
3 VAC 5-50-170. Caterer's license; qualifications; privileges; restrictions and 
conditions.  

A. Pursuant to §4.1-210 A 2 of the Code of Virginia, the board may grant a caterer's 
license to any person:  

1. Engaged on a regular basis in the business of providing food and beverages to persons 
for service at private gatherings, or at special events as defined in §4.1-100 of the Code of 
Virginia or as provided in §4.1-210 A 3 of the Code of Virginia, and  

2. With an established place of business with catering gross sales average of at least 
$4,000 per month and who has complied with the requirements of the local governing 
body concerning sanitation, health, construction or equipment and who has obtained all 
local permits or licenses which may be required to conduct such a catering business.  

B. The license authorizes the following privileges:  

1. The purchase of spirits, vermouth and wine produced by farm wineries from the board;  

2. The purchase of wine and cider from licensed wholesalers or farm wineries or the 
purchase of beer from licensed wholesalers;  

3. The retail sale of alcoholic beverages to persons who sponsor the private gatherings or 
special events described in subsection A or directly to persons in attendance at such 
events. No banquet or mixed beverage special events license is required in either case; 
and  

4. The storage of alcoholic beverages purchased by the caterer at the established and 
approved place of business.  

C. In addition to other applicable statutes and regulations of the board, the following 
restrictions and conditions apply to persons licensed as caterers:  

1. Alcoholic beverages may be sold only for on-premises consumption to persons in 
attendance at the gathering or event;  

2. The records required to be kept by 3 VAC 5-70-90 shall be maintained by caterers. If 
the caterer also holds other alcoholic beverage licenses, he shall maintain the records 
relating to his caterer's business separately from the records relating to any other license. 
Additionally, the records shall include the date, time and place of the event and the name 
and address of the sponsoring person or group of each event catered;  

3. The annual gross receipts from the sale of food cooked and prepared for service at 
gatherings and events referred to in this regulation and nonalcoholic beverages served 
there shall amount to at least 45% of the gross receipts from the sale of mixed beverages 
and food;  



4. The caterer shall notify the board in writing at least two calendar days twenty-four 
hours in advance of any events to be catered under his license for the following month. 
The notice shall include the date, time, location and address of the event and the name of 
the sponsoring person, group, corporation or association;  

5. Persons in attendance at a private event at which alcoholic beverages are served but not 
sold under the caterer's license may keep and consume their own lawfully acquired 
alcoholic beverages;  

6. The private gathering referred to in subsection A above shall be a social function 
which is attended only by persons who are specifically and individually invited by the 
sponsoring person or organization, not the caterer;  

7. The licensee shall insure that all functions at which alcoholic beverages are sold are 
ones which qualify for a banquet license, for a special event license or a mixed beverage 
special events license. Licensees are entitled to all services and equipment now available 
under a banquet license from wholesalers;  

8. A photocopy of the caterer's license must be present at all events at which the 
privileges of the license are exercised; and  

9. The caterer's license shall be considered a retail license for purposes of §4.1-216 of the 
Code of Virginia.  

 


