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THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF MEDICINE 
MINUTES 

July 14, 2005 
 

 
The Virginia Board of Medicine meeting was called to order on July 14, 2005, at 8:15 a.m., at 
the Department of Health Professions (“DHP”), 6603 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia   by 
Thomas Leecost, DPM, President.  Three separate Public Hearings were held for proposed 
regulations for Respiratory Care Continuing Education, Profile System and Office-Based 
Anesthesia.  Comment was offered by Louise Herskovich and Dr. Wilhite regarding Office-
Based Anesthesia.  It was announced that written comments on proposed regulations on 
Respiratory Care Continuing Education will be received until July 29, 2005, for the Profile 
System, until September 9, 2005 and Office-Based Anesthesia until July 29, 2005. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Thomas Leecost, DPM, President 
                                                      Malcolm L. Cothran, Jr., MD, Vice-President 
                                                      John Armstrong, MD 
                                                      Christine Ober Bridge 
                                                      Patrick Clougherty, MD 
                                                      Carol Comstock, RN 
                                                      Suzanne Everhart, DO 

Stephen E. Heretick, JD 
Juan M. Montero, II, MD 

                                                      Robert Mosby, MD 
                                                      Jane Piness, MD 
                                                      Karen Ransone, MD 
                                                      Valerie Lowe Hoffman, DC 
                                                      Brent Lambert, MD 
                                                      Gen. Clara Adams-Ender, RN, MSN, USA Ret 
                                                        
MEMBERS ABSENT:                   Sandra Bell, MD 
                                                      Gopinath Jadhav, MD 
                                                      Gary Miller, MD 
                                                        
STAFF PRESENT:   William L. Harp, MD, Executive Director 
                                                      Barbara Matusiak, MD,  
     Karen Perrine, Deputy Executive Director of Discipline 
     Ola Powers, Deputy Executive Director of Licensure 

Kate Nosbisch, Deputy Executive Director of Practitioner 
Information 

     Robert Nebiker, Director, DHP 
                                                      Elaine Yeatts, DHP Senior Regulatory Analyst 
                                                      Emily Wingfield, Assistant Attorney General 
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GUESTS PRESENT:                     Scott Johnson, MSV 
                                                       David Ellington, MSV 
                                                       Mike Jurgensen, MSV 
                                                       Tammie Smith 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF PLAQUES TO OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Dr.  Leecost and Harp presented a plaque to Carol Comstock, RN for her service with the Board 
of Medicine.  Dr. Leecost then asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of Dr. J. Thomas 
Hulvey.  Dr. Harp read the plaque for Dr. Hulvey.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT/INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Three new board members, Brent Lambert, MD, General Clara Adams-Ender and Valerie 
Hoffman, DC, introduced themselves to the Board.    
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Dr.  Harp suggested the addition of an item concerning the petition for rule-making on circulating 
RNs.  Dr. Cothran moved to adopt the amended agenda.  The motion was seconded and 
carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
There was public comment from David Ellington, MD, President, Medical Society of Virginia, 
who spoke to the Petition for Rule-Making Regarding Circulating RN’s in doctors’ offices where 
surgery is performed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11, 2005 
 
Dr. Montero moved to approve the minutes of the Full Board, dated February 11, 2005.  The 
motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
PRESIDENT 
 
Dr. Leecost reported that he attended several meetings since February including one in 
Pennsylvania to look at the clinical skills testing center for osteopathic medicine, the Federation 
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of State Medical Boards annual meeting in Dallas and VIPCS in Richmond, regarding safety 
issues. 
 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
 
No report 
 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
 
No report – Position vacant with the departure of Dr. Willis. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Dr. Harp reported that the Board is within budget for this biennium.  He gave current Board of 
Medicine stats for HPIP participants.  He mentioned the Federation of State Medical Board’s 
pilot program on emergency contact information with the Centers for Disease Control.  Also 
mentioned was the Urban Institute Study on seven boards of medicine, in which Virginia has 
been included.  He briefly mentioned efforts by DHP, PMP, the Board of Pharmacy and Board of 
Medicine to develop a symposium for doctors and pharmacists on addiction and pain 
management.  The Board responded in the affirmative to the conversion of the September 16, 
2005 Executive Committee meeting into a full Board meeting.  Dr. Harp then recognized the 
other departing board members, Jerry Willis, DC, Gary Miller, MD and Alvin Edwards, M.Div, 
Ph.D.   
 
 
COMMITTEE AND ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS 
 
Dr. Cothran moved that the Board accept all Committee and Advisory Board Reports presented 
in the agenda packet en bloc.  The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
 
OTHER REPORTS 
 
Board of Health Professions 
 
Dr. Montero reported that the Board of Health Professions was scheduled to meet at 1pm on 
July 14, 2005. 
 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
Ms. Wingfield reported on several ongoing cases.  
 
Department of Health Professions  
 
Mr. Nebiker provided an update on the Prescription Monitoring Program. 
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Podiatry Report  
 
No report. 
 
Chiropractic Report  
 
No report. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. PROJECTED NEED FOR AN INCREASE IN LICENSING FEES 
 
Mark Monson, DHP Deputy Director for Administration gave a presentation explaining the 
process to determine the need to increase fees.  He provided projections for the Board of 
Medicine out to FY2010.  Ms. Yeatts asked the Board to adopt a NOIRA to consider the need 
for a fee increase.  Dr. Everhart moved to consider a NOIRA for consideration of a fee increase.  
The motion was seconded and discussed.   The motion carried.  Ms. Ober Bridge moved to 
have staff send a letter to the Secretary asking for clarification of fees used and a report on the 
scholarship program.  The motion was seconded, discussed and carried. 
 

2. REGULATORY ACTIONS 
 
Elaine Yeatts provided a chart of regulatory actions of the Board and provided brief comment on 
those of most immediacy.  
 
She explained the need to adopt the Final Regulations for Ethical Standards of Practice.    Mr. 
Heretick moved to adopt the Final Regulations for Ethical Standards of Practice for Chapters 20, 
40, 50, 80, 101, 110 and 120.  The motion was seconded, discussed.  During discussion, Ms. 
Yeatts addressed the amendments and responses to commentors.  During the discussion, the 
Board recommended that the Medical Society of Virginia post information regarding the 
advertising of “board certification” on the MSV website.  The motion was carried.  Dr. Everhart 
moved to adopt the Board responses to comments as presented. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 
   
Ms. Yeatts asked the Board to consider an extension of the comment period for the Response 
to Petition for Rule-Making Regarding Circulating RN’s.  Dr. Armstrong moved to extend the 
comment period until August 22, 2005.  The motion was seconded, discussed and carried. 
 

3. 2006 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL 
 
Ms. Yeatts introduced the request that an inactive licensee be allowed to practice in case of a 
national or state emergency.  Ms. Wingfield recommended that the Board not entertain the 
request at this time, but consider coordinating with the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Services.  Ms. Ober Bridge moved to have Dr. Harp forward a letter to the appropriate agency 
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and ask for feedback and recommendation regarding how this proposal may fit with the 
established emergency plan.  The motion was seconded, discussed and carried.  
 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPETENCY 
ASSESSMENTS 

 
Dr. Harp stated that the Board needs to make decisions for initial and long-term action.  He 
provided options and a list of physician competency assessment programs.  Dr. Leecost 
suggested the need to have surgery specialties involved.  Several options were discussed.  Ms. 
Ober Bridge moved to create a NOIRA to develop processes and to direct staff to develop 
guidelines to handle any cases that arise in the meantime.  The motion was seconded and 
carried.   
 
      5.  DISCIPLINE REPORT 
 
Karen Perrine provided charts/graphs to show the status of cases with the Board.  She also 
presented a meeting schedule for 2006 and asked for acceptance.  Dr. Piness moved to accept 
the schedule.  The motion was seconded and carried. 

 
6. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST REGARDING VACCINE INFORMATION 

 
Karen Perrine presented a request from Dr. Edlich for the Board’s support for additional 
language to the Vaccine Information Statements provided by the Centers for Disease Control.  
After a short discussion, Dr. Lambert moved to respond that the Board does not wish to 
comment.  The motion was seconded and carried. 
 

7. REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
Dr. Leecost reported that the Nominating Committee did not have a report because two 
members are no longer on the Board and another was out of town, so the Committee could not 
meet.  He announced the newly appointed Committee consisting of Dr. Everhart, Dr. Bell and 
Mr. Heretick, that they would meet at a later date, and provide a report to the Board at its 
September 16, 2005 meeting.  
 

8. REVIEW OF CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE 
 
Due to time constraints, there was no opportunity for the Board members to review cases. 
 

9. WORKSHOP 
 
Board staff, DHP staff and Board counsel presented a detailed overview of the disciplinary 
process and the role of the Board member.  Bill Leighty, Governor Warner’s Chief of Staff, 
addressed the Board members on the importance of their service to the Commonwealth. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were no announcements. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:30 pm.  
 
 
 
  
 
__________________________   ___________________________ 
Thomas Leecost, DPM           William L. Harp, MD 
President      Executive Director 
 
 
_______________________ 
Ola Powers 
Recording Secretary 


