for dental applicants by 
examination. Following a second, the floor was opened for discussion. 
Hearing none, a roll call vote was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant reviewed the information considered by the Committee on the 
equivalency of the dental hygiene exams administered by the 5 testing 
agencies which he said should be considered before addressing the 
motion on accepting only the ADEX exam. He went on to address the 
scoring and content requirements addressed on page 4 7 and 48 of the 
agenda. Then Dr. Bryant moved that the Board only accept the ADEX 
exam as recommended. The motion was seconded and the floor was 
opened for discussion. Questions about limiting acceptance to one 
exam were raised and addressed. Ms. Sacksteder said the motion to 
be addressed is the recommendation on required components and 
scoring. Dr. Petticolas agreed and the motion on the ADEX exam was 
withdrawn. 

Dr. Bryant moved that the Board only accept the exam results for dental 
hygiene licensure by exam which include the required components and 
scoring requirements addressed at the bottom of page 47 and on page 
48 of the agenda. The motion was seconded and the floor was opened 
for discussion. A question about the possibility of licensing challenges 
was addressed, then a roll call vote was taken. The motion passed. 

Dr. Bryant moved to only accept the ADEX examination for dental 
hygiene licensure by examination as addressed in the recommendation 
on page 47. The motion was seconded. Discussion followed regarding 
accepting tests from all five testing agencies since they are currently 
equivalent, being restricted by law to being a member of only one testing 
agency and about having a voice in exam development. The discussion 
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