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TIME AND PLACE: The public hearing was called to order at 9:12 a.m. at the 

Department of Health Professions.  The purpose for the 
hearing was to receive public comment pursuant to its 
study into the need to regulate the emerging professions:  
Surgical Assistants and Surgical Technologists. 
 

PRESIDING CHAIR: Elizabeth A. Carter, Ph.D., Executive Director, Board of 
Health Professions 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Damien Howell, P.T. 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Sandra Ryals, Director, Department of Health Professions 
Justin Crow, Research Assistant 
Carol Stamey, Operations Manager 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Ira Gantt, ST 
Mark Polson, CSA 
Henry Jacobs, CSA 
Tracee Gamon 
Susan M. Andrews 
Mary Armstrong, CFA, CSA, CST 
Theresa Cooper, CFA, CSA, CST 
Rebecca Music, AD, CST 
Catherine Sparkman 
Bonnie P. Vencill, RN, CNOR 
Kevin Browne, CST, SAAAS 
Boris Feldman 
Catherine Churche, St. Marys 
Susan Ward, VHHCA 
 

COURT REPORTER: Lynn Aligood, Capitol Reporting, Inc. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Ira Gantt, ST, Reston Surgical Center, spoke of two types 
of accreditation.  He inquired of the Board which type of  
accreditation the Board was considering regulating and 
requested clarification on recertification and 
grandfathering.   
   
Mark Polson, SA, representing himself and also currently 



serving in the Army Reserves, presented comment in 
favor of regulation.  Further, he requested that if the Board 
recommends regulation, then it should consider military 
training equivalency or grandfathering for military trained 
personnel. 
  
Henry Jacobs, CSA, representing himself, presented 
comment in favor of regulation.  He stated that the 
surgical assistants serve as the right hands of the surgeons.  
 
Mary Armstrong, CSA, CST, presented comment in favor 
of regulation to insure baseline knowledge.  She further 
requested that the Board consider grandfathering.  Ms. 
Armstrong informed the Board that there were various 
programs, including those at Sentara, that offered 
educational courses to assist in obtaining certification.  
Ms. Armstrong provided a handout of Sentara’s Surgical 
Technology Program, and it is incorporated into the 
minutes as Attachment 1. 
  
Theresa Cooper, CSA, apprised the Board of an article in 
the newsletter, The Edge, entitled "What You Don’t Know 
Could Hurt (Kill) You."  The newsletter is sponsored by 
the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical 
Assisting and is incorporated into the minutes as 
Attachment 2.  Ms. Cooper further reported on the various 
invasive surgeries that surgical assistants may perform 
and stated that the profession must be policed.  Further, 
she stated that it was her belief that the profession should 
be regulated through the Board of Medicine. 
 
Rebecca Music, AD, CST, representing the Association of 
Surgical Technologists, stated that the goal of the surgical 
assistants was to provide good patient care and good 
outcomes.  Ms. Music reported that she would research 
the issue of patient outcome and provide the data to Mr. 
Crow.  She further expressed her support of regulation. 
 
Catherine Sparkman, Esquire, Director of Public Affairs 
for the Association of Surgical Technologists provided 
data on the number of graduating students and an update 
on other states' regulation at various levels. She further 
advised that data was being gathered on patient harm 
issues relating to medical errors, adverse events, infection 
reporting and cost analysis.  Ms. Sparkman reported that 
there is little outcome data on non-certified versus 



certified surgical assistants and surgical technologists.  
Further, that the Association is seeking outcome data from 
the hospitals for review.  With regard to higher education 
and mortality, Ms. Sparkman described a study by Linda 
Aiken from Johns Hopkins.  Ms. Sparkman stated that the 
Association of Surgical Technologists supports regulation 
across all states.  
 
Susan Bonbotch, R.N., informed the Board that surgical 
assistants perform delegated medical tasks, and she 
supports regulation of the profession. 
 
Bonnie Vencill, R.N., representing herself, advised that 
she supported certification and would be willing to assist 
the Board in its study. 
 
Kevin Browne, CST, stated that he supports certification 
of surgical technologists as well as continued competency 
assurance.  Further, he stated that the associations, 
hospitals and the annual national conference offered 
continuing education at minimal cost. 
 
Boris Feldman, CSA, M.D., representing surgical 
assistants from INOVA Fairfax Hospital and Capital 
Surgical Services, a private company providing surgical 
assistant services, informed the Board of his support of 
regulation.  With regard to non-certified surgical 
technologists, he expressed concern over a variety of 
issues, such as as scope of practice restrictions, personnel 
relations, education, and malpractice insurance.  He also 
offered to provide a list of other surgical assistant private 
contractors. 
  
David Jennette, CSA, Sentara Hospital, President of 
National Surgical Assistant Association, stated that he was 
in support of regulating surgical assistants and surgical 
technologists.  Further, he stated that he supports 
grandfathering and accepting military credentials if the 
required military forms are provided.  Additionally, Mr. 
Jennette noted that he did not favor long distance or on-
line education.  Specifically, that these educational 
courses may not include the clinical skills component.  
Mr. Jennette provided a certification pamphlet provided 
by the National Surgical Assistant Association.  The 
pamphlet is incorporated into the minutes as Attachment 
3. 



 
Dr. Carter informed the public that an additional public 
hearing is scheduled for August 11, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. with 
a deadline of August 15, 2009 to receive written comment.  
She further stated that that the Regulatory Review 
Committee will review the draft report at the August 
meeting and may make its recommendations to the full 
Board at that time. 
  
The public hearing transcript will be incorporated into the 
minutes as Attachment 4 upon receipt from Capital 
Reporting, Inc.  
 

ADJOURNMENT: The Hearing adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________  
Elizabeth A. Carter, Ph.D. Executive Director 
Board of Health Professions                              
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