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MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to ensure safe and competent
patient care by licensing health professionals, 
enforcing standards of practice, and providing 
information to health care practitioners and the 
public.
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    Draft Meeting Minutes 
December 9, 2025, Board Meeting 

 
 
 

Call to Order  

The Virginia Board of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology’s December 9, 2025, meeting was 
called to order at 11:30 a.m. at the Department of Health Professions (DHP), Perimeter Center, 9960 
Mayland Drive, 2nd Floor, Board Room 3, Henrico, Virginia 23233.   

Presiding Officer 
Melissa A. McNichol, AuD, CCA-A 
 
Members Present  
Lisa G. Wallace-Davis, OD  
Wayne Shaia, MD 
Jennifer Radford Gay, MS, CCC-SLP 
James Wells, RPh 
Laura H. Vencill, MS, CCC-SLP 
Bethany Rose, AuD 
 
Staff Present 
Arne W. Owens, Director, DHP 
Kelli G. Moss, Executive Director 
Claire C. Foley, Deputy Executive Director 
Matt Novak, Agency Regulatory Coordinator 
M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Board Counsel 
Yetty Shobo, PhD, Director of Healthcare Workforce Data Center (HWDC), DHP 
Laura L. Jackson, Board Administrator 
Laura D. Paasch, Senior Licensing & Operations Specialist 
 
Public Present 
Melanie-Joy H. Dorn, MA, CCC-SLP, Vice President of Government & Professional Affairs, Speech-
Language Hearing Association of Virginia 
 
Establishment of Quorum 
Seven out of seven board members were present in the Richmond office, constituting a quorum for 
conducting business.    
 
Introduction 
Dr. McNichol welcomed Mr. M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General, as counsel for this 
board.  She noted that Mr. Saunders, along with another assistant attorney general, provided valuable 
support to the board following previous board counsel’s transition to a new role in September 2024.  Dr. 
McNichol expressed the Board’s appreciation for the Office of the Attorney Generals’ continued assistance 
during this transition and that she was pleased to officially welcome Mr. Saunders as board counsel. 
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Ordering of Agenda
Dr. McNichol opened the floor to any edits or corrections to the agenda. Ms. Moss informed the board that 
due to a scheduling conflict she suggested the Board reorder the agenda to allow Mr. Owens to provide the 
agency director’s report after the Board completed its discussion items.   

A MOTION was made by Mr. Wells to reorder the agenda as requested. The motion was seconded
by Dr. Wallace-Davis and carried unanimously. 

Public Comment
Ms. Moss reported there were no requests to provide public comment. 

Approval of Minutes
Dr. McNichol opened the floor to any edits or corrections to the draft minutes of the full board meeting and 
formal hearing held on July 8, 2025.  With no additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as 
presented.

Legislative/Regulatory Report
Mr. Novak provided a report on regulatory activity and the status of current regulatory actions.   

Consideration of Petition for Rulemaking to Eliminate 18 VAC 30-21-60(A)(2)(c).
After reviewing the Petition for Rulemaking and related public comments, the Board discussed aspects of 
the postgraduate clinical experience requirement, including whether it is necessary for new graduates to 
obtain on-the-job training under supervision for licensure and the supervision process. Board members 
agreed that additional clinical experience is very important and is necessary. They also noted that the 
ASLP Compact and all other U.S. licensing boards except one require applicants to have completed 
postgraduate clinical hours under supervision.   

A MOTION was made by Dr. Shaia to take no action with respect to this petition as the Board 
believes the requirement under 18 VAC 30-21-60(A)(2)(c) is necessary and appropriate for 
licensure.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Vencill and carried unanimously. 

Consideration of Proposed Stage Language to Implement the ASLP Compact
The Board held a brief discussion regarding the changes to the proposed regulations for entry into the 
ASLP Compact presented by Mr. Novak.  

A MOTION was made by Dr. Wallace-Davis to adopt proposed regulations to implement the 
ASLP Compact. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wells and carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items
2025 Healthcare Workforce Data Center Reports
Dr. Yetty Shobo presented the 2025 Healthcare Workforce Data Center reports for Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology.  
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Revised Sanctions Reference Point (SRP) Manual 
Ms. Moss and Ms. Foley provided the updated SRP manual for the Board’s consideration that was 
developed based on the changes to the worksheet and instructions that the Board adopted at its July business 
meeting. Ms. Moss informed the Board that the current SRP manual has been classified as a policy 
document, which is available to the public on the Board’s website. 
  

A MOTION was made by Mr. Wells to adopt the revised SRP manual as a policy document.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Wallace-Davis and carried unanimously. 

Agency Director’s Report
Mr. Owens thanked all Board members and staff for their work on the Board. He stated the new Governor 
will take office on January 17, 2026, and that a team has been created at DHP to facilitate a smooth 
transition to the new administration. He announced that a new DHP director will be appointed by the 
Governor and that DHP will continue to follow its mission under the new director, focusing on 
operational and budgetary efficiency measures and participating in the development of the 2027-2028 
biennial budget. He anticipated the January 14, 2026 General Assembly session will include proposed 
legislation relating to the agency’s health regulatory boards.  

Board Counsel’s Report
Mr. Saunders stated there are three attorneys in the attorney general’s office that work with DHP boards, 
and now that all three positions are filled, he is pleased to be working with this Board on a permanent 
basis.  

Chair’s Report
Dr. McNichol had no information to report to the Board. 

Staff Reports
Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Moss provided an update on the ASLP-International Compact (IC), noting that Ms. Gay and Dr. Rose 
are Virginia’s delegates.  She stated that 37 states are now part of the ASLP-IC and that Compact Connect 
is operational as of October 28, 2025, accepting applications from Louisiana and West Virginia. Board 
staff are developing the processes and applications for Virginia to participate in the ASLP-IC once the 
final regulations are in effect. She stated board staff will continue to post ASLP-IC updates and 
information on its website as it becomes available. 

Ms. Moss presented DHP’s conflict-of-interest policy that requires all board members under DHP to 
submit a signed acknowledgement of this policy. 

Ms. Moss provided information on educational outreach, reporting she has been contacted by Old 
Dominion University and University of Virginia to provide board information to graduate students. She 
stated she was recently contacted by the Speech-Language Hearing Association of Virginia (SHAV) to 
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present at its 2026 annual meeting. Ms. Moss expressed appreciation for the opportunities provided to 
board staff to connect with licensees, applicants and the public. 

Ms. Moss is working with Kelly Smith, DHP’s Director of Communications, on a board newsletter to 
increase public awareness and engagement. 

Ms. Moss announced Ms. Tamara Farmer has left the board as the senior licensing specialist after serving 
eight years in this position, and Ms. Laura Paasch immediately volunteered to take on additional duties 
providing critical support to applicants. She stated Ms. Paasch has done an outstanding job and has now 
assumed all licensing duties for the ASLP board on a permanent basis. This change in board staff duties 
increases the efficiency and effectiveness of licensing processes for this board.  

Ms. Moss reported that Ms. Laura Jackson will be more extensively involved in regulatory and policy 
matters going forward as she has completed the licensing staff transition and training processes for all 
boards under her supervision. This includes providing licensing reports to the Board starting with this 
meeting, updating applications and developing newsletters.  

Licensing report and statistics
Ms. Jackson provided an update on the Board’s licensing statistics as follows.   

Profession Licenses Issued
Average 

Processing Days
Audiologist 31 36
Provisional License 2 2
Reinstatement 6 11
School Speech-Language Pathologist 21 23
Speech-Language Pathologist 158 15
Provisional to Full 63 24
Reinstatement 27 21
Total 303

Discipline report and statistics
Ms. Foley provided an update on the open and closed discipline cases as follows. 

Discipline Open Cases Closed Cases
July 9, 2025 - December 8, 2025 31 10

New Business
No new business was reported.  
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Next Meeting
Dr. McNichol announced the next full board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 21, 2026. Ms. Moss 
reviewed the 2026 calendar and announced that board members will receive calendar invitations to board 
meetings and for disciplinary hearings. By accepting these invitations, Board members will notify staff in 
advance who will attend for staff to ensure a quorum is attained.  

Adjournment
With no objection, Dr. McNichol adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m. 

_________________________________ 
Kelli G. Moss
Executive Director
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Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology 
Current Regulatory Actions 

As of April 2, 2026 
 

In the Governor’s Office 
 

VAC Stage Subject Matter 
Submitted 

from 
agency 

Time in 
current 
location 

Notes 

18VAC30-21 Final 
Regulatory 
clean-up of 
section 131 

7/10/2025 31 days 

Corrects references 
that were not 
changed in a 
previous action. 

 
In the Secretary’s Office 
 

VAC Stage Subject Matter 
Submitted 

from 
agency 

Time in 
current 
location 

Notes 

18VAC30-21 Proposed 
Implementation 
of the ASLP 
Compact 

12/12/2025 1 day Enters Virginia into 
the ASLP Compact. 

In the Department of Planning and Budget 

None. 
 
In the Office of the Attorney General 
 
None. 

Recently effective or awaiting publication 

None. 
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Action Item: Consideration of Petition for Rulemaking 

 

Included in your Agenda Package: 

 Petition for Rulemaking from the American Academy of Audiology; and 
 Public comments received on TownHall 

 

Staff Note: There were 13 comments on the petition, with 11 in support and 2 in opposition. 

 

Action Needed: 

 Motion to either: 
o Accept the petition and initiate rulemaking; OR 
o Take no action on the petition, clearly stating why. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
Board of Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology 

9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300 (804) 367-4630 (Tel) 
Richmond, Virginia 23233-1463 (804) 527-4471 (Fax) 

Note: As of June 1, 2019, the Boards phone number will change to: (804) 597-4132 

Petition for Rule-making 
The Code of Virginia (§ 2.2-4007) and the Public Participation Guidelines of this board require a person who wishes to petition the board to 
develop a new regulation or amend an existing regulation to provide certain information. Within 14 days of receiving a valid petition, the 
board will notify the petitioner and send a notice to the Register of Regulations identifying the petitioner, the nature of the request and the 
plan for responding to the petition. Following publication of the petition in the Register, a 21-day comment period will begin to allow written 
comment on the petition. Within 90 days after the comment period, the board will issue a written decision on the petition. If the board has 
not met within that 90-day period, the decision will be issued no later than 14 days after it next meets. 

 

Please provide the information requested below. (Print or Type) 
Petitioner’s full name (Last, First, Middle initial, Suffix,) 

Patrick Gallagher, American Academy of Audiology  

Street Address 
 
11480 Commerce Park Drive, Suite 220 

Area Code and Telephone Number 
 
800-222-2336 

City 
Reston  
 

State 
VA 

Zip Code 
20190 

Email Address (optional) 
mmoore@audiology.org  

Fax (optional) 

Respond to the following questions: 
1. What regulation are you petitioning the board to amend? Please state the title of the regulation and the section/sections you want the 

board to consider amending. 
 
18 VAC30-21-60. Qualifications for initial licensure. Section A.  

2. Please summarize the substance of the change you are requesting and state the rationale or purpose for the new or amended rule. 

 
The Academy requests that the Board reinstate American Board of Audiology (ABA) certification as an accepted 
pathway for audiologists applying for licensure in Virginia. Specifically, the requested change would restore ABA 
certification as an alternative credential demonstrating that an applicant has met nationally recognized education and 
competency standards equivalent to those required for other approved pathways. 

 
The removal of ABA certification unintentionally eliminated a recognized licensure pathway for audiologists. Under 
the current regulation, applicants must either hold ASHA CCCs or provide qualifying education and official Praxis 
examination scores. However, Praxis scores are not retained indefinitely, leaving many experienced audiologists 
without access to their historical test records. ABA certification provides a valid, nationally accepted credential that 
verifies an audiologist’s education, training, and professional competency. Reinstating ABA as a licensure pathway 
would prevent unnecessary barriers for qualified audiologists and ensure that the regulation reflects the full range of 
recognized professional standards within the field.  
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3. State the legal authority of the board to take the action requested. In general, the legal authority for the adoption of regulations by the 
board is found in § 54.1-2400 of the Code of Virginia. If there is other legal authority for promulgation of a regulation, please provide that
Code reference.

Signature:
Date:12/16/25

March 2019
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February 6th, 2026 
  
VA Professional and Occupational Licensing Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology 
9960 Mayland Drive 
Suite 300 
Henrico, VA 23233 
 
Submitted Via Online Townhall & emailed to Executive Director Kelli Moss 
(kelli.moss@dhp.virginia.gov)  
 
Re: Amendment of 18VAC30-21-60(A) to include American Board of Audiology certification as an 
accepted pathway for audiologists applying for licensure 

Dear Members of the Board, 

The American Academy of Audiology (the Academy) appreciates the opportunity to submit 
comments in support of amending 18VAC30-21-60(A) to include American Board of Audiology 
(ABA) certification as an accepted pathway for audiologists applying for licensure. The 
Academy is the largest professional organization of, by, and for audiologists and is dedicated to 
advancing quality hearing and balance care through professional development, education, 
research, and increased public awareness. 

The amendment seeks the restoration of ABA certification in the licensure regulations as an 
alternative pathway to audiology licensure while maintaining rigorous professional standards. 
When ABA certification was removed from the regulations, the result was not increased 
flexibility, but rather the elimination of a recognized pathway, leaving applicants with effectively 
a single certification-based option for licensure. This narrowing of pathways makes it more 
difficult for qualified audiologists to become licensed in Virginia.  

ABA certification is a nationally recognized credential that reflects comprehensive education, 
examination, and professional requirements specific to the practice of audiology. The ABA 
certification process is designed exclusively for audiologists and requires demonstration of 
advanced competencies, making it a highly rigorous and profession-specific credential. In many 
respects, ABA certification represents a more specialized and stringent standard for the practice 
of audiology than broader certification pathways that are not exclusively focused on audiology. 

the Commonwealth recognizes the CCC, it should likewise recognize ABA certification. 
Explicitly restoring ABA certification alongside other accepted pathways would preserve 
applicant choice and accurately reflect the diverse, high-quality training routes within the 
audiology profession. Explicitly restoring ABA certification alongside other accepted pathways 
would preserve applicant choice, ensure recognition of a highly rigorous audiology-specific 
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credential, and accurately reflect the diverse, high-quality training routes within the audiology 
profession. 

Thank you for your consideration of this amendment and for your continued work to modernize 
and clarify audiology licensure in Virginia. The Academy appreciates the opportunity to provide 
input on this petition and looks forward to continued collaboration with the Board. If you have 
any questions regarding these comments, please contact Joanne Zurcher, Vice President of 
Government Relations, at jzurcher@audiology.org.  

Sincerely, 

 
David Zapala, PhD 
President, American Academy of Audiology 
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Speech Pathology/Audiology Monthly Snapshot for February 2026 
Speech Pathology/Audiology closed as many cases in February as received. Speech Pathology/Audiology 
closed 0 patient care cases and 2 non-patient care cases for a total of 2 cases. 

Cases Closed 
Patient Care  0 
Non-Patient Care 2 
Total 2 
  

Speech Pathology/Audiology has received 1 patient care case and 1 non-patient care case for a total of 2 
cases. 

Cases Received 
Patient Care 1 
Non-Patient Care 1 
Total 2 
  

As of February 28,2026, there were 9 patient care cases open and 4 non-patient care cases open for a 
total of 13 cases. 

Cases Open 
Patient Care 9 
Non-Patient Care 4 
Total 13 
  

There are 6,559 Speech Pathology/Audiology licensees as of February 28,2026. The number of current 
licenses are broken down by profession in the following chart. 

Current Licenses 
Audiologist 647 
School Speech-Language Pathologist 327 
Speech-Language Pathologist 5,585 
Total for Speech Pathology/Audiology 6,559 
  

There were 57 licenses issued for Speech Pathology/Audiology for the month of February. The number 
of licenses issued are broken down by profession in the following chart. 

Licenses Issued 
Audiologist 3 
Provisional Speech-Language Pathologist 2 
School Speech-Language Pathologist 4 
Speech-Language Pathologist 48 
Total for Speech Pathology/Audiology 57 
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AUDIOLOGY AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 
 

2026 CALENDAR  
 
 

 
March 20, 2026 
(Friday) 
 

TR 1 
9:00 AM  

 
INFORMAL CONFERENCE(S) 

 

 
April 21, 2026 
(Tuesday) 
 

BR 3 
9 a.m. 

 
BOARD MEETING 

FORMAL HEARING IF NEEDED 
 

 
July 7, 2026 
(Tuesday) 
 

BR 4 
9 a.m. 

 
BOARD MEETING 

FORMAL HEARING IF NEEDED 
 

 
September 25, 2026 
(Friday) 
 

TR 1 
9:00 AM  

 
INFORMAL CONFERENCE(S) 

 

 
December 8, 2026 
(Tuesday) 
 

BR 3 
9:00 AM  

 
BOARD MEETING 

FORMAL HEARING IF NEEDED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALENDAR_ASLP_2026 
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