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Wilderness Road State Park 
2009 Master Plan Amendment 

 
(Amendment was adopted on April 28, 2009 and this plan is scheduled for updating in 
March 2013.  At that time new cost estimates for phased development and 
staffing/operations will be developed.) 
 
The master plan for Wilderness Road State Park was adopted on December 14, 1998, by 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Director David G. Brickley and 
Secretary of Natural Resources John Paul Woodley, Jr.  A Master Plan Amendment was 
approved on March 22, 2002, by Acting DCR Director Leon E. App.  Since 2002, many 
elements of the original Master Plan have been developed, including the following: 
 

•  Karlan Mansion and garden renovation 
     •  Access road and parking areas 
 •  Ranger residence 
 •  Visitor center and parking 
 •  Pioneer village demonstration area 
 •  Historic Martin’s Station 
 •  Maintenance area construction 
 •  Comfort station in day-use area. 
 •  Playground 
  •  Lester Serva and Oliver Lee Cabins 

•  Group camp 
•  11 miles of the Wilderness Road Trail. 

 
In revisiting the master plan with State Park staff during the five-year review, it was 
apparent that some changes to the master plan need to be made.  However, we are 
currently in the process of acquiring an adjacent property that will expand the park’s 
capacity to meet identified needs.  Until such time as the new property is acquired and a 
detailed site analysis can be undertaken, we recommend that the current master plan be 
adopted as shown in its updated format.   
 
After the land acquisition has been completed, a new plan will be developed. 
  
The Board of Conservation and Recreation recommended adoption of these amendments 
at their meeting on April 28, 2009.  Based on the requirements of §10.1-200.1 et seq., 
these proposed amendments are approved and made part of the Master Plan for 
Wilderness Road State Park.   
 
 
 
 
 
___________/S/______________________                  ______June 10, 2009_________ 
Joseph H. Maroon, Director                                                             Date 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 



 
 

Wilderness Road State Park 
Master Plan Amendment 

March 18, 2002 
 
The original master plan for Wilderness Road State Park was approved by Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Director David G. Brickley on December 14, 1998.  
Since the adoption of the plan in 1998, circumstances, experience, and subsequent 
recommendations from the park staff and local historians have made it advisable to 
relocate some planned facilities.  Because of design considerations, the park entrance 
road and main parking lot were actually built approximately 500-600 feet north of the 
originally planned location.  This necessitated adjustment of the site of the planned 
pioneer village.  Suggestions were made to relocate the site of the future maintenance 
area nearer the Wilderness Road Trail and out of the viewshed of the historic interpretive 
area around the fort.  It was suggested that two picnic shelters also be relocated in order 
to remove them from the immediate area around the planned pioneer fort.   
 
Additionally, the original master plan called for a small visitor center on the same 
location as a barn behind the Karlan Mansion.  As the historic role of the park has 
increased, the role of the visitor center has become more important to the region as a 
whole.  The staff recommended that the location of the planned visitor center be shifted 
to a site about 400–500 feet southwest of the mansion in order to better serve area 
travelers and visitors interested in the pioneer fort and other historic interpretive 
offerings. 
 
On March 13, 2002, a public meeting was held at 7 p.m. at Wilderness Road State Park 
for the purpose of discussing the merits of changing the siting of the above facilities as it 
was described in the original, adopted master plan.  At the meeting, DCR staff detailed 
the proposed relocation of these facilities.  The park manager, Mr. Don Harris, also made 
a presentation about the increasing significance of the planned historic interpretive areas 
and the critical role that the planned Martin’s Station Fort will play in telling the story of 
the pioneers who settled the western frontier of 1775.  He also described plans for a 
reenactment of an Indian raid on Martin’s Station and reviewed details of the park’s 
historic setting. 
 
After a period of discussion and a number of questions, those present unanimously agreed 
that the mission of the park would be better served by the proposed relocation of the 
above-mentioned facilities.  Based on the outcome of this public meeting, the DCR Staff 
recommends that the Master Plan be amended to address the relocation of the following 
park facilities: 
 

• Show the access road and parking area as it was built by the Virginia 
Department of Tranportation (VDOT) with Recreation Access Road Funds in 
1998, approximately 500-600 feet north of the proposed location. 



• Relocate the proposed pioneer village about 700 feet southwest of the original 
location. 

• Relocate the maintenance area to the southeast side of Cave Hill, nearer the  
Wilderness Road Trail and the Karlan Mansion, but screened from the trail, 
the mansion, and the planned Martin’s Station Fort. 

• Relocate two picnic shelters and associated parking areas to a field northeast 
of the unnamed creek near the location of Martin’s Station.  

• Relocate and expand the planned visitor center from behind the Karlan 
Mansion to a field adjacent to the main entrance road about 400-500 feet 
southwest of the original site. 

 
Based on the requirements of § 10.1−200.1, et. seq., these proposed amendments are 
approved and made part of the Master Plan for Wilderness Road State Park, which was 
approved by David G. Brickley, DCR Director, on December 14, 1998. 
 
 
__________/S/__________________                                    __March 22, 2002____ 
Leon E. App, Acting Director                                                         Date 
Department of Conservation and Recreation  



  
 

WILDERNESS ROAD STATE PARK MASTER PLAN 
 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Adopted December 14, 1998 by DCR Director, David G. Brickley. 
 
Wilderness Road State Park is located in the southwestern section of Lee County.  The 
property is adjacent to Route 58 and is about 9 miles from the Virginia-Tennessee-
Kentucky border.  The site consists of approximately 189 acres of rolling, mostly open 
land.  There are two woodlots with stands of cedars and mixed hardwoods.  The main 
house, called Karlan, dates to the mid 1870s.  Due to modifications in the '40s or '50s, the 
structure is ineligible for inclusion in the Virginia Register of Historic Places; however, it 
is recognized as being regionally significant.  Two residences, a barn, stable, and 
miscellaneous outbuildings are also located on the site.  The property was acquired in 
1993, using funds from the Parks and Recreational Facilities Bond Act of 1992. 
 
Wilderness Road State Park will be developed and operated as a day-use park -- offering 
trails, picnicking, interpretive exhibits, a playground, and related facilities.  The story of 
the westward expansion to the "wilderness" will be interpreted, along with the cultural, 
historical, and natural resources of the Cumberland Mountain Region, fabled in Daniel 
Boone's explorations. 
 
Wilderness Road State Park will be one component of a regional complex of facilities, 
including federal, state, local, and private resources.  These units will include the State 
Park, The Wilderness Road Trail, and Cumberland Gap National Historic Park, as well as 
facilities in neighboring Tennessee and Kentucky.  The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) and Lee County are cooperating to build the Wilderness Road 
Rail-Trail on the abandoned railroad that crosses the Karlan property.  Efforts are 
underway to transfer the trail from VDOT to the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) to become a part of Wilderness Road State Park.  This action would 
lead to a partnership among VDOT, DCR, Lee County, and the Federal Highway 
Administration (ISTEA funds) for a potential 22-mile trail connecting points north and 
south of the park. 
 
This pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian trail will provide the critical link between the 
State Park and the Cumberland Gap National Historic Park.  From the two parks, visitors 
would be able to access other historical, cultural, and recreational resources in the region.  
These facilities collectively will offer a wide range of educational and recreational 
opportunities associated with the westward expansion of the frontier, made possible by 
"Daniel Boone's Trail." There will be interpretive and educational elements directed at 
the importance of resource stewardship, as well as the stories associated with the 
Wilderness Road and frontier culture.  There will also be an opportunity to provide a 
connection with trail resources in Tennessee and the Hensley Settlement in the National 
Park. 
 
The park will also provide an outlet for regional information about the Virginia State 
Park system and tourism-related activities and facilities in southwest Virginia.  The 
Karlan house and surrounding grounds will be refurbished to represent a late nineteenth 
century setting with provisions to accommodate special events at the house and 



surrounding grounds.  In subsequent phases, a pioneer outpost and a reconstructed 
pioneer village could be developed to provide additional interpretive and educational 
offerings.  There will be an opportunity for a public/ private partnership associated with 
the village.  Also, artisans could produce crafts using nineteenth century techniques as 
part of the future interpretive and educational programming.  The authentic handcrafted 
items produced there could be offered for sale. 
 
The estimated development cost for the park is $6.24 million (in 1997 dollars). 

PHASE                                                                                                       EST. COST  

Phase I 

            Roads 

            Parking 

            Utilities 

Trails, Internal 

            Picnic Area w/Rest Facilities  

            Maintenance Compound 

            Stabilize Mansion 

           Replace  Residence                                                                      --------------  

TOTAL                                                                                                   $2,482,600 

Phase   II 

            Office/ Retail Space w/interim Visitor Center 

            Remove/Relocate Barn and Stable 

            Rest Facilities and Visitor Information Center  

Restore Wilderness Road State Park House 

            Picnic Shelter(s) remaining after Phase 1  

            Horse Parking Area,  Lane, and Support Facilities                      -------------- 

TOTAL                                                                                        $1,761,400    

Phase    III 

Pioneer Outpost 

            Pioneer Village Demonstration Area 

            Wilderness Road State Park Gardens 

            Special Event Areas                                                                      -------------       

TOTAL                                                                                        $1,999,100 

 ========   

    GRAND TOTAL                                                                                                $6,243,100 
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