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Agency name Virginia Department of Labor and Industry/Safety and Health Codes 

Board 

Virginia Administrative Code 
(VAC) citation  

§1910.97, Nonionizing radiation; 

§1910.145, Specifications for accident prevention signs and tags; 

§1910.261, Pulp, paper, and paper board mills;  

§1926.200, Accident prevention signs and tags; 

§1926.201, Signaling; and 

§1926.202, Barricades 

 

Regulation title Updating OSHA Standards Based on National Consensus Standards 
for Signage 

Action title Direct Final Rule for Updating OSHA Standards Based on National 
Consensus Standards for Signage 

Final agency action date July 18, 2013 

Document preparation date August 19, 2013 

 
When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006 of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act (APA), the agency is encouraged to provide information to the public on the Regulatory 
Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act, Executive Orders 14 (2010) and 58 (1999), and the Virginia Register Form, Style, and Procedure 
Manual.  

 

Summary  
 
Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                

 

On June 13, 2013, Federal OSHA has issued a Direct Final Rule to update its general industry and 

construction signage standards by adding references to the latest versions of the American National 

Standards Institute (“ANSI”) standards on specifications for accident prevention signs and tags, ANSI 

Z535.1-2006 (R2011), Z535.2-2011 and Z535.5-2011, along with an identical proposed rule [78 FR 

35585]. This Direct Final Rule updates the references to ANSI consensus standards in four provisions of 
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OSHA’s general industry and construction standards:  §§1910.97, Nonionizing radiation; 1910.145, 

Specifications for accident prevention signs and tags; 1910.261, Pulp, paper, and paper board mills; and 

1926.200 Accident prevention signs and tags. OSHA also has retained the existing references to the 

earlier ANSI standards, ANSI Z53.1-1967, Z35.1-1968 and Z35.2-1968, in its signage standards, thereby 

providing employers an option to comply with the updated or earlier standards.  OSHA has also 

incorporated by reference Part VI of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (“MUTCD”), 1988 

Edition, Revision 3, into the incorporation-by-reference section of the construction standards, having 

inadvertently omitted this edition of the MUTCD from §§1926.201, Signaling, and 1926.202, Barricades, 

during an earlier rulemaking, and has amended citations in two provisions of the construction standards 

to show the correct incorporation-by-reference section. 

 

Statement of final agency action 
 
Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including (1) the date the action was 
taken, (2) the name of the agency taking the action, and (3) the title of the regulation. 
                

 

On July 18, 2013, the Safety and Health Codes adopted the Update of OSHA’s Standards Based on 

National Consensus Standards for Signage, with an effective date of November 1, 2013. 

 

Family impact 
 
Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  

               

This regulatory action will have no impact on the institution of the family and family stability. 
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Updating OSHA Standards Based on National Consensus Standards for Signage;  

Direct Final Rule  

 

 

 As Adopted by the 

 

 Safety and Health Codes Board 

 

 Date:  July 18, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 

 

 VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 

 

 Effective Date:  November 1, 2013 

 

  

16VAC25-90-1910.97, Nonionizing Radiation, §1910.97; 

16VAC25-90-1910.145, Specifications for Accident Prevention Signs and Tags, §1910.145; 

16VAC25-90-1910.261, Pulp, Paper, and Paper Board Mills, §1910.261;  

16VAC25-175-1926.200, Accident Prevention Signs and Tags, §1926.200; 

16VAC25-175-1926.201, Signaling, §1926.201; and 

16VAC25-175-1926.202, Barricades, §1926.202 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH-09 
 

 

 4

When the regulations, as set forth in the Direct Final Rule Updating OSHA Standards Based on the 

National Consensus Standards for Signage, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor 

and Industry and/or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as 

below: 

 

 

Federal Terms     VOSH Equivalent 

 

29 CFR      VOSH Standard 

 

Assistant Secretary    Commissioner of Labor and 

      Industry 

 

Agency      Department 

 

September 11, 2013 November 1, 2013 
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