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I. Background 

 
Senate Bill 657, as passed by the General Assembly, requires the Board for 
Waterworks and Wastewater Works and Onsite Sewage System Professionals (Board) 
to extend interim alternative onsite sewage system installers licenses in specific 
circumstances. The bill as approved by both the House and the Senate reads as 
follows: 

 
“That the Board for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite 
Sewage System Professionals shall extend one time and deem to be valid an 
interim license as an alternative onsite sewage system installer issued in 
accordance with regulations of the Board to any person who holds a valid interim 
license at such time as such person applies to take the examination required for 
issuance of an alternative onsite sewage system installer license in accordance 
with the requirements of § 54.1-2301, as it is currently effective and as it shall 
become effective, of the Code of Virginia and regulations of the Board. An interim 
license extended in accordance with the provisions of this act shall be valid until 
such time as the licensee receives a passing score on the examination required 
for issuance of a license or for a period of six months, whichever occurs sooner.” 

 
The bill became effective on April 23, 2014.  

  



II. Policy 
 
To ensure consistency in the application of the above referenced statute, the Board adopts 
the following procedures regarding applicants applying pursuant to SB 657. 
 
For the purposes of this guidance document, an “applicant” is a currently licensed interim 
alternative onsite sewage system installer who has submitted an Onsite Sewage System 
Installer License Application for the alternative onsite sewage system installer 
examination and is seeking an extension pursuant to SB 657. 
 

Board staff shall follow the below procedures: 
 

1.  A one-time, six-month extension will only be granted to an applicant who submits 
a completed application to the Board and has a current interim alternative 
onsite sewage system installer license at the time of receipt of a completed 
application. 
a. A “completed application” means the Board-approved application form, 

applicable fees, experience and training that meets the minimum 
requirements of the Board’s regulations and as documented on Board- 
approved forms, continuing professional education (CPE) pursuant to 
18VAC 160-20-109 of the Board’s regulations, and any other information 
necessary to demonstrate compliance with the Board’s regulations. 

2.  An application received by the Board pursuant to SB 657 that is not complete, 
prior to the expiration of the interim alternative onsite sewage system installer 
license, or that is received after the expiration date of the applicant’s interim 
alternative onsite sewage system installer license, shall not be eligible for the 
six month extension; however, the application will be reviewed for exam 
eligibility in accordance with the Board’s regulations. 

3.  Upon approval of the application submitted pursuant to SB 657, an updated 
license card will be issued that reflects a new expiration date that is six 
months from the original interim alternative onsite sewage system installer 
license expiration date. 

4.  An applicant that does not pass the examination within the six-month extension 
period is not eligible for another six-month extension and cannot lawfully 
continue performing the duties of an alternative onsite sewage system 
installer without a license.  However, the applicant may continue attempting 
to pass the examination up to one year from application approval without 
having to submit a new application and fee. 

5. Applicants who require an Informal Fact Finding Conference (IFFC) shall receive 
the six-month extension and updated licensure card prior to receiving a final 
decision from the Board regarding the IFFC. Exam approval is subject to the 
Board’s final decision regarding the IFFC.  


