Guidance Document 110-41

Virginia Board of Phar macy

Changes a Pharmacist May Maketo a Prescription Written for a
Schedule |l Controlled Substance

On November 19, 2007, the DEA published in the Federal Register niaé File
entitledlssuance of Multiple Prescriptions for Schedule 11 Controlled Substances (72 FR 64921).
In the preamble to that Rule, DEA stated that “the esseelgmhents of the [schedule Il
prescription written by the practitioner (such as the namaeotontrolled substance, strength,
dosage form, and quantity prescribed)...may not be modified orallyhis, however, is in
opposition to DEA’s previous policy which permitted the pharmacist teerimited changes to
a prescription written for a Schedule Il controlled substance aftdrconsultation with the
prescriber. DEA plans to resolve this confusion through future rkdemaand instructs
pharmacists to adhere to state regulations or policy regactiagges that a pharmacist may
make to a schedule Il prescription. Therefore, through policy, thelBah allow a pharmacist
to make limited changes to a schedule Il prescription as stated below.

When presented a prescription written for a Schedule Il contrdldabtance, a
pharmacist may add or correct the patient’s address upon veoificatirrect the patient’'s name
upon verification, or add the prescriber's DEA registration numbeihéoprescription. The
pharmacist may add or change the dosage form, drug strength, diréatioss, drug quantity,
or issue date only after oral consultation directly with and ageee of the prescriber. Such
consultations and corresponding changes shall be noted by the pharmahestpoescription.
The pharmacist is never permitted to make changes to the contrabsthrsce prescribed
(except for generic substitution permitted by law) or the prescribigriatsire.
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