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Economic Impact Analysis
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Chiropractic, and Podiatry; Department of Health Professions (Board of Medicine)
February 21, 2001


The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with Section 9-6.14:7.1.G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1.G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the Proposed Regulation


Chapter 814 of the 2000 Acts of Assembly eliminated the need for individuals licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, or podiatry to be separately licensed to practice acupuncture and required the Board of Medicine (Board) to develop appropriate education, training, and practice guidelines for such practitioners. Under an Administrative Process Act (APA) exemption, the regulatory requirement (consisting only of a fee) for physicians to obtain a secondary license to practice acupuncture was removed. The Board already requires 200 hours of instruction for physicians to be authorized to practice acupuncture.  In response to the statutory mandate, the Board is now proposing to require that 50 of those hours be in clinical practice under the supervision of someone legally authorized to practice acupuncture.  The proposed regulation includes a “grandfather clause” that exempts individuals who held a license as a physician acupuncturist prior to July 1, 2000, from the new requirement.

Estimated Economic Impact

In the opinion of the Board of Medicine’s Advisory Committee on Acupuncture, it is essential for physicians to receive supervised clinical training in the technique of acupuncture administration.  While physicians have experience through their medical training with injections, appropriate and efficacious administration of acupuncture needles requires different knowledge and skills. 

There is no information available on how many hours of acupuncture instruction are typically devoted to clinical practice or if clinical hours are more or less expensive than other hours of instruction.  However, since the total number of hours of acupuncture instruction remains the same, there is not expected to be a significant economic impact on those physicians who choose to become authorized to practice acupuncture. Although there are no readily available studies to confirm that clinical experience improves the quality of services provided, patients of these practitioners may benefit to some extent if their practitioner obtains more experience before practicing acupuncture on patients than without this regulatory requirement.

Businesses and Entities Affected


According to the Department of Health Professions, currently there are approximately 200 physicians authorized to practice acupuncture.  The proposed changes will affect all physicians who choose to become authorized to practice acupuncture after the effective date of this regulation.

Localities Particularly Affected


The proposed regulatory change is not expected to uniquely affect any particular localities.



Projected Impact on Employment


The proposed regulatory change in not expected to have any impact on employment.


Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property


The proposed regulatory change in not expected to have any effects on the use and value of private property.


