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BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS, WETLAND PROFESSIONALS and
GEOLOGISTS MEETING MINUTES

The Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists met on January
19, 2024 at the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR), 9960 Mayland Q

Drive, Richmond, Virginia.

Members present for all or part of the meeting:

Citizens
Bennette Burks
Robin Jones
Steven Yob

Soil Scientists
Larry Giannasi
David Hall

Members absent from the meeting:

Soil Scientists
Alexis Jones

Staff present for all or part of t@tm@

21 an‘bf

é%s**

ughwo

@ot

Geologists
Shannon George

Matt Heller
Michael Lawless

Q\
Wetland Delineato@
Robin Bedenbau

Justi rown

éQ

<
,\vc’ @@J

@?‘
@9 C9(<’é
I?r%ctor

puty Director
Deputy Director
xecutive Director

ry Operations Administrator
, Regulatory Affairs Manager

Williams, Admlnlstratlve Coordinator

Q

Emerson Executive Director- Examinations

\(b J e?@fer Sayegh- Policy and Legislative Affairs Manager

Grace F

\o

s-H

es, BPOR Liaison, was not present at the meeting with regrets.

J aws@ssistant Attorney General, was present from the office of the Attorney General.

of the audience:

)
NS

&es Kraska-Wetland Delineator, Director of Environmental Services Townes Site
ineering, Secretary for the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals

Elijah Wright- Wetland Delineator, Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals

Ms. Jones, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.

Call to Order
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Ms. Nosbisch advised the Board of the emergency evacuation procedures. Emergency
Evacuation

Mr. Brown arrived at 10:33 a.m. Arrival of %é@ﬁ_ﬁ
Member %
_%

Ms. Nosbisch introduced Kishore S. Thota as the new Director, Brian Wolford as Anngﬁ e@‘ Q
the new Chief Deputy Director of DPOR, Ms. Williams as the Administrative 6\

Coordinator, and Mr. Yob as the new Citizen member, replacing Molly Parker.

Each of the board members introduced themselves. $\O GQ

Mr. Lawless moved to approve the agenda with amendments. Mr. Beden ﬁ% &proval of
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by members: ‘Q Agenda
Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giannasi, Hall, Heller, R. Jong\gwle \

and Yob.
Mr. Burks moved to approve the minutes of the Sep Y;r &23 @rd Approval of
meeting. Mr. Giannasi seconded the motion, ove members: Minutes
Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giann %@H T, nes, Lawless,
and Yob.

?‘ & rg\\o \g
Mr. Kraska, a certified Wetland Deli &0 se co to the Board  Public Comment
regarding the proposed changes t edu nal re for Wetland Period
Delineators. Mr. Krasha wants consi tion of existing
educational requirements an nts inf @ed %ﬁbhc hearing would be
scheduled in the near future. @ Q’{

Mr. Wright, a certified Wet ‘@\I?el'
regarding the proposed changes fq elineators and requested
clarifications surroundi §qubl' gagement process for the proposed changes.
Mr. Wright encour: he g@d to fully consider the integrity and essential role
of Wetland Deli @ors, @/ a panel of outside experts be involved in a full
review of thes@ose nges under the supervision of the Board, be made
aware of aeﬁ)u lg&@arings and have an outline of the remainder of regulatory
review. X
oo O
Krr%n S &is-Brown emailed the Board on December 7, 2023, expressing
con about changing the requirements when it comes to obtaining a
@(8\, et§n elineator certification. Ms. Shacochis-Brown request the Board to not

essed his concerns to the Board

the regulations and keep them strict.

Ms Jones read the following resolution for consideration by the Board:
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RESOLUTION TO Resolution for
Molly Parker
Molly Parker
o)
WHEREAS, Molly Parker, did faithfully and diligently serve as a Board member of %\
the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists 0@ (\
from 2015 to 2024; 0 ,5‘\
: \

WHEREAS, Molly Parker, did devote generously of her time, talent and leadershlp é

to the Board; GQ

WHEREAS, Molly Parker, did endeavor at all times to render demsm%%lth (b'
fairness and good judgment in the best interest of the citizens of the Corw
and these professions; and

WHEREAS, the Board for Professional Soil Scwntlsts tlan fes séng)s and

Geologists wishes to acknowledge its gratitude for ed @erson who
is held in high esteem by the members of oar th izens of the

Commonwealth; 0 Q OQ

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOI,%O?by & %ssional Soil
Scientists, Wetland Professionals, a logi is 1 uary 2024, that
Molly Parker, be given all honors gesp }&1 standing service to
the Commonwealth and its citi nd

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, t é be presented to her and be
made a part of the official mlm? of t@ that all may know of the high
regard in which she is held Bo

The Board members a e§\to 6l(%solut1gy consensus.

Ms. Sayegh addr@& th. grd with a General Assembly update, regarding House = General Assembly
Bill 1182,ap al t e changes to Virginia’s voluntary Professional Wetland Update

Delineator 1ﬁcg§t t{On to align the statute with the Universal Licensing
Recogni i (ULR)' atute.

b tated the Board that they will be given a copy of the verbiage of

é@ se 82 at a later date.
sbisch stated the soil scientist update items were provided for Soil Scientists
rmatlonal purposes. Update
Ms. Nosbisch stated the wetland professional update items were provided for Wetland
informational purposes. Professionals

Update
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Ms. Nosbisch stated the geologist update items were provided for informational Geologists Update

purposes.

N\
Ms. Davis informed the Board that public comment for Periodic Regulatory Regulato ev1ew
Review was from July 31, 2023 to August 21, 2023, and there were three pdat%
comments for Soil Scientists, 38 comments for Wetland Delineators, and 65
comments for Geologists. Mr. Bedenbaugh moved to approve the proposed é\% 6\
responses to the public comments. Mr. Lawless seconded the motion which was

unanimously approved by: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giannasi, Halk\o GQ
Heller, R. Jones, Lawless, and Yob. Mr. Giannasi moved to retain the curre K
regulations as is. Mr. Lawless seconded the motion which was unanimous

approved by: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giannasi, Hall, Helgg)

Jones, Lawless, and Yob.

Ms. Davis informed the Board that the wish list for So ien f S

changes submitted to the Director’s Office was n ed the a@ncy and
the statutes will remain as is. Ms. Davis stated ny regwlatio at were
l@% es

anticipated to change because of possible ¢ , 1?/ need to revert
back to their original language. Mr. Gian lations back

toteve regu
to the current language. Mr. Lawless s ed t otio ic@s

unanimously approved by: Bedenbatgh, Bro n,“Burks; e&/@ annasi, Hall,

Heller, R. Jones, Lawless, and Yov 6 Q)@

Ms. Davis noted that public @m $ the 1 Sci ?Bts General Regulatory

Review was November 9, 2023 th 24. No comments received.

Ms. Davis informed the Bo at t r Wetland Delineators of statute
changes submitted to th,e recto s not picked up by the agency and
the statutes will remat z}s avis stdted that any regulations that were
anticipated to chan p0551b1e changes to statutes, now need to revert
back to their orlg\ angyage. Mr. DeBerry moved to revert the regulations back
to the origin @gua r. Bedenbaugh seconded the motion which was
unanimou ppr \@d by: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giannasi, Hall,

Heller n 6k less, and Yob.

V1S rmed the Board that public comment for Wetland Professional
6@ era ulatory Review was from October 23, 2023 to December 8§, 2023,
*Sand were 89 comments. Mr. Bedenbaugh moved to the approve the
@fb ed responses to the public comments. Mr. Lawless seconded the motion
ch was unanimously approved by: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George,
iannasi, Hall, Heller, R. Jones, Lawless, and Yob.

Ms. Davis informed the Board that during the Geologist General Regulatory
Review, the Board considered some changes to qualifications for certification,
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including removing language describing acceptable courses in geologic science
and descriptions of work that are acceptable experience. During Executive
Branch review, it was suggested that these provisions be reinserted. Mr. Lawless
moved to reinsert the language describing acceptable courses and descriptions of
acceptable experience. Ms. George seconded the motion which was unanimously 6\
approved by: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, George, Giannasi, Hall, Heller, R. 0@
Jones, Lawless, and Yob. O

O \
Ms. Davis requested the Board review the Geology Information Sheet for é
accuracy. The Board confirmed by consensus that the course descriptions on th@ GQ
Geology Information Sheet were accurate. K
Ms. Davis informed the Board that there has been no movement at this 6@3 ‘Q
regarding fee adjustments and the NOIRA is at the Governor’s Offic 6\, (&

Ms. Davis informed the Board that the Agency is curr y rng PSSWPG
guidance documents to determine if they need to bg - ined.(amen Guidance
repealed. Ms. Davis stated to the Board that th 1da ocument Document
for Wetland Professionals’ Scope of Practic Qded

bﬁe rew,ey
After a brief discussion, Mr. DeBerry ﬁgﬁ \s
document as is. Mr. Bedenbaugh se roved by:
Bedenbaugh, Burks, George, Gla\él elle , Lawless, and Yob.
Mr. Brown denied the motlon ot ret e I@ PG guidance
document had passed.

Ms. Davis exited the meeting a&@ 16 @ Q Departure of

DPOR Staff
Mr. Emerson present tbﬂ}le Profe 10nal Wetland Delineator Examination
Examination statlst -2023, VA Geology statistics from March 2023  Director Report
and October 202 d S Cientists statistics for 2023 for informational
purposes. Ms @orge sted to see overall scores from other states and

passing rat m}g@l to paper exams and computer-based testing.

The@cﬁf to@recess from 12:25 p.m. to 12:40 p.m. Recess

&§‘ stated the Executive Director Report will be a part of the agenda Executive Director
r0V1ded for informational purposes only. Report

(.\Nosblsch informed the Board that the topic of Soil Scientist performing the Soil Scientist OSE
work of onsite evaluators by exemption was presented to the Board for Exemption Update
Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System
Professionals (WWWOQOSSP) at its October 13, 2023 board meeting. The
WWWOOSSP Board stated that the exemption cannot be granted per their




\ése &sent

@’b
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Board’s regulations and would require legislative action.

Mr. Wolford exited the meeting at 1:05 p.m.

Ms. Nosbich requested volunteers from the Board to present a short presentation
into “A Day in the Life...” of their specific profession. Mr. Thomas will present
at the March 4, 2024 meeting, Mr. Hall at the June 11, 2024 meeting, and Mr.
Bedenbaugh at the September 4, 2024 meeting.

Ms. Nosbisch shared a brief “A Day in the Life..

” of an Executive Director %ﬂ
was prepared for internal team members.

O
The ULR approved application count as of December 1, 2023- Ge 10&95 7@11

Scientists- 1; Wetland Delineators- 2 0
XS L L

Qxé @Q
Ms. Nosbisch reminded the Board that F1$~ 1S Qen\'@g\ $~s are due

February 1, 2024.

QQ So&&we\@ 79; Wetland
A

Ms. Nosbisch informed the fg& fi ml statements were included for
informational purposes., Q % Q

Ms. Nosbisch info
is tentatlvely sc ed f

Ms. Nosbi em d the Board the importance of regularly attending
schedul ardsQ ings to ensure a quorum.

The licensee counts as of Dec
Delineators — 122; Geologis

d about the Board Member Training Conference
ctober 10, 2024 to October 11, 2024.

rest forms and travel vouchers were completed by all board

?&e being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m.

O
O

Departure of
DPOR Statfo

A Day ﬁ?e O
e
KGQ

Universal
Licensing
Recognition
Approved
Applications

Financial
Disclosure
Statements

Licensed and
Certified

Population

Financial
Statements

Other Business

Conflict of Interest
Forms/Travel
Vouchers

Adjourn
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Carlyle “Robin” Jones, Vice Chair Q
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Subjéet: 12¥AC5-630-230. Procedures for obtaining a construction permit for a private well

Good @tternoon,

My-name is Evan Bishop, Virginia Geologist I am writing concerning newly
enforced regulation regarding the application process for permitting of residential water
supply wells in the sate of Virginia. For years, Virgina State certified geologists have
rightfully been granted full authority to select well locations and submit permit applications on
behalf of our clients. Recently, we are increasing being told that we are no longer qualified to
submit applications as we are not OSE's, WWSP's, and PE's. This change in policy is a
diversion from routine process, and especially concerning in areas of contaminated water




sites. More specifically, in locations where the OSE, WWSP or PE likely have no prior
knowledge of dissolved phase contaminated groundwater lateral and vertical extents, resulting
well placements can and does result in unusable water wells and loss of money to property
owners and in some instances effective use of state tax payer money. Practicing geologists are
more than qualified to handle simple tasks of selecting appropriate water well locations for
both routine and non-routine sites, and have been for years been granted the authority to do

so. I would like the assistance of the board of geology to help with opening conversation with
the VDH to allow for us to continue to submit applications for water well permits. Given the
VDH'’s unwillingness to retain staff,/exodus of existing staff to facilitate this type of work
internally and rely on the public sector to do so, it is now more important than ever to cotifiue
to allow state geologists to submit simple water well permit applications. I would bgwiere
that happy to discuss further, and provide contact information from VDH employgesy’VDEQ
employees, and other geologists who share my opinion concerning the matter.

Reading current administrative code, this may simply be an issue of the Y DH enforcing
pending regulation as the current code does not specify who a well owneis' agenf ¢an be. This
of course is not valid if the LIS has not been updated to reflect newly'entorcedble Code.

2VAC5-630-230. Procedures for obtaining afpenstryctibn pesmit for a private
well.

Construction permits are issued by the authority of the dommissierer. All requests for a
private well construction permit shall be by written application, ‘signed by the owner or his
agent, and shall be directed to the districtprlocal Bigalth départmefip~All applications shall be
made on an application form provide@\by the district ox loeal healh department and approved
by the commissioner.

Thank you for your considétation




Thank you for getting back to me. | was provided this information from a state representatives
office.

“VDH issued that memorandum to comply with Ch. 831 of the 2018 Acts of Assembly, which
required VDH to (among other things) "accept private evaluations and designs for private wells." Per
12VAC5-630-230, construction permits for private wells are issued by the authority of the State
Health Commissioner. Local health departments and local health districts are not separate from
VDH; they are instead regional subsidiaries of VDH itself. Since the permits are issued on the
authority of the commissioner, the memorandum controls.”

The relevant document that limited who can submit water well permit applications is feund heres

gmp-2018-03.pdf (virginia.gov)

| would like to see if the board can help to get in amended to include geologists.”"Many\DEQ
personnel would also like to see the change implemented as they rely or. (s)te sight clean water well
locations in contaminated areas where public water is not available.

Please let me know if the board is able to help with tHis fequest(

Evan




COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA o
O

Department of Health %\
N
June 29, 2018 6\% 06\
S
MEMORANDUM &O @}Q
TO: District Health Directors G ]@(b
Environmental Health Managers
Office of Environmental Health Services Staff \O ‘@
Onsite Soil Evaluators @ g‘\\C)
Professional Engineers (5)\
Onsite System Operators and In Q
Water Well System Provider ,&O

THROUGH: M. Norman Oliver, MD,

State Health Commls&n éov

THROUGH: Allen Knapp,
Office of EI&\ alth Se 1<§e

FROM: Lance Gregory, D&%

Division of O Sew@ ter Services,
Env1romne Marina Programs
SUBJECT: § RA%A AND POLICY (GMP) 2018-03

of House Bill 888; Transition of Evaluation and Design Services

PURPOS \’b ‘Q

gljas p g}addresses implementation of enactment 1, §§ 1, 2, and 3 from Chapter 831 of

Vl@a Acts of Assembly (HB 888) regarding the transition of onsite sewage system
ell evaluations and designs which take effect July 1, 2018. Other aspects of HB
ectlve dates after July 1, 2018, will be addressed in subsequent policies.

@"b’ éhe purposes of this policy are to:

1. Aid staff in proper implementation of enactment 1, §§ 1, 2 and 3 of HB 888;
2. Inform Onsite Soil Evaluators (OSEs), Professional Engineers (PEs) and Master Water
Well System Providers (WWSPs) of the expectations for private well evaluations and

l/ VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

Protecting You and Your Environment

www.vdh.virginia.gov
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designs in compliance with the Private Well Regulations (12VAC5-630, the Well
Regulations);

3. Provide guidance to agency staff and private sector professionals for processing private
well applications; and

4. Establish expectations for processing private well applications.

AUTHORITY:

HB 888 directs the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) “to take steps to eliminate
evaluation and design services for onsite sewage systems and private wells provided by the
Department.” The act includes a requirement for VDH to begin accepting evaltiations and
designs for private wells completed by certified master water well system providers opJuly 1,
2018. The act also includes a requirement that VDH transition all onsite sewage system
evaluations and design services that are not associated with a building permit or repair, and new
onsite sewage system construction evaluations and designs that are.not-for a principal place of
residence to private sector professionals beginning July 1, 2018. ©Onsite gewage system
voluntary upgrades, certification letters, and subdivision evaluafions are not associated with a
building permit or repair.

DEFINITIONS:

“Bare Application” means an applicatién for a constructici perniit or a certification letter
submitted without supporting documéntation for a properly licensed private sector designer.

“Complete Application” means‘afiapplieation for'a construation permit that includes all
necessary information needed\t process the application(as specified by code, regulation or this

policy.

“Courtesy Review” means a‘site*specifi¢ fieldreview requested by an OSE, PE, or WWSP prior
to the submission of an applicationzfor a pfivate well construction permit.

“Level 1 Review” means thedn-office analysis performed by VDH staff of the application and
supporting documhentation(Submitted by a private sector OSE, PE, or WWSP to determine
completeness,-approval, ‘et denial, as applicable, to protect public health and the environment.

“Level 2 Review-means the field analysis to include review of the site conditions and the design
certifiedby a private sector OSE, PE, or WWSP to determine approval or denial, as applicable,
toprotect public health and the environment.

“Licensed private sector professional” is an onsite soil evaluator, onsite sewage system installer,
qusite sewage system operator, professional engineer, or master water well system provider as
applicable, who is properly licensed to perform specific services through the Department of
Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR), and who is not performing such work as an
employee of VDH.
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"Minor modification of an existing sewage disposal system” means an alternation that is not a
repair, voluntary upgrade, or routine maintenance, does not result in an increase in treatment
level or volume of the system, and does not require evaluation of the soil conditions prior to
issuance of a permit. Minor modifications include but are not limited to relocation of a system
component or an additional plumbing connection to the system that does not increase the actual
or estimated flow of the system.

“Onsite Soil Evaluator” or “OSE” means a person who is licensed under Chapter 23:(§34.1-
2300 et seq.) of Title 54.1 as an onsite soil evaluator. A licensed onsite soil evaluatoris
authorized to evaluate soils and soil properties in relationship to the effects of;these propetties on
the use and management of these soils as the locations for onsite sewage systems.

"Owner" means any person who owns, leases, or proposes to own or lease.a priyate’well, an
onsite sewage system, or an alternative discharging system.

“Professional Engineer” or “PE” means a person who_is licensedunderi§.54.1-406 to engage in
the practice of engineering, which includes desi gnseotisultation) evaluation or analysis and
involves proposed or existing improvements to réal property:

"Repair" means the construction or replacefnent of al(‘ot parts'of a sewage disposal

system or private well, that is not defined as maintenanceyto Correcta failing, damaged, or
improperly functioning system or welf when suth congtédetion or replacement is required by the
Board of Health’s regulations.

“Single Lot Construction Permi¢/Certifjcation Letter” or“Certification Letter” means one
application filed by an owneher a sewage disposalsystem construction permit or certification
letter to serve an individual dwellirfg on ohe ot ot parcel of land.

“Water Well System Provider? or “WWSP¥sheans a person who is licensed under § 54.1-1129.1
who is engaged in drilling, installatjon, maintenance, or repair of water wells, water well pumps,
ground source heat exehangers, and other equipment associated with the construction, removal,
or repair of water wells, water well systems, and ground source heat pump exchangers to the
point of connection to thé’ground source heat pump.

“Well Area’\means ‘ani area on a property determined to meet appropriate criteria for the
construction of aprivate well. The entirety of the area must comply with 12-VAC5-630-380
location criteria'in order to be designated a well area. A private well may be constructed at any
pldee within a'well area without revision of a construction permit. Temporary land disturbance
associated. with well construction (e.g., grading, mud pits) may occur outside the well area.

Part I: HB 888 §1, item 1; private well evaluations and designs.

A. Roles and Responsibilities.
1. The Virginia Department of Health (V DH) shall:
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a. Review applications as necessary to assure compliance with applicable regulations and
the department’s policies prior to approval or denial of an application.

b. Conduct Level 1 and Level 2 reviews.

c. Provide a site-specific field courtesy review as time and resources may allow. The
courtesy review is voluntary and will be provided at the sole discretion of the local
health department. Staff will not render case decisions for requests for courtesy
reviews.

d. Initiate procedures to revoke or modify permit approval when there is reasonto-believe
the approval does not comply with applicable regulations.

e. Inspect all private wells prior to final approval of the well.

2. The private sector OSE, PE, or WWSP shall:

a. Certify that work performed meets all applicable regulations when that'work is used to
seek a permit or other approval from VDH.

b. Assure site evaluations and designs comply with all applicable regulations and this
policy. The OSE, PE, or WWSP shall conduget the sanitary survey required per
12VAC5-630-380.A, to include onsite in§pection and-review of existing well and
onsite permits for the property and applicable adjacent properties.

c. OSEs, PEs, and WWSP are expecteddto perfotm’a final inspection for any private well
installed pursuant to a construction permit based.omra design certified by the OSE, PE,
or WWSP. A completed Uniform "WaterWell Completion Report may be submitted
by WWSPs in lieu of an ipspection fora well\permitted based on the WWSP’s
evaluation and design.

3. Relationship to onsite'séwage system applicatiens:

For new residential construetion, whére private well construction is often permitted and
performed in conjunction with.that of opsite sewage systems, a certified master WWSP may
perform evaluations and desigris forthe privateiwell separate from the onsite sewage system
evaluation and design from,an OSE\er PE.\WWSPs, OSEs, and PEs are encouraged to
coordinate efforts so that‘applications for Well construction and for onsite sewage system
construction on thesamie site do not conflict.

B. General Réquirements.

1. Allrequestssfor VDH approvals or reviews must be made on the appropriate application
form (s€e Application for a Sewage Disposal System and/or Private Well Construction
Permit). A complete application from the owner or owner’s agent is required to apply for
and-feceive a construction permit. The owner of record must give VDH permission to
enter the property to process the application.

2. All evaluation reports and designs submitted to VDH must be in the form specified by
regulation, the Code of Virginia, and applicable agency policy. The OSE, PE, or WWSP
must certify that evaluations and designs comply with the applicable regulations.
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3. Valid construction permits for private wells are transferable to new property owners.
Valid construction permits remain in force through property transfers. A new application
is not required. At the owner’s request, VDH will revise owner information for valid
construction permits in VDH’s database. Submitting a permit transfer form is voluntary.
Valid construction permits transfer to new owners whether or not a permit transfer form
has been submitted. All private well construction permits are null and void and are not
valid when (i) conditions such as house location, sewage system location, sewerage
system location, well location, topography, drainage ways, or other site conditions-are
changed from those shown on the application; (ii) conditions are changed from\those
shown on the construction permit; or (iii) more than 54 months elapse from{the date the
permit was issued.

C. Applications: General.

Incomplete applications delay timely and accurate decision-making. Applicants are
encouraged to assure all submittals are complete at the time of subfnission®y-following the
guidelines below. This section outlines the minimum administrafive arid \documentation
requirements for processing an application. VDH staff are required to‘comply with the Work
Product Expectations (WPEs) listed in Part I Section E below. Private sector OSEs, PEs, and
WWSPs are strongly encouraged to comply,witlvthe WREs. VDH may make reasonable requests
for additional documentation for any application when'the agency deems such information
necessary for making a case decision; failure to provide soch docunientation may result in denial

of the application.

All applications with sipporting work froma private sector OSE, PE, or WWSP for
construction permits shall contgin the*tollowitdg) completed and signed, as appropriate:

1. The correct and complete.applications (sée’Application for a Sewage Disposal System
and/or Private Well Construction-Permit)

Note: Applications for wels beinginstalled for commercial purposes involving human
consumptionyvill be réferred to the VDH Office of Drinking Water for evaluation as to
whether théwell meets criteria for classification as a groundwater source for a
waterworks. Theré-is no application fee for a well serving a waterworks; however, well
constructioneritéria is subject to 12 VAC 5-590.

2.~ The appropriate fee(s);

3. Siteplan, including a proposed well point or well area location. While a survey plat is
not required, VDH recommends that they be used when available.

4, A statement on the cover page certifying that the site conditions and design comply with
applicable regulations (see Cover Page — Well Only)



GMP 2018-03
June 29, 2018
Page 6

5. Construction drawing and specifications for the well (see Example Construction Drawing
Page — Well Only; Well Specifications Worksheet; and Private Well Abandonment
Specification Worksheet, where applicable).

For bare applications, a VDH staff shall provide the items 4 and 5 as part of the application
processing procedure.

D. System Designs

1. The OSE, PE, or WWSP, as applicable, must provide sufficient detail to allowa WWSP
to accurately construct the private well. Plans and specifications must be-sufficientto
allow the successful installation of the private well. The primary goal is\o ensure'that
the private well is located on the correct property and at the correctdgeation ofirthe
property.

2. All reports must be properly marked as complying with applicablesegulations.

3. The construction drawing shall document afiyyobviousyor potential source of toxic or
dangerous substances within 200 feet ofa-proposed privatelwell pursuant to 12VAC630-
380.A. This includes both onsite visual'confirmation and review of available
documentation from VDH, DEQ, and Jocal governmentsources. Distances from features
contained in 12VACS5-630-380 and Table31 of the.Well-Regulations shall not be
estimated. Drawings must provide suffidient informationto allow a person with the
knowledge, skills, and abilities of an' Environmeéntal Health Specialist (EHS), an onsite
sewage system installer} ot'a WWSP to lpeateth€ asea in the field using the paperwork
and field markers. ERield'markers maydncludepermanent field stakes or distances and
bearings to identifiable landmyarks. Trees and wooden stakes are not considered
permanent field markers;

4. The OSE, PE, or WWSP, as applieable, shall specify the class of well, and the proposed
depth of casing and grout.

Additional information may b€ necessary depending on the regulations applicable to the specific
site.

E. Work ®ProductExpectations.

The following are Work Product Expectations (WPEs) established for all designers of
puvate wells, including those employed by VDH. These WPEs are intended to serve as
guidelines for documentation in addition to the minimum requirements outlined previously in
this'document. The WPEs are the standard expected of VDH employees. Private sector OSEs,
PESs, and WWSPs are encouraged to comply with these standards since doing so should reduce
tisinterpretations and lead to more efficient processing of applications.

A failure to adhere to these WPEs shall not result in the denial of an application.
However, as is the case with any application, VDH has discretion to conduct a Level 2 review if
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the OSE, PE, or WWSP, as applicable, fails to adhere to a particular WPE. If the Level 2 review
reveals that applicable regulations have not been followed, then VDH shall deny the application.

1. The pages of all submittals should be consecutively numbered beginning with the first
page using the format “Page x of y”. The cover page should, at a minimum, contain: (i) a
list of the documents contained in the supporting design package; (ii) a property
identification; (iii) the property owner’s name and address; (iv) the contact informatien’ of
the OSE, PE, or WWSP, as applicable; (v) date of plans; and (vi) revision dates,-To
assure that the WWSP has the correct set of plans, the health department’s appreval lettey
must correspond to the date on the cover page or, if revisions have been made, the date’of
last revision on the cover page.

2. Construction drawings and sanitary survey notes should be drawn to-8cale. (Gritical
dimensions must be shown on the drawing. This includes measurements‘te well or well
area, which should be located using triangulation from appropriate fi€ld markers. When
a well area is designated, the boundaries shall be clearly defined.addslimited on all sides.
Drawings should represent the topography in.th€ vicinify,of thelprivate well so as to
establish the topographic relationship between’the welland sotrces of contamination.

3. Inrecognition that field conditions piaylimit drill rig aCtess and set-up, well areas are
preferred to a specific well point. {All"applications\with footprints, sites, and areas
planned for private wells and,Af applicable, onsité/séwage systems should have the
proposed areas identified with accuracy and precisiomrofithree feet or less.

4. All submittals within.aBesignated Groundwater Management Areas (9VAC25-600)
should document compliancewith Groundwater’ Withdrawal Regulations (9VAC25-610).

5. All submittals should deciment(@ompliance with other applicable state laws and local
ordinances.

F. Design Changes

For privaté wells, design changes will typically require a new application and a new fee.
However, Distfict Environmental Health Managers are provided discretion to allow minor
deviations t@ the initial design without a new application and fee. It is vital that OSEs, PEs, and
WWSPs-discuss,the-proposed well location with the owner prior to submitting an application.
The use 6f well dreas is encouraged to avoid unnecessary follow-up site evaluations. When a
well\afea is designated and a dry hole is encountered, a WWSP may drill multiple wells within
the-well aréd without reapplying for a new permit for each new site, provided the dry holes are
properly/abandoned in accordance with the Well Regulations.

VDH will review any changes before issuing a well approval. Any changes that do not
fully comply with applicable regulations may result in the construction permit being deemed null
and void. In such case, the owner will be required to submit a new application and a new
application fee. If improperly installed, the owner may be required to abandon the private well.
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G. VDH Application Review.

1.

All applications and fees must be logged into VDH’s data system by local and district
health departments. As a best practice, all applications should be reviewed for
completeness at the time they are received. That way, if the application is incomplete for
any reason, VDH can contact the applicant and/or designer to provide the missing
information so that VDH can fully evaluate the application.

An incomplete application should not be logged in, nor should fees be accepted\for an
application that is known to be incomplete at the time it is filed. Whenever pOssible;
administrative support staff should be responsible for these tasks. If arfdhcomplete
application is accepted, it will be denied.

VDH’s process for reviewing applications for private well construction permits will
employ Level 1 and Level 2 reviews.

a. A Level 1 review includes a cursory reviewite.nake a'détermihation as to whether the
application is complete. The Level 1 review ‘confirms’the sité and design certified by
the OSE, PE, or WWSP complies withzapplicable regulations.

b. A Level | review consists of adminisfrative andtechnical reviews and does not include
field review. Local and district health departmentsShould complete a Level 1 review
of every application as soon as practicable:

For Level 1 reviews, staff.shquld review VDH records\fo verify the site was not
previously denied a pepmit(and theproposédwell"'does not conflict with the minimum set
back distances for fedtures on ddjacent-properties;~This review of VDH records
constitutes a quality asSurance’veview'dand ji§ not a substitute for a sanitary survey, which
is necessary to positively establish ‘setbacks with certainty. The ultimate responsibility
for establishing setbaek distances’rematins-with the OSE, PE, or WWSP certifying the
submitted work.

The Level 2 réview is@ydetailed review of the site conditions and the design certified by a
private seetor’ OSE, RE, or WWSP. The Level 2 review is discretionary and should be
performed 'on at-lédst 10% of applications submitted with supporting work from each
private-sector, OSE, PE, and WWSP. In addition, staff is strongly encouraged to conduct
a L&vel 2 reyiew when a submittal lacks a WPE specified in this policy.

a. If aLevel 2 review is not performed and the application complies with the minimum
requirements of the applicable regulations and this policy based upon the Level 1
réview, then a construction permit must be issued. Applications that do not comply
with the minimum requirements of the applicable regulations must be denied. The
denial must be linked to the appropriate OSE, PE or WWSP in the VDH data system.

b. A Level 2 review assesses the performance of private sector OSEs, PEs, and WWSPs
by sampling a subset of the work submitted by the OSE, PE, or WWSP.

c. Staff should conduct their Level 2 reviews prior to approving or denying an
application. Level 2 reviews should only be conducted after approving or denying an
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application when requested by the owner, the owner’s agent, the designer, or the
WWSP responsible for installing the well.

d. A Level 2 review may include a sanitary survey, including review of onsite sewage
systems and private wells on adjacent parcels or other actions necessary to assure that a
site or design complies with applicable regulations.

e. Except in extraordinary circumstances, the local or district health department shall
notify the owner and the OSE, PE, or WWSP when intending to conduct a Level\2

review,

6. The local health department shall provide a copy of each approval or denial based gnyan
OSE, PE, or WWSP certification to the licensed individual that certified the site;
Additionally, a copy of any Level 1 and Level 2 forms used in the rediew of the submittal
shall be provided to the owner and the OSE, PE, WWSP, as applicable. Sending a copy
of the approval or denial letter including the permit identificationtumber¢when the
approval is for a construction permit), and a copy of the LeyelNl "and, [&vel 2 forms (when
applicable), normally shall be sufficient to comply with this-poli¢ys Electronic transmittal
via email to the owner and OSE, PE, or WW.SR;When @n emajliaddress is provided will
satisfy this requirement.

H. Denials of Applications

VDH will deny incomplete applicafions afid-applieations-wlhere staff determined that the
proposed design does not comply with the Well Regulations o that installation of the well would
create an actual or potential healthhazard, orthe prdpeseddlesign would adversely impact the
groundwater resource. Denial{gtters must\Clearly ‘State the'rights and administrative remedies
available to the owner.

I. Final Inspections; General Requirentents and Expectations.

The local health departments will,perfform 100% construction inspections of all private
wells for both VDH and ‘private(sector designs. At a minimum, staff will obtain and record (in
the VDH data system)-GPS coordinates for all private wells as specified in previous GMP’s.
Inspections will dkeplace prior to issuance of the Inspection Statement.

OSES)PEs, and WWSPs are expected to perform a final inspection for any private well
installed-pursuant to-a construction permit based on a design certified by the OSE, PE or WWSP.
Whenthe WWSP that submitted the evaluation and design is the same as the WWSP installing
the-well, submission of a completed Uniform Water Well Completion Report will represent said
ifispection. “WWSPs shall notify the local health department and private sector OSE, PE, or
WW.SP{as applicable, prior to starting construction of a private well. Inspections may be made
during construction or prior to placing the well in service. VDH staff is encouraged to inspect
during the grouting process.
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Part II: HB 888 § 1, items 2 and 3; services not associated with a building permit or repair,
and new construction not for a principal place of residence.

A. Policy

Part II of this policy addresses implementation of enactment 1, §§ 2 and 3 from HB 888
regarding the transition of onsite sewage system evaluations and designs for voluntary upgrades,
certification letters, subdivision evaluations, and applications that are not for a principal place of
residence.

This policy identifies types of permit applications that will no longer be dceeptedby
VDH as bare applications beginning July 1, 2018. VDH will process and issug all permits;
however, pursuant to HB 888, VDH will not provide evaluation and desigt\servicesfor onsite
sewage system voluntary upgrades, certification letters, subdivision evaluations,‘and applications
for new onsite sewage system construction that are not for a principahptace ofiresidence
beginning July 1, 2018. All applications for such onsite sewage system pefmits must be
accompanied by supporting work from a licensed private sector-professional who is properly
licensed to do such work through the Department-Qf Professional and‘Occupational Regulation
(DPOR).

The VDH may provide design seryices for cgnventional onsite sewage systems and
private wells if requested by the ownet. Applications arelimited tot new construction onsite
systems intended to serve a principdlplace ofresidence; onsite-sewage system expansions
intended to serve a principal placeof residence (e.g ‘addingd bedroom); onsite sewage system
repairs; safe, adequate, and prOper evaluations; minor medification of an existing sewage
disposal system; and private'well evaluations,afid designs.

There is no hardship aiithorizedthat weuld allow VDH to provide design services for
onsite sewage system voluntary upgrades, e€ttification letters, subdivision reviews, or
applications for new onsifé.sewage, systefn gonstruction that are not for a principal place of
residence beginning July'l, 2018:

Principalplace of residence means the dwelling unit, single-family dwelling, or mobile
home where théowneflives. The home is the primary residence for the owner or is intended to
be a primary.residefice of an owner. Primary residence means a person’s true, fixed, and
permanént home\to which he intends to return whenever he is absent.

Albapplications for an onsite sewage system voluntary upgrades, certification letters, or
subdivisien reviews, must be accompanied by work from a licensed private sector professional.
All applications for new onsite sewage system construction where the property is not intended to
sefve as the owner’s principal place of residence must be accompanied by work from a licensed
private sector professional. Bare applications for new onsite sewage system construction may be
accepted when the application notes that the property is intended to serve as the owner’s
principal place of residence.
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B. Outreach

OEHS will notify the local health departments of the changes through issuance of this
policy. A sample notice to the public is attached for posting at all local health departments
(Attachment 1). The notice will also be posted on the Division of Onsite Sewage and Water
Services, Environmental Engineering, and Marina Program’s website.

Sewage Handling and Disposal Advisory Committee and request dissemination of t@ate i

to their organization’s membership. &O\ GQ
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OEHS will send a copy of the notice with a link to the policy to the stakeholderé;x’the ’\\\
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Attachment 1

Effective July 1, 2018

Owners are currently required to submit evaluations and designs from properly licensed privatesector
individuals for applications that are for:

A non-residential sewage system.

A system that will use over 1,000 gallons per day.

An alternative onsite sewage system.

An onsite sewage system design that requires a professional engineer,

Beginning July 1, 2018, applications for onsite sewage systems and/or private wells’must be
accompanied by supporting work from a private sector professional whois properly licensed to do such
work through the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (PPOR).

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) will require‘évaluations and designs from properly licensed
individuals for onsite sewage system or private well applications related to:

Certification Letters.

Voluntary Upgrade Permits.

Subdivision Reviews.

New construction of onsite sewage systemis for@ropertiesthat are not intended to serve as the
owner(s)’ principal place of résidence;

VVVY

VDH may provide design services for,conventional ofisite sewage systems and private wells if requested
by the owner. Applications are limited to:

New construction onsitesystemi9intentded to serve a principal place of residence.

Expansion intended ©o serve a principal place of residence (such as adding a bedroom)

Repairs.

Safe, Adequatepand Prapér.

Minor modjfication-of an existing sewage disposal system (adding an accessory building such as a
garage to(the onsite System)

Private well evaltrations and designs

AN N NN

<

However,\VDH encCourages the use of properly licensed private sector individuals for these services. An
ownerdoes naphave to use VDH for design services.

Questions? Contact your local health district today.
Find your local health district at www.vdh., virginia.gov
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Index of Forms. Forms are available upon request from the Division or they may be obtained
by visiting the VDH website: vdh.virginia.gov. OSEs, PEs, and WWSPs are encouraged to

periodically review the VDH website to ensure they are using the most current forms. Q
1. Application for a Sewage Disposal System and/or Private Well Construction Permit. ‘\O
2. Cover Page — Well Only. [%2)
3. Example construction drawing page — Well Only. 06 . OQ
4. Example private well specification worksheet. . @) ’\\\
5. Example private well abandonment specification worksheet. 6\6 O‘b
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O
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Commonwealth of Virginia VDI Use only

Hcalth Dcpartment 1ID#

Application for: [JSewage System JWater Supply Duc Date
Owner o Phone
Mailing Address - o - Phone
— — e — — ——— Fax
Agent ) N - ] Phone
Mailing Address ] Phone
Fax CAa y
Site Address
Email

Directions to Property: L Q)
Subdivision Section Block "\ Ilot

Tax Map Other Property Identification Dimensiofi/ ACreage.0f Property

Sewage System

Type of Approval: Applicants for new construction are advised to apply for a certification letter 4o determine if land is
suitable for a sewage system and to apply for a construction permit (valid for 18 months) only when ready to build.

ElCertification Letter [C] Construction Permit X Voluntary Opgrade 71 Repair Permit
Proposed Use:
Single Family Home (Number of Bedrooms ) MultisFamily Dwelling (Total Number of Bedrooms )
Other (describe) - A", RPN, - -
Basement?L1Yes[INo Walk-out Basement?[]YeS[INo Pixtures in BasementE]Yes[ INo

Conditional permit desired? [ JYesITINo If yesywhich eondition$\d6 you want?
[IReduced water flow [[]Limited Ocoupdicy [ }Intermittent'or seasonalise [ ] Temporary use not to exceed 1 year

Do you wish to apply for a betterment 16an eligibility letterf1Yes INo *There is a $50 fee for determination of eligibility.

Water Supply
Will the water supply be[JPublic orfPrivate? Is the water supply[JExisting or[ JProposed?
If proposed, is this a replacement.well? [[]Y ésf INo If yes, will the old well be abandoned? ClYes [CJNo
Will any buildings within 50’ ofithe praposed well be termite treated? [[]Yes [[JNo
¢ All Applicants

Is this a private sector OSE/PE ‘application? []Yes[(INo  If yes, is the OSE/PE package attached? [dYes CINo
Is this property ifitended té'serve as the owner's principal place of residence? [1Yes [ No

In order for VDHto progess your application for a sewage system you must attach a plat of the property and a site sketch. For water
supplies, aplat of thesproperty is recommended and a site sketch is required. The site sketch should show your property lines, actual and/or
proposed/Buildings-and the desired location of your well and/or sewage system. When the site evaluation is conducted the property lines,
buildingMocation,and the proposed well and sewage sites must be clearly marked and the property sufficiently visible to see the topography.

_ (PgiVe permission to the Virginia Department of Health to enter onto the property described during normal business hours for the purposc of

processing this application and to perform quality assurance checks of evaluations and designs certified by a private sector Onsite Soil
Evaluater or Professional Engincer as necessary until the sewage disposal system and/or private water supply has been constructed and
approved.

Signature of Owner/ Agent Date

This form contains personal information subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Revised 6/29/2018
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OSE/PE/WWSP Report For:

Well Construction Well Repair Well Abandonment Well Modification
Permit Permit Permit Permit

Property Location:

911 Address: City:
Lot Section Subdivision

GPIN or Tax Map # Health Dept ID #

Latitude Longitude

Applicant or Client Mailing Address:

Name:

Street:

City: State Zip Code

Prepared by: OSE Pe[ | wwsp| |

Name License #

Address

City State Zip Code

Date of Report Date of Revision #1

OSE/PE/WWSP Job # Rate of Revision #2

Contents/Index of this report (e.g., Private Well Workshebt, constfuction drawing, abandonment worksheet etc.)

Certification-Statement

I hereby ceftifythat thé evaluations and/or designs contained herein were conducted in accordance with the applicable provisions of
the Private Well Regulations (12 VAC5-630) and all other applicable laws, regulations and policies implemented by the Virginia
Department of Health. | further certify that | currently possess any professional license required by the laws and regulations of the
Commmonwealtivthat have been duly issued by the applicable agency charged with licensure to perform the work contained herein.

lrecommend that a (select one): construction permit D repair permit D be (select one) Issued D
Modification permit l___l abandonment permit l___l Denied r_—l

OSE/PE Signature Date

This form contains personal information subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act revised 6/20/2018



Page _ of _
: : VDH Use Only
Well Specifications HDIN:
Applicant Information
Name: Address: d \-\
Phone: \O
%\
Location Information \%
Tax Map/GPIN #: Property Address: .)
Subdivision: Section: Block: é\%t :)_0_2
Directions: A ) - \
General Information \
Well Purpose (select all that apply): 01 Domestic Drinking Water a.. A@\,}ultuéo
O Irrigation O Industrial/Commercial @eot{\ﬁl
Well Class; Minimum Casmgaéth. !\(b fi.
Estimated Water Usage: Ml m Gr eptﬁé\\ ft.
Horizontal Setbacks ]
Distance from Building Sewer: ft ist @mm P@'eatmem Unit(s): __ f.
Distance from Conveyance System: D1s ce fr bsorption Area: ft.
Distance from Property Line: B &s @n@tions ft.

Distance from other source(s) of cont@nat o&(é e Q/é
Q@ )

i
List other source(s):
N

7@
5.
,S

Note: \.) )

This form contains personal information subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Revised 12/1/2014
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Well Abandonment Specifications yma,  YDUaeOnly

Applicant Information

Name: Address:

Phone: *a

AN

Location Information

Tax Map/GPIN #: Property Address: ,-()' X

Subdivision: Section: Block: e\@t %

Directions:
<. (\)‘ N ‘

Abandonment Information N RS
Current Well Purpose (select all that apply): 00 Domestic Drinking Water O‘ftl A tural

O Irrigation 0 Industrial/Commercial ‘Q n@othermal
Well Class: Total Depth of W \ \fb ft.
Static Water Level: Met?d of ab&nmd&&)
Type of Fill Material:

. ) v \

Depth of Fill Material: From to % m< 6> fi.
Type of Grout: NCQ

?‘ O é ? N
Depth of Grout: From to ,Q (OSFTO fi.
Method of permanently marking loc%’g A\ VJO yo
Additional abandonment crlterla@ (Q) “g’S‘/
Vol

Horizontal Setbacks FollowaaR&‘fnentX? g \

Distance from Building Sewer: {2 b ﬁbl)ﬁance from Pretreatment Unit(s): ft.

Distance from Conveyance Sx&@' : QQ) ftQ~
Distance from Property M

Distance from other so s) o amination: ft.

¢ O
List oth -
ist other source(s\b ©;

istance from Absorption Area:

Distance from foundations: ft.

Note: ’\\‘:‘0 O
O O
G 0
=4 LS

This form contains personal information subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Revised 9/24/2014
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA \\? . OQ
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http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/

N
NOTICE =

N5
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES oY . &}O

Included in this document are relevant excerpts from the Virginia Administrative Code.

Please note that the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists, K Q
is responsible for promulgating regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ Q\O 6
2.2-4000 et seq.), and the Virginia Code Commission is responsible for compiling and codifying all &

of the administrative regulations of state agencies into the Virginia Administrative Code. . 06 O®

It is your responsibility to stay informed and follow all regulations and statutes governing OQ
your profession or occupation. As aregulant of the Board, you should read and become familia
with all regulations applicable to your profession or occupation. You can stay informed of

regulatory actions that may result in changes to the regulations at Virginia Regw Tow%@ ss\\\c}

(www.townhall.virginia.gov). O

This document is a complete, edited (unofficial) copy of the 015 atlon@
VAC 145-20). Please refer to the Virginia Administrative Code fi c1al f the
regulations applicable to your profession or occupation. You ¢ Ss the 1n1a
Administrative Code online at http://leg] .state.va. us/OOO/reg TM@
The following summarizes significant revisions t latlons ctlve 2
does not include all changes that were made to the r s51on 01ent

tlons es the &g@ 1ent®gulatory

il pro oa ma@tory lic € program.

e The purpose of the revision in the 1 ,
program from a voluntary certi %



http://www.townhall.virginia.gov/
http://leg1.state.va.us/000/reg/TOC.HTM

S
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

This booklet contains the information you will need to obtain your license as a professional
soil scientist. The law that governs your profession is found in the Code of Virginia, 1950, as ’\%
amended, in Chapter 22 of Title 54.1. That law permits the Department of Professional and 6

Occupational Regulation to issue regulations that tell you more about what is expected of you in K Q
your profession. This booklet contains a copy of the law and regulations that you will need to know s\o 6
and obey to get and keep your license. BE SURE YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE &
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT. YOUR FAILURE TO OBEY THESE . 6 %

STANDARDS COULD RESULT IN A MONETARY PENALTY OR THE LOSS OF YOUR A\
LICENSE, CERTIFICATE OR REGISTRATION. OQ

It is the goal of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to prov1de® c)

with the information you need to comply with the law and regulations. If yo ave a questl@nd s\
cannot find the answer to it in this booklet, please write to: é\

Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals glstoQ é
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulatlon
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 400

Richmond, Virginia 23233 ?\

or call the Agency at (804) 367-8500. Q
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N
PART 1. @6 Q
GENERAL Q\} ?\}O
18VAC145-20-10. Definitions.

Section 54.1-2200 of the Code of Virginia provide definitions of the following terms and phrases as Q\O\ GQ

used in this chapter. 6
Board \0 %
Soil OQ

Soil evaluation \ . @
Soil science 6 . CJ\
Soil scientist ‘\\

The following words and terms when used in this chapter a
meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

"Application" means a completed application with %)prl other

required documentation, including but not limited to refere o @1 , de
verification, and verification of examination and licensK {

“CSSE” means the Council of Soil Scienc: miner. Q @
i orm:

"Field study" means the investigatio re soﬂ& y means of
landscape analysis and soil borings, excava whlc%e plott?ﬁ a base map or
1@ subdivision plans, or

other documents (e.g., aerial photographs, topo , scaled)site S,
narrative description of the location). 6

"Soil map" means a map showmg@ utio 011 i other soil mapping units in
relation to the prominent landforms and,cultutal fc h surface.

"Soil survey" means a sy atlc ﬁ estlgatlon of the survey area that provides a soil

evaluation and a system of uni definitions’of soil characteristics for all the different kinds of
soil found within the study a@ all of ayhich are incorporated into a soil report which includes a

soil map.
Historical Notes: Qs\('b O\Q
istorical Notes: O \

Derived from VR62€02 01 § June 1, 1989; amended, Virginia Register Volume 9, Issue 14, eff. May 5,
1993; Volur\%lssue 7, 6 ary 16, 2002; Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff: March 1, 2015.
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PARTIIL. %% Q
ENTRY Q\} ,‘\30
18VAC145-20-60. General application requirements.

A. Applicants for licensure shall meet the requirements established in Chapter 22 (§54.1-2200 Q\O\ GQ
et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia.

“ H t: Left: 0.96", No bullets or
A:B. Current mailing address. Q

C. The board may make further inquiries and investigations w1 ect to &pcants 6\\

qualifications and documentation to confirm or amplify informati phe
D. Applicants who do not meet the requirements of this ch y be d fi 10
consideration by the board in accordance with the prov1s the V 1a Ad is atlve

Process Act (§2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of Virgm?\ \Q

Historical Notes: &

Derived from VR627-02-01 §2.1, eff. June 1, 1989; amended¥irginia Reg % lume 9, % 14, aps, 1993;
Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff. March 1, 2 Q~

18VAC145-20-70. Repealed.

18VAC145-20-90. Qualifying experience k&@'alua 1@ Q

apt 54 1-2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1
gth of rience established relative to their

Minimum experience requirements are ab ished,
2
¢ in two or more of the following areas:

of the Code of Virginia. Applicant: tlsfy
education. Applicants shall demm%ate exp!

ggps representing at least 5,000 acres as part of a soil
w1t al mapping legend under the direct guidance of an
experienc hQwsor Only maps in a published report, a report scheduled
tobe p éort of a publishable quality shall be deemed as acceptable for

1. Soil mapping.
survey or su

evalua . Conducted at least 20 soil evaluations for specific land uses under the

irec nce of an experienced technical supervisor. Examples of such uses include,
but &zt limited to, onsite wastewater disposal, residential and commercial
pment, sanitary landfill sites, forestry or agriculture production, soil erosion and

@8 ;
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Protection Agency, Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Conservation

and Recreation, or local planning commission); 06 . O

3. Field/Laboratory studies. Conducted at least 10 detailed field or laboratory studies under ’\%
the direct guidance of an experienced technical supervisor. The field or laboratory study 6
must have resulted in a soil evaluation report that was accepted by the client or

government agency, &Oﬁ

4. Research/Teaching. Conducted at least one research project as part of a thesis or % %ﬁ
publication or taught at least one full-time course in a soil science curriculum at an
accredited institution of higher education the quality of which demonstrates to the board Q
that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist;

5. Consulting (public/private). Assembled or compiled soil informatign with existl@ s\o
or field studies and evaluated data for a specific land use. Theswdrk may een ‘\

Veb
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natural science may count as one-half year of exp:
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Historical Notes:
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18VAC145-20-91. Core course reqqir@nts. %

A At least 15 semester ho lected. the 1dent1ﬁed courses in this subsection or the /[ Formatted: Highlight

uiv ui
equivalent are requi r course_work or a degree core to be considered a degree
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Soil Evaluation |Aluminum Chemistry in the Soil System
Soils Soil Physics or Physical Properties
oils Lab Soil Genesis/Classification
an and Environment Soil Fertility/Management

-
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Soil Resource Management Soils for Waste Disposal
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[Topics in Soil Genesis IForest Soils/Hydrology O

Soil Seminar Clay Mineralogy N\ \ AO
v

Special Studies(Soils Based) Soil Interpretation: \e

IField Studies (Soils Based)

Soils and Land Use

Soil Physical and Colloidal Chemistry

Soil - Plant Relations
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AN

€B. Completed applications must be received by the board no less than 60 days prior to the
exam date or the applicants may be deferred to the next exam administration. 6\6 %\

B-.C.  Applicants approved by the board shall be exam-eligible for a period of three years from the K
date of their initial board approval. Applicants who do not pass the exam at the end of the s\o
three-year period are no longer exam-eligible.

E———To become exam-eligible again, applicants shall reapply to the board and meet all entry ‘\ O
requirements current at the time of their reapplication. Upon approval by the board, OQ Q
applicants shall become exam-eligible for another period of three years. \' . %\



ED. Board-approved applicants eligible for admission to both parts of the exam must first pass 6%
the Fundamentals in Soil Science exam before being admitted to the Professional Practices 0
in Soil Science exam. C)

G:E. _ Applicants will be notified by the board of whether they passed or failed the exam. The b
exam may not be reviewed by the applicants. Exam scores are final and not subject to

change._ s\oK GQ
Historical Notes: 06 @K

Derived from VR627-02-01 §2.5, eff. June 1, 1989; amended, Virginia Register Volume 9, Issue 14, eff- May 5, 1993; Q\ Q
Volume 18, Issue 7, eff. January 16, 2002, Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff. March 1, 2015. \' \

18VAC145-20-111. Repealed.



PART IIL
RENEWAL/REINSTATEMENT AND FEES
18VAC145-20-120. Expiration.

Licenses issued under this chapter shall expire two years from the last day of the month in
which they were issued;-as-indicated-on-the license.

Historical Notes:

&
\}% \OQ
S
SO S
2

Derived from VR627-02-01 §3.1, eff. June 1, 1989; amended, Virginia Register Volume 9, Issue 14, eff. May 5, 1993 \'O 2

Volume 18, Issue 7, eff: January 16, 2002; Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff. March 1, 2015.

18VAC145-20-130. Procedures for Renewal. v %Q

A. The board will sends a renewal notice to the license holder
at least 30 days prior to expiration of the license. Failure tore
the license holder from the requirement to renew the licepse;\Lie®e s shallkeep the
board informed of their current mailing address. Cha1$~o ddress shall be [eé(;Q to the

board in writing within 30 calendar days of the chan

B. In addition to the established fee, proof of sati§factory compl um% tion
(CE) shall be required to renew a license. entati mitted@$)p oo% letion
of CE must demonstrate that the CE m e requl ts es S C145-20-

145.
& E board within 30
$2

shall be required in
uisite fee and proof of
1 two years. A license that is
nger eligible for renewal. The

remen@l 8VAC145-20-140.

C. If the renewal fee and proof of completlon 6@ cei
days following the license expiration d alate re;al fe
addition to the regular renewal on r of t
completion of CE, the license shall ew@n
not renewed within six month: er its e
license may be reinstated purs to th %

D. The date the fee and di (@ented p@&f completion of CE are received by the board or its
agent shall determi ether asjate renewal fee, the reinstatement fee, or reapplication is

required. @. Q
&

censqi%prmg for renewal or reinstatement shall not receive credit for
comn_let aCE ity with the same content more than once during the time period

% Q prior to the renewal or reinstatement.
EF. - nse suspended by board order may not be renewed until the period of suspension has
ed a terms and conditions of the board's order have been met. Individuals

\ ren&@icenses within 30 days after the suspension is lifted will not be required to pay a

be ?\Q 8
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E.G.A revoked license may not be renewed. An individual whose license has been revoked shall %6
file a new application and obtain board approval to recover licensure. Examination may not 0 . O
be waived. C) N\

Historical Notes: K Q
Derived from VR627-02-01 §3.2, eff. June 1, 1989; amended, Virginia Register Volume 9, Issue 14, eff- May 5, 1993; KO é
Volume 18, Issue 7, eff. January 16, 2002; Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff- March 1, 2015. 6 %&

18VAC145-20-140. Reinstatement. Q\O ‘QO
N\

A. If the renewal fee, late renewal fee, and documented proof of completion of CE ar \ . @
received by the board within six months following the license explratlon date, the 1 e& \
holder shall be required to pay the fee for reinstatement. The fee fo state: \élall s\\
include the regular renewal fee plus the reinstatement fee. Q

B. If the reinstatement fee and documented proof of completio, are n(@leed @
board within ene-two years following the license explratl(:‘fa eindi

be considered-aticense-holdereligible for reinstateme : >0 becom

individual shall apply as a new applicant, meet al ent tion,
examination requirements established in this ch @ \‘ b
Historical Notes.
Derived from VR627-02-01 §3.3, eff. June 1, 1989; am@gr;ma ter Volu ssue ay5 1993;
Volume 18, Issue 7, eff- January 16, 2002; Virginia Volum ssue 1 0 arch
18VAC145-20-145. Continuing education r I%ments 6 Q
VvV
A. Licensees shall complete eight %@our@tmu' education (CE) per year /[ Formatted: Highlight
for(reinserted 2.16.24) renewal $8ied or reinstdte shall be completed

Formatted: Strikethrough, Highlight

pursuant to the provisions

This sectloQ
the Iﬁ?rior to the renewal or reinstatement of a license
renewal or'reinstatement only.

B. CE must be completed
and shall be valid fo

. N . -
C. CE activities cc@ed by\@usees may be accepted by the board provided the activity:

1. Co c@'ﬁ)f co @nd subject matter directly related to the practice of soil
s¢ieitee;

as a c?; urpose and objective that will maintain, improve, or expand the skills
and ledge relevant to the practice of soil science and may be in areas related
ess practices, including project management, risk management, and ethics,

be ?\(\b 10



that have demonstrated relevance to the practice of soil science as defined in
§ 54.1-2200 of the Code of Virginia;

4.3. Contains an assessment by the sponsor at the conclusion of the self
directed activity

e e b eee e e e e e eLoe i and

4. Results in documentation that verifies the licensee's successful completion of the

activity,,

P U
: ‘:"
U

IS QQY

Historical Notes: ’
Derived from Virginia Register Volume, bsue 10, @ch 1,2015.
18VAC145-20-151. F % @

Treasurer of Vir, All fi

The fees for IICCHS§ llst ow Checks or money orders shall be made payable to the

money draft, or lar i ent for payment of a fee required by statute or regulation is not
honored b cial institution named, the applicant or regulant shall be required to
remlt ﬁc1e cover the original fee, plus an additional processing charge as authorized

% § 4.1 C e Code of Virginia.
&@' 11

S ulred by the board are nonrefundable. In the event that a check,



http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B2.2-614.1

Fee Type

New application
Renewal fee
Late renewal fee

Reinstatement fee

Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 7, eff. January 16, 2002; amended, Virginia Register Volume \'
Issue 3, eff: December 1, 2004; Volume 26, Issue 22, eff. September 1, 2010; Virginia Regtste r Volume 31, Issu

eff. March 1, 2015.

‘When Due

With application

Prior to license expiration

More than 30 days after license expiration

More than six months after license
expiration

12

o

o)%\

Q
$90 Q\)' 5\\\0
$70 b\ %

$25

SO @Q
’b
TS
N o
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Amount Due



PART V. %\

N
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT C) . ;\§O

)
18VAC145-20-160. Professional conduct. b\ O%
A licensed professional soil scientist: Q\O\ GQ
1. Shall not submit any false statements, make any misrepresentations or fail to . C)% @K
disclose any facts requested concerning any application for initial licensure, renewal, N\ O
or reinstatement; OQ \Q

2. Shall not engage in any fraud, deceit or misrepresentation in advertisin,
soliciting or in providing professional services; @ 6\\\

3. Shall not knowingly sign, stamp, or seal any plans, dra bluep,
reports, specifications, maps or other documents %ared 1ewe(éd

approved himthe licensed professional;

4. Shall not knowingly represent a client or er o pgqe th
represents or has represented another T e W 1%
disclosure thereof; \

the subject matter;

5. Shall express a professional opi ?’& ound@d owledge
of established facts at issue & @groun chni mpetence in

6. Shall not knowingly mlsrepresen fa al mf@a‘uonQ essing a professional
opinion; \

7. Shall immediately noti :I&'chen {\gp and the appropriate regulatory
agency if his profess1 nd not adhered to when advising
appropriate parties any circumstances of a substantial threat to the public health,

safety, or welfar@ c)

8. Shall exergi %s are when rendering professional services and shall apply
the techm owledge, skill, and terminology ordinarily applied by practicing soil

scie ) \O
Historical Notes; 0 \
(2 O

Volum Sue 7, eff" uary 16, 2002, Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff: March 1, 2015.

GRS :
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Derived,fr 62 7—02319& , eff- June 1, 1989, amended, Virginia Register Volume 9, Issue 14, eff. May 5, 1993;



S
18VAC145-20-170. Sanctions and powers of the board.

A.

Historical Notes:

The board has the power to sanction any license holder at any time after a hearing

)
\} \300

conducted pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of \ %\
Virginia). Sanctions may include but are not limited to the issuance of fines, the suspension 6

of a license, the revocation of a license, or the levying of an additional requirement for K Q
remedial education. Sanctions may be levied against any regulant who has been determined s\o &6

by the board to have:

1.

P
‘Q
2

Performed any act in the practice of his profession likely to deceive, defrau(é{ c)
harm the public; \

Committed any act of gross negligence, incompetence, @duo@@ practice

of soil science
Been convicted of a felony under the terms spe @§ 54+ 4 of @bde of

Virginia; or ?\ @ \} ?\

Violated or cooperated with others ha lated an ov1s1
§ of the

54.1-2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 o h Code 1n1a 0
board.

Committed fraud or deceit in obtaining or attempting to obtain initial licensure,
renewal, or reinstatement; OQ

The board may refuse to grant, ren r rems e hce f any n for any of the
reasons specified in subsection A of is se rin c sta& ere an individual
1-

fails to comply with the requirements o ter 5
Virginia and this chapter.

seq.) of the Code of

*

NN QY‘

Derived from VR627-02-01 §4.2, eff. Jun% 9 amendedy Virginia Reg;ter Volume 9, Issue 14, eff- May 5, 1993;

Volume 18, Issue 7, eff- January 16, 20

gmlaR Volume 31, Issue 10, eff: March 1, 2015.
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Included in this booklet are relevant excerpts from the Code of Virginia. Please note that
the Virginia General Assembly is responsible for creating and amending the Code, not the
Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists. The version
contained herein contains all changes, if any, that have been made by the General
Assembly through the 2013 session. Any changes made during the 2007 session became
effective July 1, 2013, unless otherwise noted. It is your responsibility to stay informed of
revisions to the regulations and the statutes governing your profession or occupation.
Please consult the General Assembly or your local library for annual changes.

§ 54.1-2200. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professi ?nd Ge&@ts.

O

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational ion. Q

"Eligible soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualiﬁc@%@emf@pQw c

to become licensed.

"Eligible wetland professional" means a person who poss qual %ns
chapter to become certified.

"Geologist" means a person engaged in the pubhc of g @Q @

"Geology" means the science dealing with (i arth an story 1n nera 1
investigation, prediction, evaluation, and loc of m and ure, Wh ompose the
earth; (iii) the natural processes that cause changes i plication of
knowledge of the earth, its processes, and its con rocksléweral uids, gases, and other

natural materials.

"Practice of geology" means the perfo (?&ny &‘&ce or T the general public
wherein the principles and methods of@ gy are ied

"Practice of soil evaluation" mea evalu f soil by accepted principles and methods
including, but not limited to, o tion, inye, tlgatlon and consultation on measured, observed
and inferred soils and thelr crties; a ;v sis of the effects of these properties on the use and

management of Varlous of so @ d preparatlon of soil descriptions, maps, reports and
interpretive draw1ngs

"Practice of wetl llnea'b\t\hleans the delineation of wetlands by accepted principles and
methods incl ut no! ited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on soil,
Vegetatiogi ydrolo@parameters, and preparation of wetland delineations, descriptions,

reports* terpre@ drawings.



"Qualified geologist" means an uncertified person who possesses all the qualifications specified 06
in this chapter for certification. 0

"Soil" means the groups of natural bodies occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's ’\6
surface which are capable of supporting plant life and have properties caused by the combined
effects, as modified by topography and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent

materials. Q\Oﬁ

"Soil evaluation" means plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the kinds of soil and % %ﬁ
predicting their suitability for and response to various uses.

"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, mineralogical, and \'OQ
biological properties of soils as natural bodies.

&
"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil science and thesmethods and@ 6\\\()

principles of soil evaluation as acquired by education and experience in the tion, O
description and mapping of soils E &
"Virginia certified professional geologist" means a person who poss 1 quali O
specified in this chapter for certification and whose competence ttes the B

through certification.
"Virginia certified professional wetland delineator" meaoﬂ ego @ssess
qualifications required for certification by the provision this ch d the&latlo
Board and who is granted certification by the Boar

"Virginia licensed professional soil sc1ent1 per poss the ql@:atlons
required for licensure by the provisions of t ter ai regula@s of the d and who

has been granted a license by the Board.

"Wetland delineation" means delineating wetlan 1ts in an \Q prevailing state and
federal regulatory guidance and describing type §~

"Wetland professional" means a person 1ng speci owl wetland science and the
methods and principles of wetland 11 10n as red by ation and experience in the
formation, description and mappin, wetlan

"Wetland science" means Ih?@lce deagé with the physical, chemical, and biological
properties of wetland syst?gbq tegrat:(@‘ough ecological and morphological relationships.

"Wetlands" means th as t is defined in §§ 28.2-1300 and 62.1-44.3.

O

§ 54.1-2200. g{*d for %ssmnal Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists;
members oru

A. No \hstandl&d@é provisions of § 54.1-200, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists,
Profe Is, and Geologists shall be composed of 13 members as follows: three

®(0. 16


http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B28.2-1300
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B62.1-44.3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-200

licensed professional soil scientists, three certified professional wetland delineators, three
geologists, and three citizen members. The State Geologist shall serve as an ex officio member of
the Board. The geologist members shall be of varied backgrounds. The professional soil scientist
members shall have experience in at least one of the following areas: (i) soil mapping and
classification, (ii) soil suitability and land use, (iii) teaching and research in soil science, and (iv)
environmental protection regulations. Of the wetland professional members, one shall have
experience in wetland delineation and description, one shall have experience in teaching and
research in wetland science, and one shall have experience with natural resource regulations.
Terms of the members shall be for four years.

B. The Board shall annually elect a chairman from its membership. Seven board members, OQ
consisting of at least twe-one soil scientists, twe-one professional wetland delineators, twe-one_ \

geologists, and one citizen, shall constitute a quorum.

C. The Governor may select the professional soil scientist members from a list ?least t ‘\
names for each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Professio @ 1 Scie O

The Governor may notify the Virginia Association of Professional Sml% ts of &
professional vacancy other than by expiration among the profession ientis rs of’ O
the Board and nominations may be made for the filling of the va ) OT (\

LEXIE’S OPINION

D. The Governor may select the wetland professionals frg&l g of at }&r&%ee@or @ E
vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of We ofessiona or
notify and request nominations from the Virginia A

Pri ona y
professional vacancy other than by expiration QL e wet ofess @e

§ 54.1-2201. Exceptions. ?\
A. The certification program for wetland delineation (@h th@h all be

and shall not be construed to prohibit: 6

1. The practice of wetland delineation by 1n®als w@i not Z d professional wetland
delineators as defined in this chapter; .

2. The work of an employee or a su;cn}mate of a@t?ﬁed profe;sional wetland delineator or of

voluntary

an individual who is practicing deli n without being certified;

3. The work of any professit nginegfylandscape architect, or land surveyor as defined by §
54.1-400 in rendering aq('o e serv at constitute the practice of wetland delineation or the

practice of soil evalua@

4. The practice oﬁ@yrofe r occupatlon that is regulated by another regulatory board
within the Depart O

B. The.l@ig progran® for professional soil scientists shall not be construed to prohibit:
@ork of &nployee or a subordinate of a licensed soil scientist;

®(0. b 17
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http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400

2. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor as defined in § Q
54.1-400 in rendering any services that constitute the practice of soil evaluation; or o O

3. The practice of any profession or occupation that is regulated by another regulatory board %\

within the Department. 0@ OQ
*

C. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an individual to engage in the practice of engineering, . 0 . \

the practice of land surveying or the practice of landscape architecture, unless such individual is \% %\

licensed or certified pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.). 6 O

§ 54.1-2203. Certification as wetland delineator. s\oﬁ

A. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a wetland professional in the Commonwealth % @K
may submit to the Board evidence of qualification to be a certified professional wetland . 0 O
delineator as provided in this chapter. The Board may certify any applicant who has satisfactorily \)

met the requirements of this chapter and its regulations and shall specify on the certificate the OQ

appropriate endorsement. \

B. Any individual who allows his certification to lapse by failing to renew the certificate o s\
failing to meet professional activity requirements stipulated in the regulations %t remst& s\
by the Board upon submission of satisfactory evidence that he is practicing4 pete

manner and upon payment of the prescribed fee.

§ 54.1-2205. License required; application; requirements for licens %ﬁtmu@g@can

A. No person shall engage in, or offer to engage in, the practice of sgil ation in t
Commonwealth unless he has been licensed under the provisions o[%ﬁhapte

B. In order to be licensed as a professional soil scientist, an @ all: @ \® EQ
1. Submit satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits tha plica @ @Q @

a. Is 18 years of age or older @Q
b. Is of good moral character; and : g E
c. Has successfully completed such educational and g entl entsQare required by this
chapter and the regulations of the Board. Q\
* Achieve a score acceptable to ths%oard nin the principles and
practice of soil evaluation S 1sfy o g criteria:

educath a soil ulum which has been approved by the Board and
hav st ears of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of
s to the Board that the applicant is competent to

&' ice as fessional soil scientist; or

e Holda bac@or s @ om an accredited institution of higher

O have f&Qlears of experience in soil evaluation the quality of which
Anstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a

N -
6 _‘@ ssional soil scientist.



http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400
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C. The Board shall establish by regulation requirements for continuing education as a
prerequisite to the maintenance and renewal of a license issued under this chapter, not to exceed

eight contact hours per yearrenewal cycle.

§ 54.1-2206. Waiver of examination.

A. The Board may waive the requirement for e Etl n p t

application from an individual who holds a ired ce: te or

issued by a regulatory body of another state, ory or essm ted tates and is not
the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before suc chcould result in the
suspension or revocation of his certificate or hqe% 1 suc state itory or possession

recognizes the license issued by the Board. Q 0

;.‘&
Xy E
‘

DO W

§ 54.1-2206.1. Re Q ts pplication for professional wetland delineator
certification. K

The Boar?ﬁcemfy %pphcant as a Virginia certified professional wetland delineator who
has suby sati @)ry evidence verified-by-affidavits-that the applicant:

hte y@ of age or older;
;fo S

20



http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111%2Bful%2BCHAP0777
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?111%2Bful%2BCHAP0859
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-2205

2-Is-of cood-moralcharacter—and

3:2.  Has successfully completed such educational and experiential requirements as are
required by this chapter and the regulations of the Board.
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§ 54.1-2206.2. Requirements for professional wetland delineator certification. 0% O

In order to be certified as a professional wetland delineator, an applicant shall achieve a score

acceptable to the Board on an examlnatlon—whieh—may—mehide—a—ﬁe}d—pr&e&eam—m the 6\6 %\

prmcrples and practrce of wetland delmeatlon

the followmg criteria: s\o &é

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a wetland 0 @
science, biology, biological engineering, civil and environmental engineering, ecology, soil Q
science, geology, hydrology or any similar biological, physical, natural science or environmental OQ

engmeermg currlculum that has been approved by the Board

t-h%Bearé and have at least feﬂr—two two years of experience in wetland dehneatro qualrty N
s &

which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practlc 1ﬁed
professional wetland delineator; K
2. Have a record of at least six-three years of experience in wetland Stron 1ty ofO
which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is compet actr a cert
professional wetland delineator; or

3. Have a record of at least fourthree- years of experience wetgn rese as aQ E

teacher of wetlands curriculum in an accredited instrtu% highe ed tion, ! uah
which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant peten ct1ce

professional wetland delineator. Q~

§ 54.1-2207. Unprofessional conduct. : 6

Any professional soil scientist who is licensed or w eato o is certified, as
provided in this chapter, shall be consrdered of un 1022 ct and subject to

disciplinary action by the Board, if he:
2. Violates or cooperates with ot@ viol ny provision of this chapter, the Code of

Professional Ethics and Cog any reg ion of the Board;

1. Obtains his certification or license t fra @iecelt

3. Performs any act lrke@ecelv ud or harm the public;

or wetland delin

4. Demonstrates %@Qghge@competence or misconduct in the practice of soil evaluation

or\

Formatted: Font: 12 pt

Formatted: List Paragraph, Space Before: 9.95 pt,

e applicant unfit or unsuited to engage in the occupation or profession applied Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering Style: 1,2, 3, ... +
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§ 54.1-2208. Unlawful representation as a licensed professional soil scientist or certified 0%
wetland delineator. 0

A. No person shall represent himself as a licensed professional soil scientist unless he has been ’\%
so licensed by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice soil evaluation within b
the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead, K Q
represents himself as a licensed professional soil scientist without holding a license from the Q\O 6
Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. %

B. No person shall represent himself as a certified professional wetland delineator unless he ‘\ O
has been so certified by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice wetland Q Q
delineation within the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, \O \

or letterhead, represents himself as a certified professional wetland delineator without holding X %

such a certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. @ ‘\0

§ 54.1-2208.1. Exemptions. § é

A. The certification program set forth in this article is voluntary struedQ\
prevent or affect the practice of geology by uncertified geolog ever son.
represent himself as a Virginia certified professional geologi %?& SO ified
by the Board. /{ Q
B. This article shall not prevent or affect the practic pro or trad @ or whig E
licensing, certification, or registration is requir T any rgl
practice of licensed professional engineers | practl ngme% in 1t
specialized branches.
(1981, c. 132, § 54-968; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1- 1401
0

§ 54.1-2208.2. Certification; minimum q
A. Any person practicing or offering to ctlce ng i geologlcal specialty in
this Commonwealth may submit re so e eVld the B that he is qualified to

for certification of any person whe’san the o of the Board, has satisfactorily met the

requirements of this article o haspaid any applicable fees fixed by the Board.
erva@signated by the Board. A certification may be

Certifications shall expire
ecei ormal request accompanied by any applicable fees.

practice and to be certified as prov1 in th&pl e. The Board shall approve the application



B. To be eligible for certification as a professional geologist, an applicant shall meet each of 06
the following minimum qualifications: 0

*
1. Be of ethical character. 6\6

2. Have a baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited college or university with either a é Q
major in geology, engineering geology, geological engineering, or related geological sciences; s\ 6
or have completed at least 30 semester hours or the equivalent in geological science courses- C)% %&
3. Have at least seven years of geological work that shall include either a minimum of three \'OQ @\ :
*

years of geological work under the supervision of a qualified or certified professional geologist
or a minimum of three years of experience in responsible charge of geological work. The 6
adequacy of the position and the required supervision and experience shall be d?ﬁned b ‘s\\
Board in accordance with standards set forth in its regulations. The followin@, ia of O O
education and experience qualify toward the required seven years of geolo ork: Q é

a. Each year of full-time undergraduate study in the geological sci 1l co one-l@
year of experience up to a maximum of two years, and each year %—time g te st
shall count as a year of experience up to a maximum of three yeas~Credit nderg

and graduate study shall in no case exceed a total of four yﬂm toward ?ﬁ th\(b Q E
requirements for at least seven years of geological worl ® 0 é
g

total of geological work or geological researc rsons o g research or po. duate
positions as well as those teaching geology c at th ge or @rsit le?,‘provided
such work or research can be demonstrated to be of a nt r&@nsi ature to be
equivalent to the geological work required in thi§ %tio . 8

\Y

4. Have successfully passed an appropriate %aﬁon ved, hE Board and designed to
demonstrate that the applicant has the ne<§{a kno an to exercise the

responsibilities of the public practice of’gs logy. Q

b. The Board may consider, in lieu of the above- Rai geo,

At the discretion of the Board, se; exau'ﬁ?ns may be prepared for various
subspecialities of geology; he, T, ther@i e no specialty certification, only certification

as a professional geologig@ Q
(1981, c. 132, §§ 54@54-%@84, c. 51; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1403; 2012, cc. 803,

835.) O 6\

§ 54.1-220 aiver(oRexamination.

O
The B ay W&g‘ﬁe examination requirement for certification as a professional geologist
licEnt otherwise meets the requirements of this article and who also meets any of

fo(b 24
NS



the following conditions: 0%

O
1. Makes written application to the Board and has at least 12 years of geological work that . %0 "\\'\
includes the geological work as specified in subsection B of § 54.1-1403. b\ O%
2. Makes written application to the Board and holds an unexpired certificate of registration, OK Q
certification, or license to engage in the practice of geology issued to him on the basis of s\ 6
comparable requirements by a proper authority of a state, territory, or possession of the United % K
States or the District of Columbia. . 0 O®

(1981, c. 132, § 54-966; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1404; 1994, c. 247; 1996, c. 49; 2012, cc. 803, %
835.)

§ 54.1-2208.4. Professional ethics and conduct. @ O‘{\\
A. The Board, in coordination with an ad hoc panel of certified professm%gloglstaQe O\
i

convened by the Board and representing various geological interests % nia, s
prepared and adopted a Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct t be p ed an

made known in writing to every Virginia certified professional t an ant 4
certification under this article. The Board may revise and %{s eded ,% all
0 such

ame
forthwith notify each certified professional geologist in &

ions
amendments.

B. The full Board, by majority vote, shall have Eer to 3@1 re @ogre @
renew the certification of any professional ge ho a app riate fo arlng,

is found to have been involved in:

1. Any fraud or deceit in obtaining certlﬁcatlon,

2. Any violation of the Code of Profess1onal’®s a@uct Qg:egulatlons of the

Board,

3. Demonstrated gross negligence, i peten mlsconduct in the practice of geology as a
professional geologist; or @

*

4. Any conviction of a fq@hich\& opinion of the Board, would adversely affect the
practice of geology. Q

C. The Board, by rity Vc’& the quorum, may reinstate a revoked or suspended

certlﬁcatloe;ggy profe z§®l geologist who makes written application to the Board showing

good caus ch acti

(198]@\1\_72 §%9 7; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1405; 2012, cc. 803, 835.)
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S
NOTICE 0%
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES \O

Included in this document are relevant excerpts from the Virginia Administrative Code. Please note 6\6 %\
that the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists, is responsible for

promulgating regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), and the O\ Q
Virginia Code Commission is responsible for compiling and codifying all of the administrative regulations s\ 6

of state agencies into the Virginia Administrative Code. %\

It is your responsibility to stay informed and follow all regulations and statutes governing your Q Q
profession or occupation. As a regulant of the Board, you should read and become familiar with all O

regulations applicable to your profession or occupation. You can stay informed of regulatory actions th: \' @
may result in changes to the regulations at Virginia Regulatory Town Hall (www.townhall.virginia. g@ \C)\

This document is a complete, edited (unofficial) copy of the August 1, 20 ; latio AC
145-30). Please refer to the Virginia Administrative Code for an official copy o latl hca
to your profession or occupation. You can access the Virginia Adm1n1stra ode onh

http://legl .state.va.us/000/reg/TOC.HTM.
The following summarizes significant revisions to the regulation ctive @ oe?‘
include all changes that were made to the Certified Professwn etland D ator
e Makes explicit that a Virginia Certified Professi %’etlan@eator @w%

from using the work of another without wri Q‘ nt Q KQ O
@Q PAY
S
o \‘ S
55
% oo
§
N
@ P

o

S
> O

@Qs}\' O i


http://www.townhall.virginia.gov/
http://leg1.state.va.us/000/reg/TOC.HTM

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 6\

9

This booklet contains the information you will need to obtain your certification as a wetland 00 ‘\O
delineator. The law that governs your profession is found in the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, in Title - %
54.1, Chapter 22. That law permits the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to issue 6\
regulations that tell you more about what is expected of you in your profession. This booklet contains a copy
of the law and regulations that you will need to know and obey to obtain and keep your certification. BE O\ Q
SURE YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT. YOUR s\ é
FAILURE TO OBEY THESE STANDARDS COULD RESULT IN A MONETARY PENALTY OR THE @&
LOSS OF YOUR CERTIFICATE. < 0 O

It is the goal of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to provide you with Q \ :
information you need to comply with the law and regulations. If you have a question and cannot find th ° @
answer to it in this booklet, please write to: . c)\

\e Q" &K
Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologi@ O% O“\\

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation K

9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 400 OQ O

Richmond, Virginia 23233 Q/ \ Q
SIS

or call the Agency at (804) 367-8500. v

®®' 6 ii
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PART I. 0
GENERAL 6\ 60 %\

18VAC145-30-10. Definitions. K Q
All terms defined in Chapter 22 (§ 54.1-2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of s\o 6
Virginia, as amended, are incorporated in this chapter. 6 @K

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following Q\
meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: \'O

“Tidal wetlands” means those wetlands as defirred-subject to by-the jurisdiction of § 28.2- . C)\

1300 of the Code of Virginia, as amended. v 6® ss\\\
62.1 Q
irgimaysas

“Non-tidal wetlands” means all other wetlands meeting the definitior . ept & O
those subject to the jurisdiction of as-defined-by-§ 28.2-1300 of th ¢ of Virgi O
amended. 0 Q
Historical Notes: ?\ KQ
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 20! & %

D A
QQY Q}\b %@Q?Q((’
2D\ A




PARTII.
o

ENTRY - 6

\S
18VAC145-30-20. Qualifications for certification. b

Applicants for certification shall pass the board approved exam and meet the s\o GQ
requirements specified in Chapter 22 (§ 54.1- 2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia, as 6 %&
amended, and this chapter. B 0 O

A\
Historical Notes: \OQ \Q

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004 .\0

18VAC145-30-30. Receipt of application. E % 6\\
The date the completed}y doeumented-application and fee are % in th@ ’s ofé
shall determine if the application has been received by the establls@d
\\0

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2 Q PQ

18VAC145-30-40. Qualification for examlna
A. In order to qualify for the examlnan phc all pr ?ﬁen references
that comply with subsection B and satisfy one 0 the g cr1

Historical Notes:




Individuals who provide references shall not be related to the applicant and shall have known the °
applicant for at least one year. Individuals who provide references may not also verify experience, Q\

including research or teaching experience.

Historical Notes:

\.

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004, amended Virgin &Er Vo, @23 ‘s\\

Issue 20, eff. July 12, 2007, Virginia Register Volume 31, Issue 10, eff- M. 2015,

18VAC145-30-50. Qualifying experience in wetland delineation, @

An applicant shall demonstrate experience in one of the ng ar@Q

delineation must be as a wetland p
fewer than ten delineations, which p no than ten y&e olda

by the board office, delineating c in ac; ce wi plicab
regulations which include the prop l@@n of atlggs
for n d:

indicators. At least six of the ten delnr%tl

1. For those individuals applying pursuant to t
HVAC14530-40-A-254.1-2206.2.1

ime of receipt
¢ and federal

. and hydrology
wetlands; or

2206.2.2 1%

delineation must be as a @d prof ‘Q i i i
confirmation of no less than ‘thirt ations as ah employee of a federal state or

local governmental b,
which must be n

1ch horlzed to review or approve such delineations,
e than years old at time of receipt by the board office,

delineating wet, in acco@lce with applicable state and federal regulations which

include the

ident: 1on of vegetation, soil, and hydrology indicators. Such

experlenc st inc the performance of field verifications of a portion of those
ich were inspected, reviewed or confirmed. At least six

wetlal mea
eightéen)of the@ delineations must be for non-tidal wetlands, or

% ose lndl uals applying pursuant to the provisions of 54.1-2206.2.3+8-VACH45-
he experience as a wetland science researcher must include the preparation

N .
\@\ of aghitimum of three field studies focused on wetland delineation practice and issues,
3



which includes 0@%



the proper identification of vegetation, soil, and hydrology indicators, and the experience % Q
as a teacher of wetlands curriculum must have been acquired in an accredited institution 00 ‘\O
of higher education as a field or laboratory instructor of quarter or semester length o 6 ”\\.
classes for a minimum of six semester hours, or equivalent, within the past ten years b\ %
prior to the receipt of the application by the board office, and the curriculum must have O
included the proper identification of vegetation, soil, and hydrology indicators. s\o& GQ

\

Historical Notes:
i e XS4
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff- July 14, 2004 Q Q
O A\

18VAC145-30-60. Course requirements. \ o@

The education required pursuant to 54.1-2206.2.1 A his cha% ust ‘5\\\0
include the following: Q O

A. For a bachelors or graduate degree ST A
i i i i to be approv i a
minimum, contain coursework in the following: % . O%
1. Wﬁi%@ scie \}ncl ?‘
courses such as general biology, botany.6r zdelogy; gen ecol@nt ahital,
aquatic, or wetlands ecology; inve &e Z00 axono. ari ence;
fisheries biology; plant physio l&Bﬁmt éﬂ my, @a&%{ plant
QR Tses;

morphology; relevant environ ienc simila&

i ysigdl sctences including
%ics, Qéo , sedimentology,

, and similar courses;

2. :
courses in soils, chemistry, hydrolegy,
oceanography, coastal processes\ ironm

ngi&
and \\9 KQ Q‘
3. ; } uantitative sciences including

courses in math, ic Statistics, population dynamics,
experimental stati and si courses.

B. The applic ‘®5t ha\@uccess‘fully completed a course of instruction, of a
minimum of th@o hmﬂOn state and federal wetland delineation methods which
includes the T identiffeation of vegetation, soil and hydrology indicators and a field

componex&) nseﬂg{' 4)
Historical % O
. <
Virgin{ ister e 20, Issue 20, eff- July 14, 2004

Q" O
> O :
NS

=




18VAC145-30-70. Examination. 0%%



A. Once approved by the board, an applicant shall be eligible to sit for a board approved C)O ‘\OQ
examination. o \6 é’\\,
B. An applicant must meet all eligibility requirements as of the date the completedly ¢ b ,\O

doeumented-application and fee is received by the board’s office. , et Not Expanded by / Condensed by

atted: Fort: 12t

‘matte '@?t: Left: 0.46", Right: 0.37", Space
Line spacing: single, No bullets or
, Tab stops: Not at 0.96"

c A candidate approved to take an examination shall do so within one year of the atted: Space Before: 0.1 pt

date of approval or submit a new application and fee in accordance with these regulatlon

Han-aApplicants failing to -sheuld-net-pass the board approved examination within ; matted: List Paragraph, Justified, Right: 037", Line
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Historical Notes: K q 0@
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. ;! 004@ ?\







PART III. 0%

O
FEES, RENEWAL AND REINSTATEMENT REQUIREMENTS . \%0 é\’\»
18VAC145-30-90. Fees. 6 O

All fees required by the board are nonrefundable and shall not be prorated. s\o KGQ

Fee Type Amount ‘\0 O
Application $90 \OQ

Renewal fee $70

Late renewal fee $25

Reinstatement fee $90 Qv O%
Examination fee $150 / \OQ OK

Historical Notes: Q

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004&6}1;601 Vz'g\a Regi &é‘ lum@
Issue 22, eff. September 1, 2010. Q é

Certificates issued under this chapter shall ex%%) g@m &b&{s‘[ Say of the month

in which they were issued, as indicated on the ce%

\

Historical Notes: Q~E
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, ﬂ&uly é@M Q

18VAC145-30-110. Renewal. @
30

18VAC145-30-100. Expiration.

A. The department s @5 al notice to the certificate holder at the last known
address of recor st prior to expiration. Failure to receive this notice does not
relieve the c te h @rom the requirement to renew the certificate. If the certificate
holder fa eceg0 enewal notice, a copy of the certificate shall be submitted with

the re% ee in f the renewal notice.
S

B. ofl enew; is not received by the department within 30 calendar days following the
Q 1rationgh noted on the certificate, a late renewal fee of $25 shall be required in
@additim@ e regular renewal fee. If the certificate is renewed after 30 days from the

@’b ?\Qb ?



expiration date and prior to 180 days of the expiration date, the effective date of the renewal 0% Q
shall be the original renewal date. No certificate may be renewed more than 180 days 0 ‘\O
following the date of expiration noted on the certificate. . \% é’\\

C. The date a fee is received by the department or its agent shall determine whether a late b O
renewal fee or the requirement for reinstatement or reapplication is applicable. s\o& GQ

D. A certificate suspended by board order shall not be renewed until the period of suspension @ %&
has ended and all terms and conditions of the board's order have been met. Individuals * 0 O

renewing certificates within 30 days after the suspension is lifted will not be required to pay Q\ Q

a late fee. \O ) %

Historical Notes: \
)

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004 Q?~ % O‘{\
18VAC145-30-120. Reinstatement. OQ O

A. If the renewal fee and late renewal fee are not recelved b, thln 1
following the expiration date noted on the certificate, t ﬁcat @ong
be considered a certificate holder and will be requi pply for “?\
The applicant shall meet the current eligibilit &iards for@st
certified professional wetland delineator. M

reexamination—The fee for reinstatement sk efthe 5 ent ¢e’plus the
reinstatement fee. Q~ Q K 0

B. If the reinstatement application and f Q’ not Ved b epa w1th1n one-two
years following the expiration date noted on nt shall apply as a
new applicant and shall meet all current ¢ equire as ma e required by the board.

Historical Notes: @ \g\} Q@

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 0®uly 10

18VAC145-30-130. Denial of apphication ((Qewal
The board may, i iscreti %efuse to grant, renew or reinstate a certificate of any
person for any of the re spemﬁ%; Chapters 1, 2 or 22 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia,

as amended, and this o@ter 12\'®ng, but not limited to, Part IV of this chapter.
Historical Notes:o 6\
Virginia @ter Ve &0, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004

\?} ’Z§

Q(b. 10



PART V. 0%

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT . %() ”\\.
SPE
18VAC145-30-140. Standards of practice and conduct. K QO

A Virginia certified professional wetland delineator: s\o &6
1. Shall not submit any false statements, make any misrepresentations, or fail to ° c)@ O®

disclose any facts requested concerning any application for certification or Q\ Q

recertification. O \

SR

2. Shall not engage in any fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation in advertlsmg c)\

soliciting or in providing professional services. @ s\\
3. Shall not knowingly sign any plans, drawings, bluep surve ports&o

specifications, maps, or other documents not prepared ed a roved

the certificate holder.
4. Shall not knowingly represent a client or e r on J h th?\

certificate holder represents or has repres other

making full disclosure thereof.
5. Shall express a professional 0p1 éunded%%q %Wledge

of established facts at issue an on a ound o echnical etence in

the subject matter.
6. Shall not knowingly misrepresent fact@ 1nfo ion i &smg a professional

opinion. ‘\

o X '7 m‘:'t'f‘té-' ="-.~"‘=' ==;.= "=

8-7. __ Shall exerci @'e when rendering professional services and shall apply

the techni skill, and terminology ordinarily applied by practicing

6 1



*
10-8.  Shall not utilize the design, drawings, specifications, or work of another regulant to b\%
complete or to replicate any work without the written consent of the person who or

organization that owns the design, drawings, specifications, or work. s\o& GQ
Historical Notes: 6 %&

Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, 2004, Volume 35, Issue 21, eff. August 1, Q\ QO
2019 O \

18VAC145-30-150. Grounds for suspension, revocation or other disciplinary action. . c)

The board has the power to fine any certificate holder, and to s or re
certificate issued under the provisions of Title 54.1, Chapter 22 of th e of YA
amended, and the regulations of the board, where the certificate ho $
violated or cooperated with others in violating any provision of C @, 2or
the Code of Virginia, as amended, or any regulation of the board.@

Historical Notes: & ?\ ®\® \é\' Q?N
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue 20, eff. July 14, gg 6(0 g\) Q/%
BRSO

A certificate holder shall keep the de;rtme%@rmed &&c&rﬂlt ailing address.
n wri@ within”30

Change of address shall be reported to the departme Q lendar days of the

change. <
g B

Historical Notes:

. X Q
Virginia Register Volume 20, Issue&%ulyd&w4

o
S

(’\@\ OQQ
O xS

o° O
D O

18VAC145-30-160. Change of address Q‘



Included in this booklet are relevant excerpts from the Code of Virginia. Please note that
the Virginia General Assembly is responsible for creating and amending the Code, not the
Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists. The version
contained herein contains all changes, if any, that have been made by the General
Assembly through the 2013 session. Any changes made during the 2007 session became
effective July 1, 2013, unless otherwise noted. It is your responsibility to stay informed of
revisions to the regulations and the statutes governing your profession or occupation.
Please consult the General Assembly or your local library for annual changes.

§ 54.1-2200. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professi Bnd Ge&@ts.

O

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational ion. Q

"Eligible soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualiﬁcciﬁ%pemf@me c

to become licensed.

"Eligible wetland professional" means a person who poss qual %ns
chapter to become certified.

"Geologist" means a person engaged in the pubhc of g @

"Geology" means the science dealing with (i arth an story 1n nera 1
investigation, prediction, evaluation, and loc of m and ure Wh ompose the
earth; (iii) the natural processes that cause changes H? plication of
knowledge of the earth, its processes, and its con rocksléwral uids, gases, and other

natural materials.

"Practice of geology" means the perfo z@ny Sﬁqce or T the general public
wherein the principles and methods of@ gy are ied

"Practice of soil evaluation" mea evalu f soil by accepted principles and methods
including, but not limited to, o tion, inye, tlgatlon and consultation on measured, observed
and inferred soils and thelr crties; a ;v sis of the effects of these properties on the use and

management of Varlous of so @ d preparatlon of soil descriptions, maps, reports and
interpretive drawmgs

"Practice of wetl llnea‘h\t\means the delineation of wetlands by accepted principles and
methods incl ut no ited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on soil,
Vegetatiogi ydrolo@parameters, and preparation of wetland delineations, descriptions,

reports* terpre@ drawings.



"Qualified geologist" means an uncertified person who possesses all the qualifications specified 06 Q
in this chapter for certification. 0 . ,‘\§O
"Soil" means the groups of natural bodies occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's ’\% %\
surface which are capable of supporting plant life and have properties caused by the combined b 0

effects, as modified by topography and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent K Q

materials. 5\0 6

"Soil evaluation" means plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the kinds of soil and C)% @K
predicting their suitability for and response to various uses.

"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, mineralogical, and \'OQ
biological properties of soils as natural bodies.

&
"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil science and thesmethods and@ ‘{\\C)

principles of soil evaluation as acquired by education and experience in the tion, O
description and mapping of soils E &
"Virginia certified professional geologist" means a person who poss 1 quali O
specified in this chapter for certification and whose competence ttes the B

through certification.

"Virginia certified professional wetland delineator" meauﬁ person ssess
qualifications required for certification by the provisi f'tl &latlo

is chapter‘and the
Board and who is granted certification by the Boar %
"Virginia licensed professional soil sc1ent1 per poss the qt@:atlons
required for licensure by the provisions of t ter aj regula@s of the d and who

has been granted a license by the Board.

"Wetland delineation" means delineating W?:glglts in ane \Q prevailing state and

federal regulatory guidance and describing types.

"Wetland professional" means a person 1ng speci owl, wetland science and the
methods and principles of wetland 11 10n as red by ation and experience in the
formation, description and mappin, wetlan

"Wetland science" means Ihq@lce deagé with the physical, chemical, and biological
properties of wetland systeag‘q tegrat:(@'ough ecological and morphological relationships.

"Wetlands" means th as t is defined in §§ 28.2-1300 and 62.1-44.3.

O

§ 54.1-2200. g‘{”d for %ssnonal Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists;
members oru

A. No \hstanmﬁdee provisions of § 54.1-200, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists,
Profe Is, and Geologists shall be composed of 13 members as follows: three

®(0. 14


http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B28.2-1300
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B62.1-44.3
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-200

licensed professional soil scientists, three certified professional wetland delineators, three
geologists, and three citizen members. The State Geologist shall serve as an ex officio member of
the Board. The geologist members shall be of varied backgrounds. The professional soil scientist
members shall have experience in at least one of the following areas: (i) soil mapping and
classification, (ii) soil suitability and land use, (iii) teaching and research in soil science, and (iv)
environmental protection regulations. Of the wetland professional members, one shall have
experience in wetland delineation and description, one shall have experience in teaching and

research in wetland science, and one shall have experience with natural resource regulations. 6 @K
Terms of the members shall be for four years. ‘\ O

B. The Board shall annually elect a chairman from its membership. Seven board members, OQ \Q
consisting of at least two soil scientists, two professional wetland delineators, two geologists, an \

one citizen, shall constitute a quorum.

C. The Governor may select the professional soil scientist members from a hst east t
names for each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Professio «@ Scie
The Governor may notify the Virginia Association of Professional Soil ts of

1ent1s @ rs of O

O

D. The Governor may select the wetland professionals from a at le gla @each?s
vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Wetla ro ssmn @ ma;
f@“

notify and request nominations from the Virginia Ass of Wetland Pro

professional vacancy other than by expiration amon% Wetlan@ﬁsmn

§ 54.1-2201. Exceptions. Q~

A. The certification program for wetland delifieation set@ frﬁpter hall(be Voluntary
and shall not be construed to prohibit: ¢

1. The practice of wetland delineation by indivic %who rofessional wetland
delineators as defined in this chapter; \

professional vacancy other than by expiration among the profession
the Board and nominations may be made for the filling of the va

2. The work of an employee or a subor%a of a certfied pr@@ nal wetland delineator or of
an individual who is practicing wet ehneat n ithout b certified;

3. The work of any profession, @gmeer l@cape architect, or land surveyor as defined by §
54.1-400 in rendering any 0 erv1ce®at constitute the practice of wetland delineation or the

practice of soil evaluat1

4. The practice of 0 esm@ccupation that is regulated by another regulatory board
within the Depa . \

B. The lic progr(@professional soil scientists shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The&)f an@oyee or a subordinate of a licensed soil scientist;

@ vb 15


http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400

2. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor as defined in § 06 Q
54.1-400 in rendering any services that constitute the practice of soil evaluation; or 0 ,‘\§O
*
3. The practice of any profession or occupation that is regulated by another regulatory board ’\6 %\
within the Department. 0
C. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an individual to engage in the practice of engineering, s\oK GQ
the practice of land surveying or the practice of landscape architecture, unless such individual is

licensed or certified pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.).
§ 54.1-2203. Certification as wetland delineator. OQ\

A. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a wetland professional in the Commonwealt \,

delineator as provided in this chapter. The Board may certify any applicant who satlsfacto@ 6\\0
met the requirements of this chapter and its regulations and shall specify o rtificat O
appropriate endorsement.

B. Any individual who allows his certification to lapse by failing to he ce Qor

failing to meet professional activity requirements stipulated in th © 10ns e relns t

by the Board upon submission of satisfactory evidence that h 1cm m \

manner and upon payment of the prescribed fee. g\, ?\

§ 54.1-2205. Requirements for certification. @%
A. In order to be certified as a professional soil st, a @cant s hlev@
p

acceptable to the Board on an examination 1 1n01p rac soil ?Iuatlon and
satisfy one of the following criteria:

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited tion O@Qer e Qon in a soils
curriculum which has been approved by th@ and ears of experience in
soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to

, K apphcant is competent to
practice as a professional soil scientist;@

e nat@mences and have at least five years of
h demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is
sional @ scientist; or

2. Hold a bachelor's degree in o
experience in soil evaluatiorl,
competent to practice as a

3. Have a record of at?s}'eight s of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which
demonstrates to the@ rd tha\t' pplicant is competent to practice as a professional soil

scientist; or 0
O

4. Havg \s; four of experience in soil science research or as a teacher of soils

curric 1ted institution of higher education which offers an approved four-year
in sor|@§d at least two years of soil evaluation experience, the quality of which

@fb b 16


http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000%2Bcod%2B54.1-400

demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil 0%

scientist. 0 ,‘\§O
*

B. Notwithstanding the requirements in subsection A, any person appointed to serve on the b

Board as a professional soil scientist member prior to July 1, 1991, shall be deemed certified for

the purposes of this chapter. s\o& GQ
\

§ 54.1-2206. Waiver of examination.

A. The Board may waive the requirement for examination pursuant to § 54.1-2205 upon written ‘\C)% O®
application from an individual who holds an unexpired certificate or license, or its equivalent, Q Q
issued by a regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States and is not \'O \

the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body which could result in the
suspension or revocation of his certificate or license, if such other state, territory or possessio: 6
recognizes the license issued by the Board. %

\V
D e b e e e s Lo el e ‘@ 06 .-=.‘.=ﬁ. O

N4

&

’
.o'

¢
Q;

> PO
§ 54.1-2206.1. Requirements for application for (@!ional@nd d tor @
certification. Q~ Q K 0

The Board may certify any applicant as a Vi
has submitted satisfactory evidence veri

1. Is eighteen years of age or older; ‘\% @ ‘
3:2. _ Has successfully complete; sﬁ&@ucaﬁ;@nd exp@tial requirements as are

required by this chapter and the re; ions of; oard.

@6‘\ 6 17
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2

§ 54.1-2206.2. Requirements for professional wetland delineator certification. 0% O

In order to be certified as a professional wetland delineator, an applicant shall achieve a score

acceptable to the Board on an examlnatlon—wh&eh—may—mehide—a—ﬁe}d—pr&eﬁemﬁ—m the 6\6 %\

prrncrples and practlce of wetland delmeatlon

the followmg criteria: s\o &é

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a wetland 0 @
science, biology, biological engineering, civil and environmental engineering, ecology, soil Q
science, geology, hydrology or any similar biological, physrcal natural science or envrronmental OQ

engmeermg currlculum that has been approved by the Board

t-h%Beard and have at least feur—two two years of experience in wetland dehneatlo quahty N
s &

which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practlc 1ﬁed
professional wetland delineator; K
2. Have a record of at least six-three years of experience in wetland Stron 1ty ofO
which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is compet act1 a cert
professional wetland delineator; or

3. Have a record of at least fourthree- years of experience wetin rese as ao E

teacher of wetlands curriculum in an accredited instrtl.% highe ed tion, ! uah
which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant eten ct1ce

professional wetland delineator. Q~

§ 54.1-2207. Unprofessional conduct. : 6

Any professional soil scientist who is licensed or w eato o is certified, as
provided in this chapter, shall be consrdered of un io ct and subject to
disciplinary action by the Board, if he: é‘

1. Obtains his certification or license t fra @iecelt

2. Violates or cooperates with ot& vio ﬁ;@my provision of this chapter, the Code of
Professional Ethics and Cogdqg any regilation of the Board,

3. Performs any act lrke@ecerv ud or harm the public;

or wetland delin

4. Demonstrates %Qgghge@competence or misconduct in the practice of soil evaluation

or\
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§ 54.1-2208. Unlawful representation as a licensed professional soil scientist or certified 0

wetland delineator. . \
A. No person shall represent himself as a licensed professional soil scientist unless he has been ’\6 %\
so licensed by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice soil evaluation within the b O
meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead, represents K Q
himself as a licensed professional soil scientist without holding a license from the Board shall be 5\0 é

guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 6 é

been so certified by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice wetland delineation
within the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead, \' .
represents himself as a certified professional wetland delineator without holding such a c)\@'

certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. ?\ %Q ss\\
O' 7 (°
S RS
QY _Q .\QQ

B. No person shall represent himself as a certified professional wetland delineator unless he has Q\ O
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NOTICE \}% ‘\O(\

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES C) .

Included in this document are relevant excerpts from the Virginia Administrative Code. Please note
that the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists is responsible K Q
for promulgating regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), Q\O 6
and the Virginia Code Commission is responsible for compiling and codifying all of the administrative \
regulations of state agencies into the Virginia Administrative Code. 6

It is your responsibility to stay informed and follow all regulations and statutes governing your
profession or occupation. As a regulant of the Board, you should read and become familiar with all O %
regulations applicable to your profession or occupation. You can stay informed of regulatory acti% \
that may result in changes to the regulations at Virginia Regulatory Town Hall \O

(www.townhall.virginia.gov). ?N O%Q O‘\
Qeolo rtiﬁca'bfr\

This document is a complete, edited (unofficial) copy of the Regulations

Program (18 VAC 145-40). Please refer to the Virginia Administrati e for icial cop

the regulations applicable to your profession or occupation. You gai ess the'Varginia

Administrative Code online at http://legl .state.va.us/000/reg/ TOC* . @ ;\}

hefoHowing summarizes-sign antrevisions-to-the regulations-effe ”g‘:'--“‘-‘&-. ) g ’ Formatted: Strikethrough
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 00% ‘\OQ

R\
This booklet contains the information you will need to become a Virginia Certified Professional 6\% %\
Geologist. The law that governs your profession is found in the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, in O
Title 54.1, Chapter 22. That law permits the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to K Q
issue regulations that tell you more about what is expected of you in your profession. This booklet ‘\O 6
contains a copy of the law and regulations that you will need to know and obey to obtain and keep your 6 &
professional geologist certification. BE SURE YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE STANDARDS . %
OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT. YOUR FAILURE TO OBEY THESE STANDARDS COULD N\ O
RESULT IN A MONETARY PENALTY OR THE LOSS OF YOUR CERTIFICATE. OQ \Q

It is the goal of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to provide yod wit

*
h &
the information you need to comply with the law and regulations. If you have a question and ca@ mdss\\\
the answer to it in this booklet, please write to: : % O

Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and (@s OQ é

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation

9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 400 0 QK Q
Richmond, VA 23233 v \Q ,‘\}O v
or call the Agency at (804) 367-8500. Q& % °\® ?Q

@’2}\' O !
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PART I.
GENERAL
D N
o )
18VAC145-40-10. Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings 5\0 GQ
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 6 é

1. Has not been convicted of a non-marijuana mlsdemeanm;ﬂ last LQ@rs or h,asO’#[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.5", First line: 0" ]
y AU

[9) "__[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.5", First line: 0" ]

a. The proposed area of practie ) ioro» il "—_[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 2", First line: 0" J

b. The area ofpracti@ated to@gure éﬁ'ﬂca/tl{ %&istration by the "4[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 2", First line: 0" J

board while under the authoﬁt?} e hoal‘

eS¢ion with the application for "4[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.5", First line: 0" ]

: Indent: Left: 1.5", First line: 0" ]

: Indent: Left: 1.5" J

"G 1¢gist-in-Trai (GIT)" means an individual who has completed the academic "4{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.85", Right: 0.57", Space }
1 Before: 0 pt

ents spesified in this chapter and has passed the Fundamentals of Geology
natio, @t has not met all requirements to qualify as a Virginia certified
é{ofesm eologist.

@’06



"Related geological science degree" means a degree that shall include 30 semester b
hours from courses in the geosc1ences 1nclud1ng 12 or more semester hours from at
but-netbe limited-to—a-desreein\o@Brom

O
mineralogy, petrology, geomorphologv and field geology

"Responsible charge" means the direct control and superv' the p &e of Q
geology.

"Supervision" means quality control review of al &&flcam dz‘&llcc&@' EQ

interpretation and conclusions. @




Historical Notes: 0%

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 1.1, eff- February 1, 1988; amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April
24, 1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff. February 1, 1995; Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006; Volume 28, Issue . 6
23, eff- August 15, 2012; Volume 29, Issue 5, eff. January 1, 2013. b\

18VAC145-40-20. Fees._ s\oK \éQ

All fees for application, examination, renewal, and reinstatement shall be established by the A C)@ %
board pursuant to § 54.1-201 of the Code of Virginia. All fees are nonrefundable and shall not \ O
be prorated. OQ \Q
1. The application fee for certification shall be $90. 6 A é)\®
- S
2. The fee for renewal of certification shall be $70.

3. The application fee for the Geologist-in-Training (GIT) ;1on &c&e $20. é

4. The fee for examination or reexamination is subjeﬁ tract rges to
department by an outside vendor. These contra Ve

bargained for in compliance with the Vlrg 1€ Proc nt A
et seq. of the Code of Virginia). Fees ma& djusted ar@dargedﬂ\ g

in accordance with this contract.

S. The penalty fee for late renewal QLE $25 1@0n t{@‘gev@

6. The reinstatement fee shall bt@ Q & v
Historical Notes: 6 Q

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 1.3, eff- February 1, 1 ded @ Regist rEolume 7, Issue 13, eff. April
95, lum sstie 18, ’ tily

24, 1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff. February 1, 19 1, 1999; Volume 22, Issue

e
21, eff. August 1, 2006; Volume 22, Issue 26, vember
Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. August 15, 2012 29, 1356

January 1, 2015.
18VAC145-40-30. Explrahc&ewal and-fee of certificate holders.

A. Certlﬁc %&ued un h1s chapter shall expire on August 31 of the odd-

ear ing the date of issuance. Certificate holders shall be
W e fee and the procedure for certificate renewal at least 45
for ertificate expires. Each certificate holder desiring to renew his

ays’be
\%:rtlﬁca@ submit the renewal notice with the appropriate fee before the
\@ certificate‘expires.

@’b

@t& shall be a penalty fee for late renewal assessed in addition to the renewal
7



fee for any certificate holder failing to renew the certificate within 30 days

following the date of expiration. 00% ‘\OQ

*
C. Failure to receive written notice from the Department of Professional and t\%
Occupational Regulation does not relieve the regulant from the requirement to
renew his certificate. If the certificate holder fails to receive the renewal notice, a

copy of the certificate may be submitted with the required fee. s\() KGQ
D. The date a fee is received by the Department of Professional and Occupational . c)% @
Regulation, or its agent, will be used to determine whether a penalty fee or the Q\

requirement for reinstatement of a certificate is applicable.

E. Revoked or suspended certificates are not renewable until reinstated by the 6 i c)
board. N

Historical Notes:

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 1.4, eff: February 1, 1988, amended, Virginia Register
1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff- February 1, 1995; Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. Augu@

18VAC145-40-40. Reinstatements. \9

If the certificate holder fails to renew the certificate WQ months 0w1n :
nstate

date, the certificate holder will be required to apply % f the
T

board may grant reinstatement of the certificate, uire re catl

both. The application fee for reinstatement o 1 1cate e the a nt e ta d in
18VAC145-40-20. Q

Historical Notes: %

*

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 1.5, eff: February 1, 198 2 ed Vzr i gzst 7 Issue 13, eff. April 24,
1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff- February 1, 1995; Vol& 2, Iss 06, Volume 22, Issue 26, eff-

November 1, 2006; Volume 28, Issue 23, e/‘fAu 5, 2012

18VAC145-40-50. Status of ce@lon Q@g the period prior to reinstatement.

A. Reinstated certific: ue to have the same certification number and shall
expire on Aug f the bered year following the date of reinstatement.
B. Reinstate@ﬁcat all be regarded as having been continuously licensed without
T

interruption? There fore, the holder of the reinstated certification shall remain under the
di 1T%ry autionify of the board during this entire period and may be held

*@ntabl{ his activities during this period.
b’b’

x<Q
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C. Certifications which are not renewed or reinstated shall be regarded as expired from the %
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date of the expiration forward.

Historical Notes: %

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 1.6, eff- February 1, 1988, amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April 24, b\
1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff- February 1, 1995; Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006, Volume 28, Issue 23, eff.

August 15, 2012. KOK KGQ

18VAC145-40-60. Use of seal. (25) Q>
X O

A certified professional geologist may apply a rubber stamp or preprinted seal to final and Q\ Q

complete cover sheets and to each original sheet of plans or drawings prepared or reviewed \O \

and approved by the regulant. The seal may be applied to the cover sheet of technical reports ’\%

and specifications prepared or reviewed and approved by the regulant. ’\0

L. All seal imprints on final documents shall be signed. Q E % 6\

2. Application of the seal and signature shall indicate ac: ;\ce of r .thty O
for work shown thereon. 0 é Q

3. The original seal shall be two inches in diamete confy the llugtr:

below:The-sea
*The number on the seal is refe .w

r1 e-and he 1{Cw mbe ed-e
a O ted

heense%s—peeket—ea-réthe as 53’0 r digi ;ov ourhcense number.
Lot N

Historical Notes: O \O

Derived fro 01 2 5\ Febmary 1, 1988; amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April
24, 1991; V; 1, Issue fFebruary] 1995; Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006, Volume 28, Issue
23, eff A 5, 201@

& o



PARTIIL.

ENTRY

18VAC145-40-70. Qualifications for certification. K Q
A. In addition to the requirements in 54.1-2208E.2a, each applicant for certification as a s\o 6
eertified-professional geologist in Virginia shall: @K
0

1. Make application on forms provided by the board; OQ Q
2. Be of ethical character;_ a} \, /@mmed Not Highlight J
O

173, k@ geological work that shall include either a minimum ES:EZ::;: Indent: Left: 1.88", No bullets or }
al work under the supervision of a qualified or . & iahiah J
ag' geologlst or a minimum of three years of experience in ormatted: Highlight

rge’of geological work. The work shall include, but not be Formatted: Font color: Red J
ém ed to @or more of the following areas: Formatted: Highlight ]
®' Formatted: Tab stops: 1.63", Left + Not at 1.88" J

\ b—_mralogyld(relnserteél alll highlighted 2. llf 24) Formatted: Outline numbered + Level: 4 + Numbering

@» e(—)— entlfy and ¢ as51fy ma-lor rock types. Style: 1, 2, 3, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left +
€(2) _Identify mineral aﬁemblages Aligned at: 1.88" + Indent at: 2.38"

@’0



Q
(:A\O

e-(3) Determine probable genesis and sequence of mineral assemblages. Formatted: Highlight ~
£(4)  Identify minerals on the basis of chemical composition. .
o7 -

g:(5) Predict subsurface mineral characteristics on the basis of exposures and

drillholes. 6\6 O%\

PN
ib.  Petrography/petrology.

(1) Identify and classify major rock types. “— | Fo d

k(2) Determine physical properties of rocks. v N

£(3)  Determine chemical properties of rocks. 6 @

m:(4) Determine types or degrees of rock alteration. O

#(5) Determine suites of rock types. Q
o xO

p-c. ___Geochemistry.

e:(1) Establish analytical objectives and approaches.

6 K\C{Formatted
#(2)  Evaluate geochemical data. z“ ‘\
s:(3)  Construct models based on results of geoch \’ aly51
£(4) Make recommendations based upon resulé of¢ hem analy&&
w_
vd.  Hydrogeology.

w-(1) Design and interpret hydrologic testi rog %**{ Formatted

*%:(2)  Utilize chemical data to evalyate 2€0 ondlt ?‘
(3) Apply geophysical metho analyze hrégeolo 1t1 @
#z(4) Determine physical and lpro rtil d@

zones.
aa-(5) Determine groun &ﬂzw s@ K

bb-(6) Evaluate groun

dd-(8) Design wells an drilli ,&S
ee:(9) Develop groundwat urce agem
££(10) Plan and evaluaté\ dlal a

o &> 0¥

kh-e. Engineering geology. \$
(1) Prov1de g@gical i @nation@nterpretations for engineering &—ﬂ Formatted

nd e @e potential seismic and other geologic hazards.
ide geolo@ consultation during and after construction.

velo @interpret engineering geology maps and sections.
valu aterials resources.

and establish site selection and evaluation criteria.

(1) and implement field and laboratory programs.




Q
‘;A\O

pp=(8) Describe and sample soils for geologic analysis and materials properties

testing.
4G
r=f.  Mining geology.
ss:(1) Formulate exploration programs.
#(2) Implement field investigations on prospects.
ut=(3) Perform geologic interpretations for mineral reserves.

vv-(4) Perform economic analyses/appraisals.

ww=(5) Provide geologic interpretations for mine development and production

activities.

x%:(6) Provide geologic interpretations for mine abandonments, closures, or

restorations.
yy—
zz.g. _ Petroleum geology.
1) Formulate exploration programs.
2) Implement field investigations on prospects
3) Perform geologic interpretations of physi
reserves.
4) Perform petroleum economic analy;

5) Provide geologic interpretations {o
fi

emes @dm &)n

a1sa1 Q
lop Qi prod@

&° N
xO N
& &
OQ ,&‘Q
&\c’

C 4
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activities.
6) Provide geologic interpretaé&s ents\ es,
restorations. Q
B. Applicants holding degrees other thaffyt Ose listegh, 8. 4.1- A“ B 2 provide Formatted: Not Highlight ]
the board with written documentag “i a dem 15 2 ¢ @ sfactoril Formatted: Outline numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering

ates that The cougsel
MM‘
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G i sradual

completed by the applicant are eqw

:; alepttothe o sieq s
+C. A year of full-tj &pl@is a minimum of 45
Qﬂeﬂéﬁe’&z ho per week .
vorkdays-dudns a1 ¥ Month p

artial credit may be given for actual hours of Work or
if the applicant works as a geologist less than full time.

Style: A, B, C, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left +
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| @
Historical Notes: b

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 2.1, eff: February 1, 1988, amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April 24, é Q
1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff- February 1, 1995; Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006, Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. K
August 15, 2012. &

without having met the experience requir

applicant shall submit an application S pr by the boatd, pay the fee established in
18VAC145-40-20, and satisfy one oé: follov@ equirements:

1. Hold et% 1?@?(&@“ degree from an accredited college or

r in geology, engineering geology, geological
ring lated geological science and provide an official college
N@emonstrates satisfactory completion of the degree program.

éO Hold@,\aécalaureate or hlgher degree from an accredlted college or
\ unly 81ty e

qgmeeﬂng—er—a—rel—a&ed—geelegn‘eai—seeneeand have satlsfactorlly
K K mpleted at

@rb ?;Q 14




a—Ileast 30 semester hours (or the equivalent) of geological science courses.-

i Fieldgeology:

A he 20 ceme eonloot tanca oo ec m hé o
o o

apphcant shall pr0V1de an 0fﬁc1al college transcrlpt 2 @ tten O

documentation that demonstrates the eeu a e 25 -. et a &
courses satlsfactorllv completed by the appllca afe ! ulva o 0 oglcalo
science courses.equivalentto-thoserequired ;, i

3. Be enrolled in an undergraduate ge gineeri g!)logy
engineering, or a related geologica %ce CU.I‘I‘I of al
at an accredited college or unlve& an
undergraduate degree requlre

1n 2 m h fc
The aj t shalléébt
college transcript that den@ es sati ]@ 0
4. Be enrolled in a gradua@ology, ifieerin ogy ge 1cal
engineering, or a related geologi n an accredited

college or university and be withifl six m s of leting graduate
degree requirements. Tg@ant S r0V1d ficial college

transcript that demons atisf f course work.

Historical Notes:

Derived from Virginia Register Volu&ssue 5, ej@nuary 1,2013.

18VAC145-40-85@%C3{'<’:&" Geologist-in-Training (GIT) designation.

A. \%be eligt@ obtain the GIT designation, each applicant shall:

@’0 ?Qb

Be of ethlcal character



3.2.  Have achieved a passing score on a board-approved Fundamentals of
Geology examination;

1. Hold a baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited college or
university and have satisfactorily completed at

\
«O
)

O

Q

‘;O\O

¥ .
&
N

&



least 30 semester hour from courses in the geosciences, including 12 or more semester 6% Q
hours from at least four of the following disciplines: stratigraphy, structural geology, 0 . 0
hydrogeology, mineralogy, petrology, geomorphology, and field geology. C) \}




Prior to obtaining the designation of GIT, an applicant who qualified to sit for a K
board-approved Fundamentals of Geology examination under subdivision 3 or 4 of 6 ®
18VAC145-40-83 and passed the examination must provide an official college ‘\C) O
transcript that demonstrates satisfactory completion of the degree program. Q \Q

The designation of GIT will remain valid until the individual meets all requirement \ X @
for certification as a Virginia certified professional geologist. 6
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PART III.
o

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT o %
18VAC145-40-90. Disclosure.

A certified professional geologist: ‘\0 &é

1. Shall not submit any false statements or fail to disclose any facts requested

concerning his or another's application for certification. Q\ Q

2. Shall not engage in any fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation in ad?gmg, in, @ s\
soliciting or in providing professional services. Q

3. Shall not knowingly sign, stamp, or seal any plans, drawings, luepr@Q &
surveys, reports, specifications, or other document ared iewe
and approved by the certificate holder. Q

4. Shall make full disclosure to all parties OK E @

4 Siimtings £ PaRCIS HaaC Formatted: Highlight
ien€Mnt or epghel
b.—
ea.  Any monetary, ﬁnanc@ bene%ter
contract or entity providing go ic her hi professwnal
services, to a project or en nt 6
9o N : Q; s o - T
P P OpHHon-of Hen otEgHon-adganaje kinglvipdye-o aorsHeatactS4 H Formatted: Highlight

Historical Notes: Q \O

Derived from VR33540142 3. Iég.ebmury 1, 1988; amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April 24,

1991; Volume 1 Lelssue 6, eff. ary 1, 1995; Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. August 15, 2012.



NY
18VAC145-40-100. Change of address or name. C) . ;\§O

w9
Each certified professional geologist and geologist in training shall notify the board, in b\
writing, of any change of address or name. This notification shall be sent to the board within

30 days after such change of address or name. KOK GQ
Historical Notes: K
P P

*
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006, amended, Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. August \ O
15, 2012. O \Q

18VAC145-40-110. Compliance with other laws. J c)

A certified professional geologist: ?“ O O
;ety, I ate, é

S, or r( ions
oY Q.8
2. Shall not violate any state or federal crimin; staBte, inchﬂ% frau \} Q

t f or d@

misrepresentation, embezzlement, brib% t, forge reac

duty relating to his professional practic @ q
Qhe aﬁ riate @gagry
and eredtoyi
healltﬁety r welfare. If
in geasonable amount of time after
i ove;

tal authority of the

1. Shall comply with all federal, state, and local building,
or mining codes, as well as any other laws, codes, or
pertaining to the practice of geology.

3. Shall immediately notify the cli lo

p
agency if his professional ju@ is ove
circumstances of a serious threato the

appropriate remedial action is not taken(withi
making the report, he shall notify, @pprop&
specific nature of the public K@ 0

4. Shall give written noti e board; Kshap rate with the board and the
department in furnis 'ogany furthierniiformation '6r assistance needed, if he
knows or believes, othe logist/ﬁrm may be violating any of the

provisions of 22 (§ -2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of
Virginia, or thi

Historical Notes: Q O
Derived from VR335§%Q 3.2, e@lary 1, 1988; amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff- April 24,

1991; Volume 11, Issie’6, eff- F@ 1, 1995; Volume 22, Issue 21, eff. August 1, 2006, Volume 28, Issue 23, eff.
August 15, 20425 Q




18VAC145-40-120. Conflicts of interest.
A certified professional geologist shall not:

1. Accept any work on any project or other professional engagement when a duty
to a client or to the public would conflict with his personal interest or the
interest of another client, unless immediate disclosure of all material facts of the
conflict is made to each client related to the project or engagement.

2. Accept compensation for services related to the same project or professional
engagement from more than one party without making prior full disclosure to all
parties involved.

2-3.  The regulant shall not solicit or accept gratuities, directly OTM O E
contractors, their agents, or other parties dealing with a C].LQ emploﬁ &

connection with work for which the regulant is respow

Historical Notes:

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 3.3, eff- February 1, 1988, amende: tha Re olum%@ 13, D, 124
1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff. February 1, 1995; Volume 23, eﬁ”@st 15,2
18VAC145-40-130. Competence for assign@ts. Q &

A certified professional geologist:

apply the technical know eands applied by practicing

geologists. é

2. Shall not accep, rofessil Qass1gnment or engagement that he is not
competent to rm by of education, technical knowledge, or experience.
An assig requlbge ucation or experience outside his field of competence

may be{oe ted

a. 0 His &@sswnal services are restricted to those phases of the project in
e is qualified; and

1. Shall exercise reasonable ca& rg g pr tohal services and shall

{\ b. @\11 other phases of the project are performed by qualified associates,
@ ®$ consultants, or employees.

@’2}\' O 2
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Historical Notes:

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 3.4, eff- February 1, 1988; amended, Virginia Register Volume 7, Issue 13, eff. April 24,
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1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff. February 1, 1995; Volume 28, Issue 23, eff. August 15, 2012. 0 O
@) QO

Repeusths

” {12\ NG 4
e21; o ottime2S Agsip23;
18VAC145-40-150. Reissuance of certifica Qr revoc@ %&6
An individual whose certificate has been revoked in q&n w@i 8V 45-E40-140 shall
I

file a new application and obtain approval of thg % o reg ece ate?

%)
Historical Notes: @ o

Derived from VR335-01-2 § 3.6, eff- February4, 5 am@gmia r tolume 7, Issue 13, eff. April 24,
21

3 U y LM = B
August 15,2012,

1991; Volume 11, Issue 6, eff. February 1, 995, %0lume 2. eff- Augdst 1, 2006; Volume 28, Issue 23, eff-

August 15, 2012.
o



Included in this booklet are relevant excerpts from the Code of Virginia. Please note that
the Virginia General Assembly is responsible for creating and amending the Code, not the
Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists. The version
contained herein contains all changes, if any, that have been made by the General
Assembly through the 2012 session. Any changes made during the 2012 session became
effective July 1, 2012, unless otherwise noted. It is your responsibility to stay informed of
revisions to the regulations and the statutes governing your profession or occupation.
Please consult the General Assembly or your local library for annual changes.

*
§ 54.1-2200. (Effective until July 1, 2013) Definitions. Q\ QO
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning: \O \
"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and ‘@
Geologists. C)
"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulat @ 55\\\
"Eligible soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualifications sp in thls

this chapter to become certified.

"Geologist" means a person engaged in the public practice of ge ? O
"Geology" means the science dealing with (i) the earth and its %&ry in ii) \ ?\
investigation, prediction, evaluation, and location of ma 5(% and st {s wh@npos@

the earth; (iii) the natural processes that cause change he ar‘ch nd' V) thnﬂg catl%
knowledge of the earth, its processes, and its const1 cks s, liq e@

other natural materials.

"Practice of geology" means the performanc serv1 ork for‘sw n@hc

chapter to become certified.
"Eligible wetland professional" means a person who possesses the q tlons S{ in

wherein the principles and methods of geolo e ap

"Practice of soil evaluation" means the evaluatlon of a ep r1 es and methods
including, but not limited to, observation, investi 0 and c Itatio m asured
observed and inferred soils and their propert 51s effec ese properties on

the use and management of various kinds o and p tlor@ descriptions, maps,
reports and interpretive drawings.

"Practice of wetland delineation" ans\i deh of wet s by accepted principles and
methods including, but not llmltec;]%)bserva investigation, and consultation on soil,
vegetation, and hydrologic para ration of wetland delineations, descriptions,
reports and interpretive draw
"Qualified geologist" me
in this chapter for certi

"Soil" means the gri
surface which ar

@’person who possesses all the qualifications specified

f na @odles occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's
le 08%%) rting plant life and have properties caused by the combined

effects, as modified’by to hy and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent
materials.

"Soil ev%[ ton" s plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the kinds of soil
and

ing th‘ek tability for and response to various uses.

®®€>
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"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, mineralogical, and 06
biological properties of soils as natural bodies. 0 N\
"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil science and the methods and 6
principles of soil evaluation as acquired by education and experience in the formation, 6\
description and mapping of soils.

"Virginia certified professional geologist" means a person who possesses all qualifications OK
specified in this chapter for certification and whose competence has been attested by the Board s\
through certification. 6 %\
"Virginia certified professional soil scientist" means a person who possesses the qualifications ‘\ O
required for certification by the provisions of this chapter and the regulations of the Board and Q Q

who has been granted certification by the Board. \O \
"Virginia certified professional wetland delineator" means a person who possesses the

qualifications required for certification by the provisions of this chapter and the regulations of o C)
the Board and who is granted certification by the Board @
"Wetland delineation" means delineating wetland limits in accordance with@ iling St@
federal regulatory guidance and describing wetland types.

"Wetland professional" means a person having special knowledge and sc d th
methods and principles of wetland delineation as acquired by ed %nd e ’ggence i
formation, description and mapping of wetlands. Q

"Wetland science" means the science dealing with the physica m1ca1 bio og

properties of wetland systems integrated through ecologl&n cal r 1psQ E

"Wetlands" means the same as that term is defined in % 1300 é
12 c Q/

§ 54.1-2200. (Effective July 1, 2013) Definijti Q

(1987, c. 626, § 54-969; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 49%
As used in this chapter, unless the context r sa d1@
"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scien t fessi

Geologists.

"Department” means the Department of Pro and atlon ulation

"Eligible soil scientist" means a person Wh sses { ah specified in this
chapter to become licensed.

"Eligible wetland professional" means &rson ssesse quahﬁcat10ns specified in

this chapter to become certified.
"Geologist" means a person eng in the q@c practice of geology

"Geology" means the scieneg«ealing with (1)the earth and its history in general; (ii) the
investigation, predictio: i cation of materials and structures which compose
the earth; (iii) the nat [?Qcause changes in the earth; and (iv) the application of
knowledge of the e prosg' , and its constituent rocks, minerals, liquids, gases, and
other natural ma

"Practice of geology" me performance of any service or work for the general public
wherein th iples ethods of geology are applied.
"Practié il evmtlon" means the evaluation of soil by accepted principles and methods
1ncl sbut n;: ed to, observation, investigation, and consultation on measured,

25
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observed and inferred soils and their properties; analysis of the effects of these properties on 06
the use and management of various kinds of soil; and preparation of soil descriptions, maps, 0 RN\
reports and interpretive drawings. 6
"Practice of wetland delineation" means the delineation of wetlands by accepted principles and 6\
methods including, but not limited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on soil,

vegetation, and hydrologic parameters; and preparation of wetland delineations, descriptions, OK

reports and interpretive drawings. s\
"Qualified geologist" means an uncertified person who possesses all the qualifications specified 6 @K
in this chapter for certification. ‘\C) O
"Soil" means the groups of natural bodies occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's Q

surface which are capable of supporting plant life and have properties caused by the combined \O
effects, as modified by topography and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent

materials. C)
"Soil evaluation" means plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the ?@ of 50166 55\\\

and predicting their suitability for and response to various uses.

"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, m n cal &
biological properties of soils as natural bodies. 9 O
"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil s nd th ds a

principles of soil evaluation as acquired by education and expene ceh the fo
description and mapping of soils.

"Virginia certified professional geologist" means a perso 0 0sses ual 1
specified in this chapter for certification and whose co te e ha attest the

through certification.

"Virginia certified professional wetland delinea ans a Who

qualifications required for certification by th %ns 0 c apter a the e ons of
the Board and who is granted certification b Board

"Virginia licensed professional soil scientist" means ho @sess e qualifications
required for licensure by the provisions of this ch ter and th latl f the Board and

who has been granted a license by the Board, \

"Wetland delineation" means delineating \V\wllmlt
federal regulatory guidance and descri’bi wetland

"Wetland professional" means a pg\ ving

@ecor@‘e ith prevailing state and

know of wetland science and the
methods and principles of wetlanddelineatio cquired by education and experience in the
formation, description and map f wet :
"Wetland science" means t ce dealing™with the physical, chemical, and biological
properties of wetland syst gv&ough ecological and morphological relationships.
"Wetlands" means the as that t is defined in §§ 28.2-1300 and 62.1-44.3.

(1987, c. 626, § 54 ;198 5 1993, c. 499; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859; 2012,

cc. 803, 835.) O X,

§ 54.1- ZZO@Effect' euntil July 1, 2013) Board for Professional Soil Scientists,
Wetlan\ essm@s, and Geologists; membership; quorum.

Q’O
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A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-200, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists,
Wetland Professionals, and Geologists shall be composed of 13 members as follows: three
certified professional soil scientists, three certified professional wetland delineators, three
geologists, and three citizen members. The State Geologist shall serve as an ex officio member
of the Board. The geologist members shall be of varied backgrounds. The professional soil
scientist members shall have experience in at least one of the following areas: (i) soil mapping
and classification, (ii) soil suitability and land use, (iii) teaching and research in soil science,
and (iv) environmental protection regulations. Of the wetland professional members, one shall
have experience in wetland delineation and description, one shall have experience in teaching

and research in wetland science, and one shall have experience with natural resource Q\

regulations. The terms of the members shall be for four years. \
B. The Board shall annually elect a chairman from its membership. Seven board members,
consisting of at least two soil scientists, two professional wetland delineators, two geologists, 6
and one citizen, shall constitute a quorum. @

C. The Governor may select the professional soil scientist members from at leas %
names for each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Professi oil Sci S. &
The Governor may notify the Virginia Association of Professional Soil Sei @ O
professional vacancy other than by expiration among the profes51
the Board and nominations may be made for the filling of the Vac
D. The Governor may select the wetland professionals from a t le ee na

each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of rofe Is. T
may notify and request nominations from the V1rg1n1a tion and Rri
any professional vacancy other than by expiration a the we rofes me

(2012, cc. 803, 835.)

§ 54.1-2200.2. (Effective July 1, 2013) Boa r Pro&al Soi lent st Wﬂand
ofessi

Professionals, and Geologists; membership; quor-@,

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 54.1-200, ard f 1 Soil Scientists,
Wetland Professionals, and Geologists shall b osed mem follows: three
licensed professional soil scientists, three c ed professional delineators, three

geologists, and three citizen members e Ge: t sh; e as an ex officio member
of the Board. The geologist members sh{ be of backgr s. The professional soil
scientist members shall have experiehge in at ne of the following areas: (i) soil mapping
and classification, (ii) soil su1tab®( nd lai , (iii) teaching and research in soil science,
and (iv) environmental proteo@ regulations=Of the wetland professional members, one shall
have experience in wetlan, nea!@ description, one shall have experience in teaching
and research in wetland.Seiefice, and shall have experience with natural resource
regulations. Terms em@hall be for four years

B. The Board sh: uall chairman from its membership. Seven board members,
consisting of at le two ientists, two professional wetland delineators, two geologists,
and one cit hall cﬁh ute a quorum.

C. The ect the professional soil scientist members from a list of at least three
nam@ ach ;ﬁ y submitted by the Virginia Association of Professional Soil Scientists.

@’b
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The Governor may notify the Virginia Association of Professional Soil Scientists of any 06
professional vacancy other than by expiration among the professional soil scientist members of 0
the Board and nominations may be made for the filling of the vacancy. %
D. The Governor may select the wetland professionals from a list of at least three names for 6\
each vacancy submitted by the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals. The Governor

may notify and request nominations from the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals of OK
any professional vacancy other than by expiration among the wetland professional members. s\

(2012, cc. 803, 835.) N
P o

§ 54.1-2201. (Effective until July 1, 2013) Exceptions. Q\
A. The certification programs set forth in this chapter are voluntary and shall not be construed \O

to prohibit:

1. The practice of soil evaluation or wetland delineation by individuals who are not certiﬁed o C)
soil scientists or certified professional wetland delineators as defined in this cha @ \
2. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a certified soil scientist or d1V1d %
who is practicing soil evaluation without being certified;

3. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a certified professio t and di r or
of an individual who is practicing wetland delineation without be {
4. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, o surveyo deﬁ

§ 54.1-400 in rendering any of the services that constitute the &bce of d deli @ ?\

or the practice of soil evaluation; or @
5. The practice of any profession or occupation Wthh guitlated ther r@'

within the Department of Professional and Occupatl egula @
B. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an indj to en the

engineering, the practice of land surveying o ractice scape a 1tec

such individual is licensed or certified pursu Chap § 54 ?’ﬂus title
(1987, c. 626, § 54-970; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 49 & 9.)

§ 54.1-2201. (Effective July 1, 2013) Exce|

A. The certification program for wetland d 10n se{f@h in Q& pter shall be voluntary
and shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The practice of wetland delineati n by diVidt@ho are ertified professional wetland

delineators as defined in this chapt
2. The work of an employee or rdinaﬁ@ certified professional wetland delineator or
e

of an individual who is pra Qwetla delineation without being certified;
engi andscape architect, or land surveyor as defined by

3. The work of any profe
§ 54.1-400 in renderin, f the serwicCes that constitute the practice of wetland delineation

4. The practice 0)
within the Deg;

B. The hc progr: 1 professional soil scientists shall not be construed to prohibit:
1. The @‘M an @loyee or a subordinate of a licensed soil scientist;

Q’b
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2. The work of any professional engineer, landscape architect, or land surveyor as defined in § 06
54.1-400 in rendering any services that constitute the practice of soil evaluation; or 0
3. The practice of any profession or occupation that is regulated by another regulatory board

*
within the Department. 6\%

C. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize an individual to engage in the practice of K
engineering, the practice of land surveying or the practice of landscape architecture, unless O Q
such individual is licensed or certified pursuant to Chapter 4 (§ 54.1-400 et seq.). s\ 6
(1987, c. 626, § 54-970; 1988, c. 765; 1993, c. 499; 2002, c. 784; 2009, c. 309; 2011, cc. 6 @K

777, 859.) ‘\C) ®)
§ 54.1-2202. \OQ

Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 39.

§ 54.1-2203. (Effective until July 1, 2013) Eligibility for certification. @ ‘s\\
. X . L calth O

A. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a soil scientist in the C

submit to the Board evidence of qualification to be certified as provided_in hapt
Board may certify any applicant who has satisfactorily met the requi
its regulations and shall specify on the certificate the appropriate
B. Any person practicing or offering to practice as a wetland profgssional in th

Commonwealth may submit to the Board evidence of quahﬁc obe @ﬁed p onal ?\

wetland delineator as provided in this chapter. The Boar: y certi fy p11

satisfactorily met the requirements of this chapter and ifs eg latlo hall y on
certificate the appropriate endorsement.

C. Any individual who allows his certification t; ?Ey faild rene@

failing to meet professional activity require t1pulate e regula ns instated
by the Board upon submission of satisfacto ence 1s pr gi etent
manner and upon payment of the prescribed fee. &

(1987, c. 626, § 54-973; 1988, c. 765; 2002, . % Q

§ 54.1-2203. (Effective July 1, 2013) Cer n a tor

A. Any person practicing or offering to ctlce as 1onal in the Commonwealth
may submit to the Board evidence f q catlo a cert profess10nal wetland
delineator as provided in this chap%‘ e Bo, ay certlfy any applicant who has
satisfactorily met the requlreme this ¢ and its regulations and shall specify on the

certificate the appropriate e
B. Any individual who al
failing to meet professi

rSement.
is c@mn to lapse by failing to renew the certificate or

ctivit, irements stipulated in the regulations may be reinstated
élsfactory evidence that he is practicing in a competent

by the Board upon iSsion

manner and upo blent th rescribed fee.

(1987, c. 626@ -973 5 ¢. 765; 2002, c. 784; 2011, cc. 777, 859.)
epe@l effectlve July 1, 2013) Requirements for application for

o
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The Board may certify any applicant as a Virginia certified professional soil scientist who has 06
submitted satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits that the applicant: 0
1. Is eighteen years of age or more; . %
2. Is of good moral character; and 6\

3. Has successfully completed such educational and experiential requirements as are required K
by this chapter and the regulations of the Board. s\o

(1987, c. 626, § 54-974; 1988, c. 765.) K
§ 54.1-2205. (Effective until July 1, 2013) Requirements for certification. ‘\C)6 O®
A. In order to be certified as a professional soil scientist, an applicant shall achieve a score Q Q
acceptable to the Board on an examination in the principles and practice of soil evaluation and \O \

satisfy one of the following criteria: ‘\®

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a soils 3% C)

curriculum which has been approved by the Board and have at least four years erlenc% ‘\\

soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the ap com

to practice as a professional soil scientist; or P’ &

2. Hold a bachelor's degree in one of the natural sciences and have ai ve ye O

experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates t rd thatthe applige&

is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or

3. Have a record of at least eight years of experience in soil ev%non t @ahty o ?\
demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competenp@ra ice a feSS\ 11 Q
scientist; or

4. Have at least four years of experience in soil scie: Qs teack% soi

curriculum in an accredited institution of higher y;l;n whi

program in soils and at least two years of soi ation e ience, the allty

demonstrates to the Board that the applicant pete pro es l soil

scientist.

B. Notwithstanding the requirements in subsectio, ny per@a ppoi to serve on the
Board as a professional soil scientist membe{ && July. 1 1 deemed certified
for the purposes of this chapter.

(1987, c. 626, § 54-975; 1988, c. 765; @1 18 ’I\& Q

§ 54.1-2205. (Effective July 1, ZO@wense&red; application; requirements for
licensure; continuing educatm@

A. No person shall engage fer t ge in, the practice of soil evaluation in the
Commonwealth unless e een Q& under the provisions of this chapter.

B. In order to be 11ce a professional soil scientist, an applicant shall:

1. Submit satisfaef&I 1denc 1ed by affidavits that the applicant:

a. Is 18 years of old

b. Is of good moral chara and

c. Has suc\ 1ly co: ed such educational and experiential requirements as are required
by thist@er and @regulations of the Board.

N
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2. Achieve a score acceptable to the Board on an examination in the principles and practice of 06
soil evaluation and satisfy one of the following criteria: 0 N\
a. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a soils 6
curriculum which has been approved by the Board and have at least four years of experience in 6\
soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent

to practice as a professional soil scientist; or OK
b. Hold a bachelor's degree in one of the natural sciences and have at least five years of s\
experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant 6 %\
is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or ‘\ O

c. Have a record of at least eight years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which Q

demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil \O
scientist; or

d. Have at least four years of experience in soil science research or as a teacher of soils o C)
curriculum in an accredited institution of higher education which offers an appri four-yiaole 55\\\
program in soils and at least two years of soil evaluation experience, the q whic O
demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as @ 10nal,§

scientist
C. The Board shall establish by regulation requirements for conti %&ucatl
prerequisite to the maintenance and renewal of a license issued u erthis chap not ,to

exceed eight contact hours per year. ?N ?\
D. Individuals applying for a license as a professional so, ﬂ% ist be July{@l anQ
July 1, 2015, who (i) have been certified as professt}so sc1e y the or %

have achieved a score set by the Board on the exam requ thls s%

licensed by the Board if all other requirements o chapte ard I

met, unless an applicant is found by the Boar ave eng n any act\that w, nstltute
grounds for disciplinary action. @ %‘

(1987, c. 626, § 54-975; 1988, c. 765; 1991, C. 181@ cgfbsé

§ 54.1-2206. (Effective until July 1, 2013) 3 %of e @ation.
A. The Board may waive the requirement f\ inatj

written application from an 1nd1v1dua1 whe_holds an
issued by a regulatory body of anot erS\ terri of the United States and is
not the subject of any disciplinary eedlng ¢ such regulatory body which could result

in the suspension or revocation certlf #1f such other state, territory or possession
recognizes the certificates is: y the

B. The Board shall wai \equlr or exammatlon pursuant to § 54.1-2206.2 upon the
written application fr(&& dividualwho holds an unexpired certificate or its equivalent issued

cate or its equivalent

by a regulatory bod oth , territory or possession of the United States or has been
provisionally cerﬁunde the').S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineator
Certification m of 1@ nd is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such
regulatory b\é whic d result in the suspension or revocation of his certificate.

(1987, \ , § 54@6 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 181; 2002, c. 784; 2003, c. 447; 2010, c. 91.)

N
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§ 54.1-2206. (Effective July 1, 2013) Waiver of examination. 06
A. The Board may waive the requirement for examination pursuant to § 54.1-2205 upon 0 RN\
written application from an individual who holds an unexpired certificate or license, or its 6
equivalent, issued by a regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United 6\
States and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body which

could result in the suspension or revocation of his certificate or license, if such other state, OK
territory or possession recognizes the license issued by the Board. s\

B. The Board shall waive the requirement for examination pursuant to § 54.1-2206.2 upon the 6 @K
written application from an individual who holds an unexpired certificate or its equivalent issued C)

by a regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States or has been Q Q
provisionally certified under the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineator \O

Certification Program of 1993 and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such @

regulatory body, which could result in the suspension or revocation of his certificate. C)

(1987, c. 626, § 54-976; 1988, c. 765; 1991, c. 181; 2002, c. 784; 2003, c. 4 010, c%@ ;G\\\

2011, cc. 777, 859.) Q

OQ

§ 54.1-2206.1. Requirements for application for professional wet elineat
certification Q
The Board may certify any applicant as a Virginia certified profe@l wetlan@elmea@

who has submitted satisfactory evidence verified by affidavits %he ap( ?\

1. Is eighteen years of age or older;

2. Is of good moral character; and Q Q
3. Has successfully completed such educational and: ientia emen re r%
by this chapter and the regulations of the Board, ; Q

(2002, c. 784.)

§ 54.1-2206.2. Requirements for professm&vetl
A. In order to be certified as a professional wetl 1neat appl'
score acceptable to the Board on an examinati ich practicum, in the
principles and practice of wetland delineati \&Vlde wrlt%fe~ rences from wetland
professionals with at least one from a ¢ (( profe lineator, and satisfy one
of the following criteria:

shall achieve a

itution of higher education in a wetland

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from a@credlte
science, biology, biological engi g, Civi environmental engineering, ecology, soil
ogical, physical, natural science or

science, geology, hydrology o@ similar b , ,
environmental engineerin, \wul has been approved by the Board; have successfully
i tion, in state and federal wetland delineation methods, that has

been approved by t rd; aq%ﬂ@e at least four years of experience in wetland delineation
under the supervist ﬂ professional wetland delineator, the quality of which
demonstrates o t| e applicant is competent to practice as a certified professional
wetland de éﬂ

2. Hav do east six years of experience in wetland delineation under the
supe i0 of ed professional wetland delineator, the quality of which demonstrates to

®®€>
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the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a certified professional wetland 06 Q
delineator; or 0 . ‘\O

3. Have a record of at least four years of experience in wetland science research or as a % ’\\'
teacher of wetlands curriculum in an accredited institution of higher education, the quality of 6\ 6

which demonstrates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice as a certified 0

professional wetland delineator. s\o& GQ

B. Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection A, the requirement for a reference from and \
supervision by a certified professional wetland delineator shall be waived for the first six years @ @

of the program. K C) O

(2002, c. 784; 2007, c. 334.) Q \Q
O \

§ 54.1-2207. (Effective until July 1, 2013) Unprofessional conduct. \' ‘\(b
Any professional soil scientist or wetland delineator who is certified as provided in this chapt C)
shall be considered guilty of unprofessional conduct and subject to disciplinary ?Qn by th% ‘s\\\
Board, if he:

evaluation or wetland delineation; or

1. Obtains his certification through fraud or deceit; p: &
2. Violates or cooperates with others in violating any provision of't % ter, the @) O
Professional Ethics and Conduct or any regulation of the Board; Q
3. Performs any act likely to deceive, defraud or harm the pubh Q

( so1\§ ?\
5. Is convicted of a felony. % 0\ %Q
(1987, c. 626; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784.) ® @

4. Demonstrates gross negligence, incompetence or miscondu

§ 54.1-2207. (Effective July 1, 2013) Unpr nal co

Any professional soil scientist who is licen r W, o?c?mﬁed as
provided in this chapter, shall be considered gullty of 51 t and subject to
disciplinary action by the Board, if he:

1. Obtains his certification or license throu r de

2. Violates or cooperates with others in vio any apter the Code of
Professional Ethics and Conduct or any la ion o

3. Performs any act likely to deceivye, &g aud o%@ the pu

4. Demonstrates gross negligence, ifitgmpete: isconduct in the practice of soil

evaluation or wetland delineatio C)

5. Is convicted of a felony. +

(1987, c. 626; 1988, c.@Z Q@ZOH, cc. 777, 859.)

§ 54.1-2208. (Effe ntil @ 2013) Unlawful representation as a certified
professional soi@tlst wetland delineator.

A. No perso hallrepres 1mself as a certified professional soil scientist unless he has been
S0 certlﬁe e Boa ny person practicing or offering to practice soil evaluation within
the me. qéﬂf thls@pter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or letterhead,

@’b
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represents himself as a certified professional soil scientist without holding such a certificate 06
from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 0 N\
B. No person shall represent himself as a certified professional wetland delineator unless he has 6
been so certified by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice wetland 6\
delineation within the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement,

or letterhead, represents himself as a certified professional wetland delineator without holding OK
such a certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. s\
(1987, c. 626, § 54-971; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784.) 6 @K

§ 54.1-2208. (Effective July 1, 2013) Unlawful representation as a licensed professional Q\ Q
soil scientist or certified wetland delineator. \O \

A. No person shall represent himself as a licensed professional soil scientist unless he has been

so licensed by the Board. Any person practicing or offering to practice soil evaluation within @6

the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or l ead, s\
represents himself as a licensed professional soil scientist without holding a®1 from, O
Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. No person shall represent himself as a certified professional wetla meator qghe ha
been so certified by the Board. Any person practicing or offerin, tice

delineation within the meaning of this chapter who, through Verb@lm s verti:

or letterhead, represents himself as a certified professional wet eline évlthou @
such a certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Cla:

ng
eme: Q
(1987, c. 626, § 54-971; 1988, c. 765; 2002, c. 784; Q c. 77;0 Q/%

§ 54.1-2208.1. Exemptions.

A. The certification program set forth in thls e 18 Vol and shai&:ot b ed to
prevent or affect the practice of geology by ified 1sts %ﬂ may
represent himself as a Virginia certified profess1ona1 st een so certified
by the Board.

B. This article shall not prevent or affect the of a essi ade for which
licensing, certification, or registration is re nde ia law, including the
practice of licensed professional engme wiully ering in its various
specialized branches.

(1981, c. 132, § 54-968; 1988, c §541 1 2012, cc. 803, 835.)

§ 54.1-2208.2. Certiﬁcatmq@in 1ﬁcatlons
A. Any person practici erln&ctlce as a geologist or in a geological specialty in
this Commonwealth mit reasomable evidence to the Board that he is qualified to
practice and to be ¢ d in this article. The Board shall approve the application
for certiﬁcation person who, in the opinion of the Board, has satisfactorily met the
requirements articl who has paid any applicable fees fixed by the Board.
Certlﬁcat ll exp e t intervals as designated by the Board. A certification may be
renewel éhe Boa@lpon receipt of a formal request accompanied by any applicable fees.

Q’O
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B. To be eligible for certification as a professional geologist, an applicant shall meet each of 06
the following minimum qualifications: 0

1. Be of ethical character. %
2. Have a baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited college or university with either a 6\
major in geology, engineering geology, geological engineering, or related geological sciences;

or have completed at least 30 semester hours or the equivalent in geological science courses OK Q
leading to a major in geology. s\ 6

3. Have at least seven years of geological work that shall include either a minimum of three % @K

years of geological work under the supervision of a qualified or certified professional geologist ‘\ O

or a minimum of three years of experience in responsible charge of geological work. The Q

adequacy of the position and the required supervision and experience shall be determined by \O
the Board in accordance with standards set forth in its regulations. The following criteria of

education and experience qualify toward the required seven years of geological work: C)
a. Each year of full-time undergraduate study in the geological sciences shall ¢ S one-%@ ‘s\\\

year of experience up to a maximum of two years, and each year of full- tlrr‘ ate

shall count as a year of experience up to a maximum of three years. Credit derg &
and graduate study shall in no case exceed a total of four years towa; ting th O

requirements for at least seven years of geological work. { Q

b. The Board may consider, in lieu of the above-described geolog@Nork, th@mulat'

total of geological work or geological research of persons occul rese r post ate ?\

positions as well as those teaching geology courses at the&?g oru 1ty le

such work or research can be demonstrated to be of a tly r ble nat to b
equivalent to the geological work required in this seeti

4. Have successfully passed an appropriate exami eyn\appr y th ed to
demonstrate that the applicant has the necess: %ledg skill to e r01s

responsibilities of the public practice of geo@

At the discretion of the Board, separate exammatlons& ep for«

subspecialities of geology; however, there will beao specialt %lﬁcatQ nly certification
as a professional geologist.

(1981, c. 132, §§ 54-964, 54-965; 1984, cs®988 { Q_B 3; 2012, cc. 803,

835.)

§ 54.1-2208.3. Waiver of examm@-
The Board may waive the exami requﬁpnt for certification as a professional geologist

for an applicant who otherwi s@eets thereqtiirements of this article and who also meets any of
the following conditions:
1. Makes written appli to the &d and has at least 12 years of geological work that
includes the geologi rk alﬁed in subsection B of § 54.1-1403.

2. Makes Writte cationgo the Board and holds an unexpired certificate of registration,
certification, se to %e in the practice of geology issued to him on the basis of
comparabl ireme y a proper authority of a state, territory, or possession of the United

States O\ 1str1c® olumbia.




(1981, c. 132, § 54-966; 1988, c. 765, § 54.1-1404; 1994, c. 247; 1996, c. 49; 2012, cc. 803, 0%

835.) C) . ,‘\§O
*

§ 54.1-2208.4. Professional ethics and conduct. b\%

A. The Board, in coordination with an ad hoc panel of certified professional geologists K

convened by the Board and representing various geological interests in Virginia, shall have O Q

prepared and adopted a Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct that shall be published and s\ 6

made known in writing to every Virginia certified professional geologist and applicant for 6 %&

certification under this article. The Board may revise and amend this code as needed and shall ‘\C) O

forthwith notify each certified professional geologist in writing of such revisions or Q Q

amendments. \O \

B. The full Board, by majority vote, shall have the power to suspend, revoke, or refuse to

renew the certification of any professional geologist who, after an appropriate formal hearing, 6

is found to have been involved in: ?\ @

1. Any fraud or deceit in obtaining certification; % O

2. Any violation of the Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct or oth tions & K

Board; O O

3. Demonstrated gross negligence, incompetence, or misconduct i ctic@eology

professional geologist; or .

4. Any conviction of a felony which, in the opinion of the Boa%ould {@ely af&&
practice of geology.

C. The Board, by majority vote of the quorum, may re?at revoked ‘ot suspentcd
certification to any professional geologist who mak

itten appli n to tife d@
good cause for such action. Q @
(1981, c. 132, § 54-967; 1988, c. 765, § 54 5; 2012@03,%3&

.\0
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DE DR

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation

To: PSSWPG Board
From: Kate Nosbisch, Executive Director
Subject: Executive Director Update

Date: March 4, 2024

Application Statistics

%)
The table below provides the number of applications @'Y;ed @%ne P@VPG Board per calendar

L
OO

year (January 1 — December 31) since 2019. Q/

2024*
App Numbers 22

*As of 02/21/2024

90 119

Soil Scientists .ayela Geologists
EPIY 13
x$
O

O

Call Center Statistie®? O

> P
The section’s caééénte@‘a?received a total of 1,549 phone calls between January 1, 2024, to February
21, 2024. TI@ art’b:e}’éw illustrates the calls received in more detail:

Call Center Activity

Calls Stranded - Unavailable, 89, 5.7 % Calls Abandoned. 48,31%

Calls Answered, 1412, 91 2%




Email Statistics

The table below outlines the number of emails received through the Board’s email address per %\C)

calendar year (Jan 1-Dec 31) 06 )
2024* 2023 2022 2021 2020 ¢
[ # of Emails** [T 918 644 482 3190 Q&) B8
*As of 02/01/2024 O (b\
**Includes Geology and BPSSWP Emails Q\ \QO

O, >
Board Case Statistics 6 ,\0\

Since 2018, The Board has adjudicated 2 cases. éov K
S & N
No new cases to date 0 Q

2 \\O
Stakeholder Engagement & Outrﬁv N Qv

Michael Lawless, Geologist repres@he@d a{@%@%ﬁg COE Workshop and Field Trip —

April 2023

Drew Thomas, Geologist and Kate @blsc@revged the Board at the ASBOG Annual Meeting —
October 2023 Q

Michael Lawless, GeoIo& epreéhng the Board at ASBOG Spring COE Workshop and Field Trip —
April 2024

‘Q

(\ O
& 6\\
NSRS

0




» ULR Approved Applications
e 10 Staff Approved
Applications since 12/1/
o Geologists- 7 SO @Q
o Soil Scientists- LoQ

o Wetland @Il@%ﬁors-

o>°°
(\



OQ
Licensed and Certified %o@@
b\ \

Population & S
’b
As of February 1, 2024 \QQ \\0

@6 &
eo &P
& \0

©7,.Q.
Soil Scientistsy~ 2 B 81
A é<>

Wetlandg@“el@a{@?’s@(o 123

869



Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation

Statement of Financial Activity

Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists

954180
2022-2024 Biennium January 2024
,I\O
Biennium-to-Date Comp
January 2024 July 2020 - ﬁ} 202
Activity January 2022 - n€9§>
\* 9
Cash/Revenue Balance Brought Forward Ké Q 16,455
R TR
evenues 2,960 85,4 K 88,930
2
Cumulative Revenues 0\ \('p 105,385
O A\T
Cost Categories: 6\ \’&
N
Board Expenditures 6&“ O% O‘\ 0,527 33,347
Board Administration @é 4 O<Q é 27,401 27,386
4!
Administration of Exams 0 12Q\ Q 4,571 2,122
Enforcement & é 0\\(b>' Q 16 13
N
- N ,é
Legal Services Q @' 4 61 72
& @K
Information Systems Q QQ O.) 1894 19,164 16,630
Facilities and Support Services C (b' 6® Q’SOS 7,955 6,578
N Ip
Agency Administration \‘{\\ \\}Q) 412 12,606 19,038
X Q
Other / Transfers 6\0 C@ Q 0 (0) (15)
Total Expenses QQ ()O 2,846 92,302 105,171
N
Transfer ToI(Fro&ashﬁ@Qe)rves 0 0 (26,591)
N
Ending Cash/Revenue Bap@ 26,805
&\’0 Q}@
@ serve Beginning Balance 18,064 0 44,655
Change in Cash Reserve 0 0 (26,591)
Cash Reserve Ending Balance 18,064 0 18,064
Number of Regulants
Current Month 1,073

Previous Biennium-to-Date

1,155




Q
.\O

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation 6
Supporting Statement of Year-to-Date Activity % Q
Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists - 954180 ()0 . ’\O

Fiscal Year 2024 . % \
> P

£
i S| Plaane: Projected Projected Variance
| Current Charges [Favorable (Unfavorable)
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb harges afges Balance at 6/30 Amount %

Apr May Jun
*

Board \ QC
Expenditures 7,071 4,682 868 1,927 1,877 2,105 976 0 0 0\'02 0 \1 1505 27,133 7,628 33,186 -6,053 -22.3%
*
N
Board
Administration 1,556 1,514 2,016 715 1,525 2,081 834 0

>
v 0 @0 &&\COJ 10,241 24,763 14,522 15,850 8,913 36.0%
e

Mar
0
0
Administration $<>
of Exams 223 262 372 124 250 374 126 @ 0

0) 0 1,731 3,424 1,693 2,723 701 20.5%

0
2 K Q
Enforcement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C9 2 (‘D 0 0 0 0 0 0
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