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The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with Section 9-6.14:7.1.G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1.G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the Proposed Regulation


The Virginia Waste Management Board proposes to eliminate section B.8 of the current regulations.  The repeal of section B.8 will eliminate the potential misinterpretation that all low-level radioactive wastes are considered hazardous waste, when in fact only mixed low-level radioactive wastes are considered hazardous waste.

Estimated Economic Impact

The proposed change will repeal section B.8 in this regulation.  DEQ indicates that section B.8 is susceptible to an erroneous interpretation; it may be interpreted to require that all low-level radioactive waste be managed as hazardous waste.  DEQ issued a guidance document on January 21, 2000 stating that section B.8 be implemented as applying to mixed low-level radioactive waste, and not to all low-level radioactive waste.  Section B.8 is also redundant since Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations are incorporated by reference in the regulation.  Referenced federal regulations establish requirements for low-level radioactive wastes and mixed low-level radioactive wastes.  Thus, repeal of section B.8 is not expected to affect handling of mixed low-level radioactive waste, but should eliminate potential misinterpretations.  DEQ has received clarifying questions from three or four entities. The agency is not aware of any instances of erroneous actions occurring.  To the extent that potential erroneous interpretations and consequently, erroneous actions are prevented, the proposed change may be beneficial.

Businesses and Entities Affected


The proposed regulations may potentially affect about 270 entities including hospitals, power plants, nuclear pharmacies, and various companies.

Localities Particularly Affected


The proposed change will apply throughout the Commonwealth.

Projected Impact on Employment


No effect on employment is expected.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property


The proposed change is not expected to affect the use and value of private property.

� Mixed radioactive wastes are radioactive wastes that also contain a substance that renders a mixture of hazardous waste.





