
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS, 
WETLAND PROFESSIONALS and GEOLOGISTS MEETING 

Wednesday, May 29, 2019 
10:00 a.m. – Board Room 4 – 2nd Floor 

Department of Professional & Occupational Regulation 
9960 Mayland Drive 

Richmond, Virginia 23233 
(804) 367-8514 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Emergency Evacuation Procedures 

 
3. Welcome and Introductions 

• Mary Broz-Vaughan 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 

5. Approval of Minutes 
• December 6, 2018 

 
6. Public Comment Period* 

 
7. Continuing Education 

• Independent Geologist Survey – D. Thomas 
 

8. ASBOG  
• Spring COE Workshop and Field Trip Debriefing – Mike Lawless 
• Administrator’s Workshop, Annual Meeting and Fall COE Workshop Email 

o Flyer 
• Certificate of Recognition 
 

9. Pipeline Safety Information (informational) 
 

10. Periodic Regulatory Review 
 

11. 2018 General Assembly Update 
• Mandatory Regulatory Reduction by July 1, 2021 
 

12. Other Business 
 

13. Statement of Economic Interest Form 
 
14. Conflict of Interest / Travel Vouchers 

 
15. Adjourn 
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NEXT MEETING TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 21, 2019 
 

 
Agenda materials available to the public do not include disciplinary case files or application files 
pursuant to §54.1-108 of the Code of Virginia. 

 
 

*Five minute public comment, per person, with the exception of any open disciplinary or application files.  Persons 
desiring to participate in the meeting and requiring special accommodations or interpretative services should contact the 

Department at (804) 367-8514 at least ten days prior to the meeting so that suitable arrangements can be made for an appropriate 
accommodation.  The Department fully complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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Call to Order 
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Emergency Evacuation 

Procedures 
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Welcome & Introductions 
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Approval of Minutes 
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BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS, WETLAND PROFESSIONALS 

and GEOLOGISTS 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
The Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists met on 
December 6, 2018, at the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, 9960 
Mayland Drive, Richmond, Virginia, with the following members present:   
 

Citizens Geologists 
Bennett Burks Michael Lawless 
 David Spears 
 Drew Thomas 
  
Soil Scientists Wetland Delineators 
Larry Giannasi  Robin Bedenbaugh 
David Hall Justin Brown 
Alexis Jones  

 
Board members, Warren “Ted” Dean, Doug DeBerry, Robin Jones, and Molly Parker, were not 
present at the meeting. 

 
Staff present for all or part of the meeting were: 
 

Kathleen (Kate) R. Nosbisch, Executive Director 
Bonnie Davis, Administrative Assistant 

 
Josh Laws, Assistant Attorney General, was present from the office of the Attorney General. 
 
Mr. Giannasi, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   
 

Call to Order 

Mr. Giannasi advised the Board of the emergency evacuation procedures.  Emergency Evacuation 
Procedures 
 

Ms. Nosbisch stated that Mr. DeBoer, Mr. Dean, Mr. DeBerry, Ms. Jones, 
and Ms. Parker send there regrets.  She introduced David Hall and Alexis 
Jones, new Soil Scientist Board members, Justin Brown, new Wetland 
Professional Board Member, Michael Lawless, new Geologist Board 
member, and other Board members introduced themselves.  She 
introduced members of the audience:  Meade Anderson, former Geologist 
Board Member, Ricky Woody, President of Virginia Association of 
Wetland Professionals, and Ted Kraska, Apex Companies, LLC. 
 

Welcome and 
Introductions 
 

Ms. Jones moved to approve the agenda.  Mr. Burks seconded the motion 
which was unanimously approved by members: Bedenbaugh, Brown, 
Burks, Giannasi, Hall, Jones, Lawless, Spears, and Thomas. 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Thomas moved to approve the amended minutes from the September 
12, 2018, Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals 

Approval of Minutes 
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Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists 
December 6, 2018 
Page 2 of 5 
 
and Geologists meeting.  Ms. Jones seconded the motion which was 
unanimously approved by members: Bedenbaugh, Brown, Burks, 
Giannasi, Hall, Jones, Lawless, Spears, and Thomas. 
 
Mr. Woody stated Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals supports 
unnecessary licensing in Virginia. He stated since establishing 
certification, there has been a consistency in practice, there is a body of 
knowledge for public access, there is public access to wetland delineators, 
no work is done by unlicensed wetland delineators, no loss of protection 
of water, no decrease in water quality.  Deregulation will remove 
standards and jeopardize our resources. 
 
Mr. Kraska, Professional Wetland Delineator in private industry, stated he 
was the fourth certified wetland delineator in Virginia.  He stated with 
certification there has been an increase in the level of delineation across 
the state.  He supports the certification program; there is a value. 
 

Public Comment Period 
 

Mr. Giannasi read the following resolutions for consideration by the 
Board: 

RESOLUTION TO 
 

JJUULLIIAANN  MMEEAADDEE  RRUUFFFFIINN  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  
 
WHEREAS, Julian Meade Ruffin Anderson, did faithfully and diligently 
serve as a Board member of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, 
Wetland Professionals, and Geologists from 2005 to 2018; 
 
WHEREAS, Julian Meade Ruffin Anderson, did devote generously of his 
time, talent and leadership to the Board; 
 
WHEREAS, Julian Meade Ruffin Anderson, did endeavor at all times to 
render decisions with fairness and good judgment in the best interest of the 
citizens of the Commonwealth and these professions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland 
Professionals, and Geologists wishes to acknowledge its gratitude for 
devoted service of a person who is held in high esteem by the members of 
the Board and the citizens of the Commonwealth; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board for Professional 
Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists this 6th  day of 
December 2018, that Julian Meade Ruffin Anderson, be given all honors and 
respect due him for his outstanding service to the Commonwealth and its 
citizens; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be presented to him 
and be made a part of the official minutes of the Board so that all may know 

Resolutions 
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Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists 
December 6, 2018 
Page 3 of 5 
 
of the high regard in which he is held by this Board. 
 

RESOLUTION TO 

KKEEIITTHH  RR..  GGOOOODDWWIINN  
 
WHEREAS, Keith R. Goodwin, did faithfully and diligently serve as a 
Board member of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland 
Professionals, and Geologists from 2015 to 2018; 
 
WHEREAS, Keith R. Goodwin, did devote generously of his time, talent 
and leadership to the Board; 
 
WHEREAS, Keith R. Goodwin, did endeavor at all times to render 
decisions with fairness and good judgment in the best interest of the citizens 
of the Commonwealth and these professions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland 

Professionals, and Geologists wishes to acknowledge its gratitude for 

devoted service of a person who is held in high esteem by the members of 

the Board and the citizens of the Commonwealth; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board for Professional 
Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists this 6th  day of 
December 2018, that Keith R. Goodwin, be given all honors and respect due 
him, for his outstanding service to the Commonwealth and its citizens; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be presented to him 
and be made a part of the official minutes of the Board so that all may know 
of the high regard in which he is held by this Board. 
 

RESOLUTION TO 

AANNGGEELLAA  CC..  WWHHIITTEEHHEEAADD  
 
WHEREAS, Angela C. Whitehead, did faithfully and diligently serve as a 
Board member of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland 
Professionals, and Geologists from 2008 to 2018; 
 
WHEREAS, Angela C. Whitehead, did devote generously of her time, talent 
and leadership to the Board; 
 
WHEREAS, Angela C. Whitehead, did endeavor at all times to render 
decisions with fairness and good judgment in the best interest of the citizens 
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Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists 
December 6, 2018 
Page 4 of 5 
 
of the Commonwealth and these professions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland 

Professionals, and Geologists wishes to acknowledge its gratitude for 

devoted service of a person who is held in high esteem by the members of 

the Board and the citizens of the Commonwealth; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board for Professional 
Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals, and Geologists this 6th  day of 
December 2018, that Angela C. Whitehead, be given all honors and respect 
due her for her outstanding service to the Commonwealth and its citizens; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be presented to her and 
be made a part of the official minutes of the Board so that all may know of 
the high regard in which she is held by this Board. 
 
The Board members agreed to the resolutions by consensus.  Ms. 
Nosbisch thanked the ongoing Board members and welcomed the new 
Board members.  She reported that Ms. Molly Parker and Mr. Ted Dean 
had been reappointed. 
 
Ms. Nosbisch reported that the JLARC report included 36 
recommendations for DPOR, but they are not mandated.  The second 
recommendation states the Board for Professional Occupational 
Regulation (BPOR) should review the need for continued regulation of 
soil scientists, and the third recommends the same review of state 
certification of wetland delineators.    
 
Mr. Bedenbaugh voiced his concern of the possible elimination of soil 
scientist and wetland delineation certification and the 25% reduction of 
regulations.   
 
Ms. Nosbisch noted these are two distinct issues.  HB 883 directs 
Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) to administer a three-year 
regulatory reduction pilot program aimed at reducing by 25% the 
regulations and regulatory requirements, as defined in the bill, of the 
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation and the 
Department of Criminal Justice Services by July 1, 2021.   
 
Ms. Jones stated she is a board member of Virginia Association of 
Professional Soil Scientists (VAPSS) which has a lobbyist who is watching for 
bills being presented on the decertification of soil scientists.   
 

JLARC Report 
 

DRAFT A
GENDA -  

Mate
ria

ls 
co

nta
ine

d i
n t

his
 ag

en
da

 ar
e p

rop
os

ed
 to

pic
s 

for
 di

sc
us

sio
n a

nd
 no

t to
 be

 co
ns

tru
ed

 as
 re

gu
lat

ion
 

or 
off

ici
al 

Boa
rd 

op
ini

on
 -  

DRAFT A
GENDA



Board for Professional Soil Scientists, Wetland Professionals and Geologists 
December 6, 2018 
Page 5 of 5 
 
Ms. Nosbisch stated the next BPOR meeting is March 4, 2019, and the public 
may attend and speak. 
 
Mr. Giannasi stated eight continuing education (CE) credits each year is a 
hardship; it would be less burdensome to allow 16 CEs in a two year 
period.  He asked Ms. Jones if she would present this request to VAPSS to 
submit to the legislature as a soil scientist, not as a board member.  
 
Mr. Thomas stated he was going to conduct an independent survey of 
fellow geologists to inquire about their position regarding CE.  At the 
ASBOG meeting, he discovered that Washington had already sent out the 
same survey.  He is waiting on the statistics of that survey at this time. 
 

Continuing Education 
 

Mr. Thomas attended the annual meeting; continuing education and the 
importance of certification was discussed.  He stated working as a subject 
matter expert on the exam was very rewarding work.  Ms. Nosbisch stated 
she participated in the Administrators Workshop via teleconference.   
 

ASBOG Annual Meeting 
 
 

Ms. Nosbisch recognized World Soil Day was yesterday.  She thanked all 
board members for their time and expertise devoted to their professions 
and the Board. Ms. Nosbisch noted that staff sent an email to all licensed 
soil scientists recognizing them on World Soil Day.  
 

World Soil Day 
 

Ms. Nosbisch requested Board members confirm their information on the 
board roster. 
 

Other Business 
 

Ms. Nosbisch informed board members that they will receive an email 
later this month from the Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory 
Council regarding their yearly statement of economic interests (SEI).  Ms. 
Nosbisch stated that completion of the SEI form is a requirement for 
board members and that the online form must be completed by all board 
members between January 1, 2019 and January 14, 2019. 
 

Statement of Economic 
Interest Form 
 

Conflict of Interest forms and travel vouchers were completed by all 
Board members present. 
 

Conflict of Interest Forms 
/ Travel Vouchers 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m.   Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Larry Giannasi, Chair 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Jay W. DeBoer, Secretary 
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Public Comment 
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Continuing Education for 

Geologists 
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ASBOG 
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Davis, Bonnie <bonnie.davis@dpor.virginia.gov>

Fwd: Administrator's Workshop, Annual Meeting and Fall COE Workshop: First
Notice 
1 message

Nosbisch, Kathleen <kate.nosbisch@dpor.virginia.gov> Wed, May 15, 2019 at 9:34 PM
To: Bonnie Davis <bonnie.davis@dpor.virginia.gov>

For the PSSWPG Agenda...
Thanks,
Kate 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: dsneyd asbog.org <dsneyd@asbog.org> 
Date: Tue, May 14, 2019 at 8:44 AM 
Subject: Administrator's Workshop, Annual Meeting and Fall COE Workshop: First Notice 
To: dsneyd asbog.org <dsneyd@asbog.org> 
 
 

Good Morning,

 

I understand that some Boards will be meeting soon and may begin discussing plans related to the Fall ASBOG meetings
to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota during the week of November 4, 2019.   In support of these discussions, this
email transmits preliminary information regarding logistics related to the Administrator’s Workshop, Annual Business
Meeting and Fall COE Workshop.  

As with last year, we will have an Administrators Workshop so that Board Administrators and ASBOG leadership
will have opportunity to discuss issues of common interest to the Boards.  We’re soliciting topics of interest at
this point, so please give some consideration to this during your Board meetings and send ideas to me this
summer.  I’d like to have a draft agenda for the workshop to circulate for comment by the end of August.  The
Administrator’s Workshop is intended to provide opportunity for interaction between the Boards, so let’s make it
as interesting and mutually beneficial as possible. 

 

The Executive Committee will be meeting on July 25 and 26, 2019 in Alexandria, VA.  Following this meeting, I’ll be
sending additional materials for review that will be either voted on or adopted at the Annual Meeting.  If you have specific
concerns or questions that you would like for me to bring to the attention of the Executive Committee at their meeting in
July, please send them to me before July 15, 2019.

 

Feel free to give me a call if you have questions or need additional information related to our upcoming fall meetings.

 

Sincerely,

Deana 

Deana Sneyd, P.G. | Executive Director | ASBOG    
6000 Stewart Parkway PO Box 5219 Douglasville, GA 30154            
T: +1 (678) 713-1251 | E: dsneyd@asbog.org | www.asbog.org           

This email transmission is confidential and may contain proprietary information for the exclusive use of the intended recipient. Any use, distribution or copying
of this transmission, other than by the intended recipient, is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all
copies. Electronic media is susceptible to unauthorized modification, deterioration, and incompatibility. Accordingly, the electronic media version of any work
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Post Office Box 5219 email: dsneyd@asbog.org Voice: 678-713-1251 
Douglasville, Georgia 30154 www.asbog.org Fax: 678-839-4071 

ASBOG® 2019 ADMINISTRATOR’S WORKSHOP, 
ANNUAL MEETING AND FALL COE WORKSHOP 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBER 5 – NOVEMBER 9, 2019 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

LOCATION: Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Minneapolis Downtown  

 12 Sixth Street South 
 Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
 
SCHEDULE: NOV 5, 2019 ADMINISTRATOR’S WORKSHOP 
 NOV 6, 2019 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
 NOV 7, 2019 FIELD TRIP 
 NOV 8, 2019 COE WORKSHOP 
 NOV 9, 2019 COE WORKSHOP 
 
GROUP RATE: $129 Standard Suites 

 Hotel occupancy tax is currently 13.15% 

The room block rate is available from:  
Sunday November 3, 2019 through Sunday November 10, 2019 
 
Check- in time:  4:00 p.m. 
Check-out time: 11:00 p.m. 

RESERVATIONS Group Name: ASBOG FALL 2019 
Phone Reservations:  855-242-3285 
Web Page Reservations:  http://group.embassysuites.com/ASBOGFall2019 

[Please note: you will need to copy and paste this link into your web browser to access the reservation site] 

Deadline for Reservations: October 4, 2019 

AMENITIES: Complimentary high-speed wireless Internet in each guest room. 
Complimentary breakfast buffet with made to order eggs 
Complimentary evening reception with alcoholic/nonalcoholic beverages and snacks 

PARKING: Valet: $35/night; self-parking is not available at the hotel.  The hotel recommends 50 South 
Sixth ramp, or the City Center Ramp (links below) for off-site overnight parking.  Both of 
these ramps are accessible via the adjoining skyway. 

https://parking.com/minneapolis/lot/10-south-7th-street?lot_id=10533&showListOnly=1&view=daily&sw&ne&facility&valet&general=&displayFullCity=0 

https://parking.com/minneapolis/lot/50-south-sixth-street?lot_id=19921&showListOnly=1&view=daily&sw&ne&facility&valet&general=&displayFullCity=0 

TRANSPORTATION: This area is serviced by the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport  
The hotel does not offer complimentary airport shuttle service 

Light Rail from the airport: Blue line to Warehouse/Hennepin Ave. 

Shuttle Service: https://www.supershuttle.com/ 
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  2018 General 
Assembly Update 
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Conflict of Interest /  
Travel Vouchers 
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Adjourn 
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