Virginia Department of Socid Services October 8, 1999
Proposed Regulation 22 VAC 40-250

Agency Placement Adoptions- AREVA

22 VAC 40-250-10. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shdl have the following meaning, unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Adoption" meansalega processin which aperson'srightsand dutiestoward birth parents are terminated
and amilar rights and duties are etablished with anew family.

"Adoptive placement plan” means awritten plan for finding a permanent adoptive placement for a child.
"Agency" means aloca Department of Public Wefare or Socia Services.

"Agency placement adoption” means an adoption in which a child is placed in an adoptive home by an
agency or child-placing agency which has custody of the child.

"AREVA" meansthe Adoption Resource Exchange of Virginiawhich maintainsaregistry and photo-liding
of children and families waiting for adoption.

"Child" means any person under 18 years of age.

"Child placing agency" means any agency licensed to place children in foster homes or adoptive homes.
"Child with specid needs' means any child in the custody of an agency or child placing agency who:

A. legaly-freeforadoption-and The date has determined the child isunlikely to return home because

of termination of parentd rights;

that make the child hard to place including:
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1. Physicd, mentd, or emotiond condition existing prior to adoption;

2. Hereditary tendency, congenital problem or birth injury leading to substantia risk of future
dissbility;

3. Individua circumstances of the child related to age, racid or ethnic background or close
relaionship with one or more siblings or foster parents.

C. Has had reasonable efforts made to place the child for adoption without subsdy.
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22 VAC 40-250-20. The Adoption Resour ce Exchange of Virginia.

The purpose of AREVA isto increase opportunities for children to be adopted by providing servicesto
agencies having custody of these children.
A. Savices provided by AREVA shdl include:
1. Mantaining aregistry of children awaiting adoption and aregistry of goproved families waiting
for adoption;
2. Preparing and digtributing a photo-listing of specia needs children awaiting adoption and a
photo-liging of families awaiting specid needs children;
3. Providing information and referra servicesfor children who have specid needsto link agencies
with other adoption resources,
4. Providing on-going recruitment for waiting children;
5. Providing consultation and technica ass anceto agenciesin finding adoptivefamiliesfor waiting
children; and
6. Monitoring agency compliance with:

a Legd requirements for adoption; and

b. State board policy on registering children and families-and-.

B. Regidration requirements.

1. Regidration of children.
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a All children shdl be registered with AREVA within-30 60 days of termination of parenta

rightsif:
(1) Thegod isadoption;
(2) The child islegdly free for adoption;
(3) The agency has the authority to place for adoption; and
(4) Adoptive placement has not occurred.
b. A copy of the-planferadoptiveplacement-and the court commitment or permanent
entrustment agreements shd| be submitted by the agency with the child'sregistration forms.
2. Regidraion of families
a Approved families shdl be registered within 30 60 days after the date of approvad if they are
expressng interest in adopting children who are:

(1) Shyearsof-age-and-over; Eight years of age or over;

(2) Members of shling groups ready for placement at the same time;

(3) Physcaly, mentaly, or emotionaly disabled; or

(4) Black, hiracid, or members of other minority races, who arethreeyears of age or older.

b. Approved families expressing interest in adopting healthy white children up to the age of sx
may be registered with AREV A upon request of the family.

C. Photo-listing procedures.
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1. Loca agencies may request a 60-day deferment from the photo-ligting for children and families

when:

a A family has been identified, including foster parents, and placement is pending;

b. Thechild or family shdl be featured in the photo- listing the morth following expiration of the
deferment period, unless an adoptive home placement agreement has been signed.

2. An additiona 30 day deferment may be granted once at the discretion of AREV A aff.

b- 3. AREVA g&ff shal make the determination about which children and familiesto featureinthe
photo-ligting. The decision will be based on the needs of waiting children and on the types of
families waiting for placement.

D. Agency responghilities.
1. The agency shdl be responsible for loca recruitment of prospective adoptive families.
2. The agency regigering the child or family shdl inform AREVA immediady of:

a Changesin the satus of the child or family;

b. Placements for adoptive purposes,

¢. Withdrawads of the child or family from AREVA.

3. The agency shdl provide families selected for aparticular child with full factua informetion that the
agency hason the child and the child's birth family, except that which would reved the identity of the

childs birth family. The information provided shdl include complete medicad and psychologica

reports.
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4. The agency shdl explore with the family sdlected for aparticular child the family's &bility to fully or

partidly meet financid cogdsrelated to any specid needs the child may have. If it isdetermined that
the child has specid needsandisdigiblefor subsdy, the agency shal inform the adoptive parents of
the child's digibility for subsidy.

5. The agency shdl obtain the consent of the Commissioner of Socid Services prior to placing achild
out of state.

E. Resource utilization. When indicated, AREVA shdl consult with the agency regarding the need to
explore additional resources.
1. AREVA gaff may recommend referrd of achild to a specidized adoption agency.

2. AREVA gaff shdl routindly register a child with the nationd adoption exchange after-the-ehtd-has

been-nthe pheoto-listingfor-60-days upon regigration with AREVA, unless aplacement is pending.

3. AREVA shall be responsible for statewide recruitment of prospective adoptive families.

4. AREV A will automeatically feature children on the sate=s dectronic exchange sysem. AREV A saff

shdl makethe determination about which children and familiesto feature. Thedecisonwill bebased

on the needs of waiting children and on the types of families waiting for placement.

5. AREVA gaff will monitor OASIS to identify children overdue for registration.




