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Brief Summary

Provide a brief summary (preferably no more than 2 or 3 paragraphs) of this regulatory change (i.e., new
regulation, amendments to an existing regulation, or repeal of an existing requlation). Alert the reader to
all substantive matters. If applicable, generally describe the existing regulation.

To conform regulations in 18VAC90-50 to changes in the Code of Virginia enacted by the 2020
General Assembly (HB1121), the Board has amended section 40 on requirements for initial
licensure to clarify the requirement for completion of a massage therapy educational program
that has a minimum of 500 hours of training and to specify the requirements for a foreign-trained
massage therapist, including proficiency in English.

Mandate and Impetus

Identify the mandate for this requlatory change and any other impetus that specifically prompted its
initiation (e.q., new or modified mandate, internal staff review, petition for rulemaking, periodic review, or
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board decision). “Mandate” is defined as “a directive from the General Assembly, the federal government,
or a court that requires that a regulation be promulgated, amended, or repealed in whole or part.”

The mandate for the Board of Nursing is to conform its regulations to changes made in Chapter
727 of the 2020 Acts of the Assembly.

CHAPTER 727
An Act to amend and reenact § 54.1-3029 of the Code of Virginia, relating to massage therapists; qualifications;
license.
[H 1121]
Approved April 6, 2020

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That § 54.1-3029 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
§ 54.1-3029. Qualifications for a licensed massage therapist.

A. In order to be licensed as a massage therapist, the applicant shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the Board that
the applicant:

1. Is at least 18 years old;

2. Has successfully completed-a-minimum-of-500-hours-of training-from a massage therapy educational program; that

required a minimum of 500 hours of training. The massage therapy educational program shall be certified or
approved by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia or an agency in another state, the District of Columbia,
or a United States territory that approves educational programs, notwithstanding the provisions of § 23.1-226;

3. Has passed the Licensing Examination of the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards or an examination
deemed acceptable to the Board of Nursing; and

4. Has not committed any acts or omissions that would be grounds for disciplinary action or denial of licensure as set
forth in this chapter.

B. The Board may issue a provisional license to an applicant prior to passing the Licensing Examination of the
Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards for such time and in such manner as prescribed by the Board. No more
than one provisional license shall be issued to any applicant.

C. The Board may license without examination any applicant who is licensed as a massage therapist in another state,
the District of Columbia, a United States possession or territory, or another country, and, in the opinion of the Board,

meets the requirements for licensed massage therapists in the Commonwealth.

D. An applicant who completed a massage therapy educational program in a foreign country may apply for licensure
as a massage therapist upon submission of evidence, satisfactory to the Board, that the applicant:

1. Is at least 18 years old;
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2. Has successfully completed a massage therapy educational program in a foreign country that is comparable to a
massage therapy educational program required for licensure by the Board as demonstrated by submission of
evidence of comparability and equivalency provided by an agency that evaluates credentials for persons who have
studied outside the United States;

3. Has passed a Board-approved English language proficiency examination; and

4. Has not committed any acts or omissions that would be grounds for disciplinary action or denial of licensure as set
forth in this chapter.

The Board shall issue a license to an applicant who meets the requirements in this subsection upon submission by
the applicant of evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant has completed an English version of the
Licensing Examination of the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards or a comparable examination deemed
acceptable to the Board.

Statement of Final Agency Action

Provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including: 1) the date the action was taken; 2)
the name of the agency taking the action; and 3) the title of the regulation.

On July 21, 2020, the Board of Nursing amended 18VAC90-50-10 et seq., Regulations
Governing the Licensure of Massage Therapists to conform to actions of the 2020 General
Assembly.



