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12 VAC 5-270-30. Accessibility; trave time; financial.

Surgicd services should be available within amaximum driving time, under norma conditions, of

45 30 minutes for 90% of the population of aplanning didrict.

Surgica services should be accessible to dl patientsin need of services without regard to thelr

ability to pay or the payment source.

Providers of surgica sarvices serving rura areas should facilitate the trangport of patients

residing in rurd areas to needed surgica services, directly or through coordinated efforts with other

organizations. Preference will be given in the review of competing applications to applicants who can

demonstrate a history of commitment to the deve opment of trangportation resources for rura

populations.

12 VAC 5-270-40. Availability; need.
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The combined number of inpatient and ambulatory surgical operating rooms needed in a

planning district will be determined as follows:

1. CSUR = ORV/POP

Where CSUR is the current surgica use rate in a planning digtrict as caculated in the above

formula

ORYV isthe sum of total operating room visits (inpatient and outpatient) in the planning didrict in
the most recent three consecutive years for which operating room utilization data has been reported by
the Virginia Center for Hedth Sttidtics, and

POP isthe sum of total populationin the planning didrict in the most recent three consecutive
years for which operating room utilization data has been reported by the Virginia Center for Hedlth

Satidtics, as found in the most recent published projections of the Virginia Employment Commission.

2. PORV = CSUR * PROPOP
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Where PORYV is the projected number of operating room visitsin the planning district three

years from the current year; and

PROPORP is the projected population of the planning digtrict three years from the current year

as reported in the most recent published projections of the Virginia Eeeremic Employment Commission.

3. FORH = PORV * AHORV

Where FORH is future operating room hours needed in the planning digtrict three years from

the current year; and

AHORYV isthe average hours per operating room vidt in the planning district for the most recent

year for which average hours per operating room visit as been calculated from information collected by

the Virginia Department of Hedth.

4. FOR = FORH/1600

Where FOR is future operating rooms needed in the planning digtrict three years from the
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current year.

No additiond operating rooms should be authorized for a planning digtrict if the number of
exiging or authorized operating rooms in the planning didtrict is greater than the need for operating
rooms identified using the above methodology. New operating rooms may be authorized for a planning

district up to the net need identified by subtracting the number of existing or authorized operating rooms
in the planning digtrict from the future operating rooms needed in the planning district, asidentified usng

the above methodol ogy.

Congderation will be given to the addition of operating rooms by existing medicd care fadilities

in planning digtricts with an excess supply of operating rooms, based on the methodology outlined

above, when such addition can be justified on the basis of facility-gpecific utilization and/or geographic

remoteness (driving time of 45 minutes or more, under norma conditions, to dternative surgica

fadilities).

B. Rdocation. Projectsinvolving the relocation of existing operating roomswithin a planning
digtrict may be authorized when it can be reasonably documented that such relocation will: (i) improve
the digtribution of surgicd services within a planning digtrict; or (i) result in the provison of the same

aurgicd services a alower cogt to surgicd patientsin the planning digtrict; or (iii) optimize the number of
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operaionsin the planning district which are performed on an ambulatory basis.

C. Ambulatory surgicd facilities. Preference will be given to the development of needed

operating rooms in dedicated ambulatory surgicd facilities developed within generd hospitals or as

freestanding centers owned and operated by generd hospitals.

| certify that this regulation isfull, true, and correctly dated.

E. Anne Peterson, M.D., M.P.H.
Acting State Health Commissioner



