
Virginia Health Commissioner’s Pertussis Prevention Task Force 
Minutes 

January 10, 2012, 9:00 a.m. 
109 Governor Street, Mezzanine Conference Room 

Richmond, Virginia 

 The Health Commissioner’s Pertussis Prevention Task Force (HCPPTF) will discuss and develop 
pertussis prevention strategies and initiatives that will protect those most vulnerable to the spread of pertussis in 
Virginia.  Recommendations are to be issued in a formal plan that addresses, at a minimum, the following areas:  
Public and private clinician outreach and education; targeted new parents/families and community vaccination 
campaigns; health care sector systems changes; and innovative models for vaccine delivery. 

Members Present 
Chris Bailey (Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association) Dr. Bill Moskowitz (Amer Academy of Ped) 
Dr. Shawn Borich (VA College of Emergency Physicians) Tim Musselman (Virginia Pharmacists Association) 
Lauren Bull (ACEP-AAP) Dr. Holly Puritz (American Congress of OBs/GYNs) 
Michelle Charters (Project Immunize Virginia) Dr. Molly O’Dell (VDH-SW Region) 
Dr. Maureen Dempsey (VDH-Chief Deputy, Public Health) Dr. Karen Remley (VDH-Commissioner) 
Rebecca Early (VDH-Immunization) Jeniece Roane (Virginia Nurses Association) 
Jim Farrell (VDH-Immunization) Dr. Jay Schukman (Anthem BC/BS) 
Dr. Laurie Forlano (VDH-Deputy State Epidemiologist) Laura Lee Viergever (VA Association of Health Plans) 
Dr. Heidi Kulberg (VDH-Chesapeake HD) Dr. Sandra Zieve (Patient First) 

 

Observers Present 
Heather Crouch (GlaxoSmithKline)   Ellen Shannon (Sanofi Pasteur)  

 

Unable to Attend 
proxy for  Dr. Steve Arnold (VA Assn of Health Plans) Dr. Demetria Lindsay (VDH-Norfolk HD) 
Dr. Michael Ashby (Martha Jefferson Hospital) Rebecca Mendoza (DMAS)  
Dr. William Berg (VDH, Hampton HD)  Gwen Messler Harry (VACEP) left message 
Dr. Charles Devine (VDH-North Region) Lisa Park (VDH-Healthcare Reimbursements) 
Doug Gray (VA Association of Health Plans) Sandra Sommer (VDH-Immunization) 
Dr. Parham Jaberi (VDH-Central Region)  Jodi Wakeham (VDH-Public Health Nursing) 
Jeff Lake (VDH-Deputy Commissioner, CHS) Dr. Nancy Welch (VDH-East Region) 
Dr. Donald Lewis (Eastern VA Medical School)  

 

Welcome—Forlano 

Data Update—Farrell 

 Correction to data reported in November:   

— Special project Tdap vaccine shipped to local health departments (LHDs): 

– Doses  distributed = 24,3000 

– Doses administered = 9,209 (as of 1/4/2012) 

– Remaining inventory = 15,091 doses in the field and 19,600 doses available at Richmond 
Central Pharmacy 

– Total doses available = 34,691 
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o Utilization rate = ~2,100/month (16 months to utilize all doses); districts have already 
administered 29,670 doses before this initiative (people 15-64 years of age) under 
ARRA for fiscal year 2010. 

– Registry doses reported (public and private reporting to VIIS)—12/10 to 12/11 shows an 
increase of 15%. 

 Morbidity: 

— As of 12/31/11, reported Pertussis cases were 3,072 with more pending. 

— 384 cases reported last year: 

– Did not see the predictable decline. 

– Mirrors national numbers (29% decrease of cases reported).  VDH does not have the 
regional data but will provide it later.  California’s stabilization of its large outbreak 
attributed to the drop.  In addition, once a region reports, typically you tend to see more 
reporting activity follow. 

– Virginia still has a significant amount of Pertussis occurring; 4 infants hospitalized with 
Pertussis were reported first week of January2012. 

– Overall, we are moving in the right direction. 

Early—Update on Collaboration with Free Clinics 

 Contact made through the Virginia Association of Free Clinics (Linda Wilkinson, Director). 

 Information on available Tdap doses was sent to 55 free clinics: 

— 20 expressed interest (Some don’t give vaccines and others already had the vaccine.). 

 18 clinics placed orders totaling 2, 230 doses (as of 1/9/12). 

— They were asked to report monthly doses, preferably through VIIS, immunization registry, or 
faxed orders. 

— VDH will follow up with a call if not reported on VIIS. 

 Dr. Remley discussed the importance of also reaching out to private schools and volunteers at the 
free clinics.  

Early—Website Status 

 http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/Immunization/Pertussis/index.htm 

 Rolling banners on Pertussis positioned on VDH front web page. 

 Insurance information is important and practical.  

 If interested, VDH can add additional CMEs. 

Forlano— Summary of Task Force Accomplishments to Date/Recommendations 

 AAFP member magazine will be publishing the jointly signed letter about Tdap. 

 Chris Bailey informed the group that the physician executive forum meeting, which will include 
discussion on an update to immunization policy, was to be rescheduled.  He will ensure VDH is 
notified of new date. 
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— Dr. Remley reported an impressive response from the letter to teachers—58 emails from 
teachers requesting more information.   

– Dr. Remley encouraged the group to think about:  1) how to take the data from VIIS to 
help share the success story and to challenge the public to go forward; 2) emphasizing the 
need for continuous quality improvement; and 3) what kind of data clinicians would want 
to share visually.   

Forlano—Immunization Advisory Committee (Concept Discussion) 

 Dr. Forlano presented the concept of forming and Immunization Advisory Committee.  It would 
be a follow-on group to the Pertussis Prevention Task Force with the intention of helping all 
involved stay connected to what is happening in the health care arena on this topic. 

— Members would tend to be clinicians (pediatricians, OB/GYN), insurers, associations. 

— Drs. Remley and Dempsey have approved the concept. 

— Members of this task force would be a good starting base with a staggered membership over 
a specified time frame. 

— It is anticipated the committee would meet quarterly. 

 It was confirmed that the purpose also was to develop consensus, discuss what others are 
observing, and focusing down to policy level. 

 Dr. Remley posed the question how do we work together with the data to transform it into 
information to share ultimately with the purpose of reducing the number of vaccine preventable 
diseases.  She noted there has not been a united front around this issue and that an advisory 
committee would present knowledge/expertise from leaders in relative professional areas. 

 Mirroring of vaccination practices or reporting?  What do hospitals really want to know?  What 
are the differences in organizations and what they want to know?  Dr. Remley emphasized the 
importance of presenting a unified message, which is the advantage of having a committee. 

Forlano—Meeting Close/Next Steps: 

 The following will be finalized and distributed before the April meeting: 

1. FAQs document (may ask for help from task force members). 
2. Website—please share with colleagues and others. 
3. Draft of accomplishments and recommendations. 

 Dr. Puritz provided the following update—Optima initially was adverse to OB/GYNs being 
covered to give Tdap, but recently changed (December) determination; physicians do get 
reimbursed for each vaccine. 

— Dr. Zieve noted insurance and Medicare are not paying for vaccinations for 7-10 year olds.  It 
was suggested that examples be provided to VA Association of Health Plans and shared with 
Jim Farrell.   

— It was noted that Medicare has committed to addressing reimbursement.   

 Dr. Forlano asked that anyone having something to add to the accomplishments, to please email 
them to her. 

Adjournment—Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:45 a.m. 


