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Geothermal Well Permit Regulations and Amendments to Private Well Regulations
Dear Dr. Rémley:

I have reviewed the proposed Express Geothermal Wells Permits Regulation, 12 VAC 5-630-271, and
the amendments to the Water System Yields for Residential Use Wells Regulation, 12 VAC 5-630-460. The
Geothermal Wells Permit Regulation is being promulgated due to changes in Virginia Code §32.1-176.4(C)
which requires the Board to adopt regulations that provide for the issuance of an “express geothermal permit.”
The amendment to the Water System Yields Regulation is necessary to conform to changes in Virginia Code §
32.1-176.4 which requires the Board, in developing regulations, to consider minimum storage and yield
requirements for residential drinking water wells and further requires the well driller to certify that the
requirements are met. .

It is my view that the Board of Health has legal authority to promulgate the subj'ect regulation and
amendments to the regulations pursuant to Code of Virginia § 32.1-176.4. If I may be of any further assistance to

you relating to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kerri L. Nicholas _
Assistant Attorney General



