
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
ROBERT B. smoUBE, M.D •• M.P.H. 

STATE HEALTH COMMISSIONER 

Memorandum 

Department of Health 
P. 0 . BOX 2448 

RICHMOND. VA 23218 
May 17, 1994 

TO: District Directors 

GMP #47 

FROM: 

Environmental Health Managers 
Environmental Health Supervisors 
Environmental Health Speciali~ JJlilr 

1 
_ l 

Donald J. Alexander, Director CT~~~ 1\~ 
Division of Onsite Sewage and Water Services 

SUBJECT: Discharging Sewage Treatment Systems Not Registered 
Under the VPDES General Permit Operating Without A 
current Individual VPDES Permit 
Discharge - Permits - Enforcement 

After the adoption of the Alternative Discharging Sewaae 
Treatment System Regulations for Individual Single Family 
Dwellings, certain implementation and enforcement issues were 
identified by several local health departments. A Discharge Task 
Force was created to address those issues. This GMP is a result 
of the task force's efforts. 

Section 1.3, "Scope of the Regulations", of the Alternative 
Discharging sewage Treatment Regulations for Single Family 
Dwellings limits the application of these regulations to systems 
and owners having Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ} 
approved registration statements under the VPDES General Permit. 

Local health departments may or may not be aware of 
discharge systems in operation that do not have a valid operation 
permit or certificate to Operate (CTO) under the VPDES programs 
administered by the Department of Health (VDH) and DEQ due to the 
failure of the owners to secure an individual VPDES permit or to 
register under the General Permit. If the local health 
department becomes aware of such a system through a complaint or 
other normal activities, the property owners shall be notified by 
certified mail that a permit is required under § 32.1-164 of the 
Code of Virginia and ·s 1.8 of the sewage Handling and Disposal 
Regulations. The local health department shall also inform them 
of what actions are necessary on the part of the owners to obtain 
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the proper permit. A copy of all correspondence shall be sent to 
the appropriate regional DEQ-Water Division office. 

If within a reasonable length of time the system owners do 
not obtain the required permit, a notice of violation letter 
shall be sent to the system owners informing them that operation 
of a discharge system without a permit is a violation of § 32.1-
164 of the Code of Virginia and § 1.8 of the Sewage Handling and 
Disposal Regulations and that failure to obtain a permit may 
result in VDH taking enforcement action against them. If within 
a reasonable length of time the system owners still do not obtain 
the required permit, the local health department should then take 
appropriate enforcement action. 

pc: Office of Environmental Health Services 
Cal M. Sawyer, Ph.D. 
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POlyethylene Septic and Water Stc:mlg~ · · 
Tanks from Norwesco. Engineered for 

easy installation and long life. 

SEPTIC TANKS 
For septic system replacement and new home con­
struction, NORWESCO'S polyethylene septic tanks 
are designed for both durability and quick, easy instal­
lation. Any NORWESCO septic tank can be transport­
ed to the job in a pickup truck and carried by two men. 

All NORWESCO septic tanks come equipped with 
self-locking manhole covers and detailed installation 
procedures. Manhole extensions, sanitary tees. neo­
prene pipe gaskets (to assure watertight connections 
at the inlet and outlet) and risers are available as 
options to bring the tank to the proper local code 
specifications. 

Because polyethylene is unaffected by soil chemi­
cals and by the chemicals and gases present in 
sewage, a NORWESCO septic tank will not rust or 
corrode and requires no protection as other tanks do. 

Laboratory tested and proven in the field, 
NORWESCO septic tanks are backed by a three year 
warranty. 
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LID AND 
RISER 

WATER STORAGE TANKS 
NORWESCO'S polyethylene water storage tanks are 
ideal for instances when drinking water must be hauled 
in or if a wen doesn't meet consumption needs. Made of 
1 00".4 virgin resin listed by the FDA for potable water 
storage, our water tanks contain no colorants. Our 
below ground cisterns feature the same rugged. ribbed 
design found in our septic tanks. All are effiCiently 
lightweight for easy transport and installation. 

All NORWESCO potable water storage tanks fea­
ture self-locking covers. Above ground tanks feature 
tiiHiown slots, built-in gallonage indicators. siphon 
tube, offset fill-well and self vented, slosh-proof lids. 
Bulk head fittings are available in a full range of sizes 
to help adapt water storage tanks to suit specific appli­
cations_ 

NORWESCO has a full range of above and below 
ground potable water storage tanks for virtually any 
application. Campgrounds. resorts, residential or 
vacation homes, construction sites or industrial -
NORWESCO has a tank to meet your dnnking water 
storage needs . 

Fittings 
. . 

HOLE SIZE ·-=~;£?~-. . ... .-
-BULK-HEAO·FtmNGS REQUIRED ITEM NO. 

- " \ ~#01 - . 

3/4" Double threaded 1 1/2" 60401 
polypropylene fitting 

1" Double threaded 2 1/4" 60427 
polypropylene fit1ing 

1 1/4" Double threaded 2 1!8" 60403 
polypropylene fitting 

1 1/2" Double threaded 3" 60124 
polypropylene fitting -
2" Heavy duly polypropylene 3 1 '4" 60337 
fitting with siphon tube 

3" Double threaded poly-
propylene fitting with 2" reducer 4 3.4" 60339 

DESCRIPTION ITEM NO. 

Manhole extension { 15" H x 20" D) 60345 
Lid & riser combination (20" lid w/8" riser p1pe) 60346 

Manhole exlens•on (12" H x 24" D) 60069 
Lid & nser comb•nallon (24 • hd w/8" rose: o oe) 60 l i 2 

20· Sepilc ana CIStern tank ilo 



Two Manhole 
Configuration 

Single Manhole 
Configuration 

Excavation 
Maximum back fill cover {A) 30" 
Minimum backfill .cover (A) 6" ·· 
-Maximum sidewaJVend wall allowance (B) 12•124• 
Bedding (C) 
Bedding should be a well COI11)8cted sand/gravel mix­
ture: &• minimum in son tenaln, 1 ~ minimum in rock 
tenain . 

Tee & Gasket Installation 
A. Install neoprene gasket into preformed hub area. 
B. Install plpe thru gasket and make connection to 

4• ~tee. Solvent ~ld cement is 
reciOmmended for making connections. 

C. Tees should be located directly under Inspection 
· ports/manhole opening. 

NOTE: It Is recommended that you check with your 
local sanitarian for lnfonnation regarding tee exten­
sions, etc. 

Backfilling Exterior 
A. Pre-Install cover and/or manhole extension and 

cover before backfilling. 
B. Backfill with 12" maximum layers of sand/gravel 

mixture. It is important that layers be well 
compacted. Always compact ends first. 

C. All tank with water In equal proportion to backfill. 
D. Be certain to compact backfill under inlet and 

outlet pipe. 

Backfilling the Top 
A. When the septic tank is filled with water, backfill 

to the surrounding level. 

Generaf Notes; 
1. Do not use a Norwesco septic tank for drinking 

water. 
2. Always refill the tank with water following periodic 

septic pumping. 
3. Do not install across path of vehicles or heavy 

equipment. 
4. Do not install this tank in excessive high water table 

areas. 
5. A Norwesco septic tank is designed for use as an 

underground tank only. Norwesco septic tanks (withe 
exception of the 300 gal. model) cannot be used as a 
holding tank or pump chamber. 

Failure to comply with Norwesco's installation proce· 
vures ana genera1 notes w1 1 vo d warranty. 

------- -· ·- ----- - - · . 



Norwesco's fleet of trucks deliver via 
F0£3 pomts 
s• 8n'1·1aCHIS ,,~N Umcastcr OH 

.. --~ 
r. f r~ '·!d 

,.. - Manufacturing Facilities; 
FOB Points 

e -- FOB Points 

nDRUJESCO 
4Jl>~ Stenu;:r Street · St t30ntlac tu::.. ;,1·.; :-:..._., ; :, 

(612)446·1945 - FAX (800) 874-2371 



Two Manhole 
Configuration 

Single Manhole 
Configuration 

Excavation 
Maximum back fill cover (A) ao· 
Minimum backfill .oover (A) 6" ·· 
·Maximum sidewaJVend wall allowance (B) 12"J24• 
Beddlng(C) 
Bedding should be a well compacted sand/gravel mix­
ture: fr rriinlmum in son tenaln, 1 ~ minimum in rock 
terrain 

Tee & Gasket Installation 
A. Install neoprene gasket into preformed hub area 
B. Install pipe thru gasket and make connection to 

4• ~tee. Solvent weld cement is 
reearnrnended for making Connections. 

C. Tees should be located directly under inspection 
· ports/manhole opening. 

NOTE: It is recommended that you check with your 
local sanitarian for Information regarding tee exten­
sions, etc. 

Backfilling Exterior 
A. Pre-install cover and/or manhole extension and 

cover before backfilling. 
B. Backfill with 12" maximum layers of sand/gravel 

mixture. It is important that layers be well 
compacted. Always compact ends first. 

C. All tank with water in equal proportion to backfill. 
D. Be certain to compact backfill under inlet and 

outlet pipe. 

Backfilling the Top 
A. When the septic tank is filled with water, backfill 

to the surrounding level. 

General Notes; 
1. Do not use a Norwesco septic tank for drinking 

water. 
2. Always refill the tank with water following periodic 

septic pumping. 
3. Do not install across path of vehicles or heavy 

equipment. 
4. Do not install this tank in excessive high water table 

areas. 
5. A Norwesco septic tank is designed for use as an 

underground tank only. Norwesco septic tanks (withe 
exception of the 300 gal. model) cannot be used as a 
holding tank or pump chamber. 

Failure to comply with Norwesco's installation proce· 
uures ana genera1nores w1/l vo1d warranty 
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Dimensional Data 

GAU.ON 
CAPACITY 

300 

500 

750 

TANK 
AVAILABILITY 
· LOC4mON 

A 

HEIGHT 

51' 

42 

BC O.E se· 

' , ...... 
WIOTH ·. :--· .L£NGTH 

54" Diameter 

52" 
'---- ·-- ----·- -· ----------·--------

1000 ac_r: 66" 52" 

;ooo· 102' 

1250' ;.. 56 55' 116" 
---·-

1500' 66' 55" 143" 

HEIGHT HEIGHT 
TO TO UOUIO 

INLET OUTLET LEVEL 

45" 43" 4 ' 

·---- ·- - · 
36 33 -
52 48 --

60 52 --

:-, ~ ~~ ---

57 

Tank Availabi1ity Location Key: A All. 8 ~- 51 Bomtac•us. MN. C tancas1e1. OH 0 Lm•on Ctl\o' iN E Shawll•:•· :·· ... F 
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•rlo!'m~t•Ot' O"l 2 CQmn;Jf\r~lenl cor,1rnurahon~ 

t-'h::~ase I~Olt::: . t<stlk avcuaitOuny onu uu 11ctt:=.,vr•::, ... "t ..... , ........... . ... -; .. 

your Norwesco distributor for specific details. 
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