
Final Regulation – Regulations Governing the Practice of Pharmacy 

Change to one year  refill on S VI  

18VAC110-20-320. Refilling of Schedule I I I  through VI  prescr iptions.  

A. A prescription for a drug listed in Schedule III, IV, or V shall not be dispensed or refilled 

more than six months after the date on which such prescription was issued, and no such 

prescription authorized to be filled may be refilled more than five times.  

1. Each refilling of a prescription shall be entered on the back of the prescription or on another 

record in accordance with §54.1-3412 and 18VAC110-20-255, initialed and dated by the 

pharmacist as of the date of dispensing. If the pharmacist merely initials and dates the 

prescription, it shall be presumed that the entire quantity ordered was dispensed.  

2. The partial dispensing of a prescription for a drug listed in Schedule III, IV, or V is 

permissible, provided that:  

a. Each partial dispensing is recorded in the same manner as a refilling;  

b. The total quantity of drug dispensed in all partial dispensing does not exceed the total quantity 

prescribed; and  

c. No dispensing occurs after six months after the date on which the prescription order was 

issued.  

B. A prescription for a drug listed in Schedule VI shall be refilled only as expressly authorized 

by the practitioner. If no such authorization is given, the prescription shall not be refilled, except 

as provided in §54.1-3410 C or subdivision 4 of §54.1-3411 of the Code of Virginia.  

A prescription for a Schedule VI drug or device shall not be dispensed or refilled more than two 

years one year after the date on which it was issued, unless the prescriber specifically authorizes 

dispensing or refilling for a longer period of time not to exceed two years.  



C. As an alternative to all manual recordkeeping requirements provided for in subsections A and 

B of this section, an automated data processing system as provided in 18VAC110-20-250 may be 

used for the storage and retrieval of all or part of dispensing information for prescription drugs 

dispensed.  

D. Authorized refills of all prescription drugs may only be dispensed in reasonable conformity 

with the directions for use as indicated by the practitioner; if directions have not been provided, 

then any authorized refills may only be dispensed in reasonable conformity with the 

recommended dosage and with the exercise of sound professional judgment.  
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