DRAFT PROPOSED REGULATIONS

18VAC112-20-50. Education requirements: graduates of schools not approved by an
accrediting agency approved by the board.

A. An applicant for initial licensure as a physical therapist who is a graduate of a school not
approved by an accrediting agency approved by the board shall submit the required application
and fee and provide documentation of the physical therapist's certification by areport from the
FCCPT or of the physical therapist eligibility for licensure as verified by areport from any other
credentialing agency approved by the board that substantiates that the physical therapist has been
evaluated in accordance with requirements of subsection B.

B. The board shall only approve a credentialing agency that:

1. Utilizes the Coursework Evaluation Tool for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists of the
Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy and utilizes original source documents to
establish substantial equivalency to an approved physical therapy program:;

2. Conducts areview of any license or registration held by the physical therapist in any country
or jurisdiction to ensure that the license or registration is current and unrestricted or was
unrestricted at thetime it expired or was lapsed; and

3. Verifies English lanquage proficiency by passage of the TOEFL and TSE examination or by
review of other evidence of English proficiency.

B C. An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist assistant who is a graduate of a school not
approved by the board shall submit with the required application and fee the following:

1. Proof of proficiency in the English language by passing TOEFL and TSE by a score
determined by the board or an equivalent examination approved by the board. TOEFL and TSE
may be waived upon evidence of English proficiency.

2. A copy of the original certificate or diplomathat has been certified as atrue copy of the
original by anotary public, verifying his graduation from a physical therapy curriculum.

If the certificate or diplomais not in the English language, submit either:

a. An English trandation of such certificate or diploma by a qualified tranglator other than the
applicant; or

b. An officia certification in English from the school attesting to the applicant's attendance and
graduation date.

3. Verification of the equivalency of the applicant's education to the educational requirements of
an approved program for physical therapist assistants from a scholastic credentials service
approved by the board.



€D. An applicant for initial licensure as aphysical therapist or a physical therapist assistant who
is not a graduate of an approved program shall also submit verification of having successfully
completed a full-time 1,000-hour traineeship as a "foreign educated trainee”" under the direct
supervision of alicensed physical therapist. The traineeship shall bein afacility that serves as an
education facility for students enrolled in an accredited program educating physical therapistsin
Virginiaand is approved by the board.

1. It shall be the responsibility of the foreign educated trainee to make the necessary
arrangements for his training with the director of physical therapy or the director's designee at
the facility selected by the trainee.

2. The physical therapist supervising the foreign educated trainee shall submit a completed
physical therapy or physical therapist assistant clinical performance instrument approved by the
board.

3. If the traineeship is not successfully completed, the president of the board or his designee shall
determine if anew traineeship shall commence. If it is determined by the board that a new
traineeship shall not commence, then the application for licensure shall be denied.

4. The second traineeship may be served under a different supervising physical therapist and may
be served in adifferent organization than the initial traineeship. If the second traineeship is not
successfully completed, as determined by the supervising physical therapist, then the application
for licensure shall be denied.

5. The traineeship requirements of this part may be waived if the applicant for alicense can
verify, in writing, the successful completion of one year of clinical physical therapy practice asa
licensed physical therapist or physical therapist assistant in the United States, itsterritories, the
District of Columbia, or Canada, equivalent to the requirements of this chapter.

18VAC112-20-65. Requirementsfor licensure by endor sement.

A. A physical therapist or physical therapist assistant who holds a current, unrestricted licensein
the United States, its territories, the District of Columbia, or Canada may be licensed in Virginia
by endorsement.

B. An applicant for licensure by endorsement shall submit:

1. Documentation of having met the educational requirements prescribed in 18V AC112-20-40 or
18VAC112-20-50. In lieu of meeting such requirements, an applicant may provide evidence of
clinical practice during the five years immediately preceding application for licensurein Virginia
with a current, unrestricted license issued by another U. S. jurisdiction .

2. The required application, fees, and credentials to the board; and

3. Documentation of passage of an examination equivalent to the Virginia examination at the
time of initial licensure or documentation of passage of an examination required by another state



at the time of initia licensure in that state and active, clinical practice with a current, unrestricted
license for at least seven five years prior to applying for licensure in Virginia.

4. For the purpose of this subsection, active, clinical practice shall mean at least 2,500 hours of
patient care over afive-year period:;

C. A physical therapist or physical therapist assistant seeking licensure by endorsement who has
not actively practiced physical therapy for at least 160 hours within the two years immediately
preceding his application for licensure shall first successfully complete a 480-hour traineeship as
specified by subsection B of 18V AC112-20-140.



