
VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION 
 
St at ement  of  Fi nal  Agency Act i on:  
 
On May 15,  2002,  t he Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on adopt ed a 
f i nal  and exempt ed r egul at i on ent i t l ed “ Regul at i ons 
Per t ai ni ng t o Hor se Raci ng,  wi t h Par i - Mut uel  Wager i ng – 
Par i - Mut uel  Wager i ng”  ( 11 VAC 10- 20- 260) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expl anat i on of  Subst ant i ve Changes:  
 
The Rul es Commi t t ee,  an advi sor y commi t t ee of  t he Vi r gi ni a 
Raci ng Commi ssi on,  r evi ewed t he r egul at i ons per t ai ni ng t o 
par i - mut uel  wager i ng,  and i t  has r ecommended sever al  
amendment s t o updat e t he r egul at i ons as wel l  as br i ng t hem 
i nt o conf or mi t y wi t h cur r ent  pr act i ces.  The amendment s ar e:  
 
Sect i on 260:  
 
Any under payment  i s t o be pl aced i n an i nt er est - bear i ng 
account  and car r i ed over  t o t he same pool  at  t he next  r ace 
meet i ng of  t he same br eed.  Fur t her ,  t he wor di ng on mi ni mum 
wager s has been cl ar i f i ed.  
 
Sect i on 270:  
 
The pr ocedur e t o r equest  Commi ssi on appr oval  of  par i - mut uel  
pool s has been si mpl i f i ed and t he r equest  i s now due 30 
days,  not  90 days,  bef or e openi ng day.  
 
Sect i on 280:  
 
The r edundant  Subsect i on D has been del et ed.  
 
Sect i on 290:  
 
A val i d par i - mut uel  t i cket  i s  r equi r ed t o have t he name of  
t he t r ack wher e t he wager  i s pl aced,  and t he l i censee i s 
r equi r ed t o f i l e a wr i t t en r epor t  when a t i cket  exceedi ng 
$250 i n val ue i s cancel l ed.  
 
Sect i on 300:  
 
I n Subsect i on K,  a pr ovi s i on has been f or  t he l i censee t o 
submi t  a wr i t t en pol i cy i n r egar ds t o s i t uat i ons wher e 
commi ngl i ng of  pool s cannot  t ake pl ace due t o communi cat i on 
or  t r ansmi ssi on f ai l ur es.  
 
Sect i on 310:  
 
I n Subsect i on D,  t he l i censee has di scr et i on on cancel i ng 
t wi n t r i f ect a and super f ect a pool s wher e t her e ar e seven or  
f ewer  wager i ng i nt er est s.  
 
 
 



Sect i on 330:  
 
I n Subsect i on D,  t he t er m pr ef er r ed “ exact a”  has been 
subst i t ut ed t hr oughout  f or  t he t er m “ per f ect a. ”  
 
I n Subsect i on E,  t he l i censee i s gi ven di scr et i on t o 
uncoupl e wager i ng i nt er est s i n “ st akes,  f ut ur i t i es and 
ot her  speci al  event s. ”  
 
I n Subsect i on G,  t he pr ohi bi t i on agai nst  coupl ed ent r i es or  
mut ual  f i el ds has been del et ed i n pi ck ( n)  r aces.  
 
I n Subsect i on H,  t he pr ohi bi t i on agai nst  coupl ed ent r i es or  
mut ual  f i el ds has been del et ed i n t wi n t r i f ect a r aces.  
 
Sect i on 340:  
 
I n Subsect i on B,  t he r egul at i ons per t ai ni ng t o r ef unds have 
been si mpl i f i ed and cl ar i f i ed.  The st ewar ds ar e vest ed wi t h 
aut hor i t y t o or der  r ef unds on any hor se t hat  does not  
obt ai n a f ai r  st ar t .  
 
I n Subsect i on F,  t he hor se may r ace f or  t he pur se onl y 
whi l e r ef undi ng wager s upon t hat  hor se.  
 
I n Subsect i on H,  i n t ur f  r aces,  par i - mut uel  t i cket s may be 
r ef unded up unt i l  post  t i me when t he r ace i s swi t ched t o 
t he mai n,  di r t  sur f ace.  However ,  t hi s does not  appl y t o 
pi ck ( n)  wager s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summar y of  Publ i c Comment s and Agency’ s Response:  
 
The amendment s t o t he f i nal  and exempt  r egul at i ons wer e 
devel oped t hr ough a ser i es of  meet i ngs wi t h t he Rul es 
Commi t t ee,  an advi sor y panel  of  t he Commi ssi on.  The 
Commi t t ee i s composed of  r epr esent at i ves of  t he t wo 
l i censees as wel l  as r epr esent at i ves of  t he br eed 
associ at i ons and hor semen.  
 
A r epor t  of  t he pr ogr ess of  t he Rul es Commi t t ee was made at  
t he Apr i l  17,  2002 meet i ng of  t he Commi ssi on and t he 
amendment s wer e di scussed i n a sect i on- by- sect i on r evi ew at  
t he May 15,  2002 meet i ng of  t he Commi ssi on pr i or  t o t hei r  
adopt i on.  
 
Ther e wer e no comment s or  suggest i ons f r om t he publ i c 
concer ni ng t he amendment s dur i ng t he May 15,  2002 meet i ng 
of  t he Commi ssi on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summar y of  Regul at i on:  
 
Among t he number  of  t echni cal  amendment s t o updat e t he 
r egul at i ons per t ai ni ng t o t he t ypes of  par i - mut uel  wager i ng 
pool s,  t he Rul es Commi t t ee r ecommended and t he Vi r gi ni a 
Raci ng Commi ssi on adopt ed t wo subst ant i al  changes.  Fi r st ,  
any under payment  wi l l  be pl aced i n an i nt er est - bear i ng 
account  and car r i ed over  t o t he next  r ace meet i ng of  t he 
same br eed.  Second,  t he pr ovi s i ons f or  handl i ng s i t uat i ons,  
wher e commi ngl i ng cannot  pl ace i n s i mul cast  hor se r aci ng,  
i s set  f or t h wi t h di scr et i on gi ven t o t he l i censee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St at ement  of  Basi s,  Pur pose,  Subst ance and I ssues:  
 
Basi s:  The Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on der i ves i t s st at ut or y 
aut hor i t y t o pr omul gat e r egul at i ons f r om t he pr ovi s i ons of  
§59. 1- 369 of  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a.  The Code st at es,  i n par t  
i n subdi v i s i on 3,  “ The Commi ssi on shal l  pr omul gat e 
r egul at i ons and condi t i ons under  whi ch hor se r aci ng wi t h 
par i - mut uel  wager i ng shal l  be conduct ed i n t he 
Commonweal t h,  and al l  such ot her  r egul at i ons i t  deems 
necessar y and appr opr i at e t o ef f ect  t he pur poses of  t hi s 
chapt er . ”  Fur t her ,  t he commi ssi on r egul at or y act i on 
r el at i ng t o t he t ypes of  par i - mut uel  wager i ng pool s i s 
exempt ed under  t he pr ovi s i ons of  §2. 2- 4002 ( B)  ( 22)  of  t he 
Vi r gi ni a Admi ni st r at i ve Pr ocess Act .  
 
Pur pose:  The commi ssi on r el i es heavi l y upon i t s speci al  
advi sor y panel —t he Rul es Commi t t ee—t o advi se i t  on mat t er s 
per t ai ni ng t o al l  aspect s of  hor se r aci ng and par i - mut uel  
wager i ng.  The commi t t ee r epr esent s t he wi dest  possi bl e 
spect r um of  i nt er est s wi t hi n t he hor se r aci ng and br eedi ng 
communi t y wi t hi n t he Commonweal t h.  The commi t t ee i s char ged 
wi t h t he r esponsi bi l i t y  of  keepi ng t he commi ssi on and i t s 
st af f  abr east  of  t he l at est  devel opment s i n t he spor t  and 
i n t he Mi d- At l ant i c Regi on.  The r ecommendat i ons of  t he 
commi t t ee,  whi ch have been adopt ed by t he commi ssi on,  wi l l  
enhance t he publ i c ’ s heal t h,  saf et y and especi al l y t he 
wel f ar e of  t he hor se r aci ng i n Vi r gi ni a.  
 
Subst ance:  The Rul es Commi t t ee r ecommended and t he Vi r gi ni a 
Raci ng Commi ssi on adopt ed sever al  mi nor  amendment s t o br i ng 
t he r egul at i ons per t ai ni ng t o par i - mut uel  wager i ng i nt o 
conf or mi t y wi t h cur r ent  i ndust r y st andar ds.  However ,  t her e 
ar e t wo f ai r l y subst ant i al  amendment s.  Fi r st ,  t he amendment  
r equi r i ng t hat  any under payment  be car r i ed over  t o t he next  
r ace meet i ng of  t he same r at her  t han bei ng deposi t ed wi t h 
t he Commonweal t h.  Second,  t he amendment  speci f y i ng t he 
pr ocedur es t o be f ol l owed when commi ngl i ng pool s i n 
s i mul cast  hor se r aci ng cannot  t ake pl ace t o a f ai l ur e i n 
communi cat i ons.  
 
I ssues:  The amendment s t o t hese r egul at i ons r epr esent  
r easonabl e r ef i nement s t o ensur e t hat  hor se r aci ng i n 
Vi r gi ni a wi l l  be f r ee f r om any cor r upt ,  i ncompet ent ,  
di shonest  or  unpr i nci pl ed pr act i ces.  The i nput  f r om t he t wo 
l i censees was cr i t i cal  i n t he r evi s i on of  t hese 
r egul at i ons.  
 



I mpact  Upon Fami l i es:  The r egul at i ons wi l l  have no i mpact  
upon f ami l i es i n t he Commonweal t h.  
 


