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Agency name Board of Dentistry, Department of Health Professions 

Virginia Administrative Code 
(VAC) citation  

18VAC60-20-10 et seq. 

Regulation title Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 

Action title Conformity with change in the law 

Final agency action date 6/8/07 

Document preparation date 6/21/07 
 
When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006 of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act (APA), the agency is encouraged to provide information to the public on the Regulatory 
Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act, the Virginia Register Form, Style, and Procedure Manual, and Executive Orders 21 (02) and 58 (99).  
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Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                
 

The Board is amending Section 71 of regulations governing the practice of dentistry and 
dental hygiene to conform the requirements for licensure by credentials to changes in § 
54.1-2709 as amended in HB2377 by the 2007 Session of the General Assembly.  The 
requirement for an applicant to have not failed an examination required for licensure within 
the past five years was deleted from the Code, so the requirement is likewise eliminated in 
the regulation. 

§ 54.1-2709. License; application; qualifications; examinations.  

A. No person shall practice dentistry unless he possesses a current valid license from the Board of 
Dentistry.  
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B. An application for such license shall be made to the Board in writing and shall be accompanied by 
satisfactory proof that the applicant (i) is of good moral character; (ii) is a graduate of an accredited 
dental school or college, or dental department of a university or college; (iii) has passed Part I and Part 
II of the examination given by the Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations; (iv) has 
successfully completed a clinical examination acceptable to the Board; and (v) has met other 
qualifications as determined in regulations promulgated by the Board.  

C. The Board may grant a license to practice dentistry to an applicant licensed to practice in another 
jurisdiction if he (i) meets the requirements of subsection B; (ii) holds a current, unrestricted license to 
practice dentistry in another jurisdiction in the United States and is certified to be in good standing by 
each jurisdiction in which he currently holds or has held a license; (iii) has not failed a clinical 
examination required by the Board in the five years immediately preceding his application (iv) has not 
committed any act that would constitute grounds for denial as set forth in § 54.1-2706; and (v iv) has 
been in continuous clinical practice for five out of the six years immediately preceding application for 
licensure pursuant to this section. Active patient care in the dental corps of the United States Armed 
Forces, volunteer practice in a public health clinic, or practice in an intern or residency program may be 
accepted by the Board to satisfy this requirement.  

D. The Board shall provide for an inactive license for those dentists who hold a current, unrestricted 
dental license in the Commonwealth at the time of application for an inactive license and who do not wish 
to practice in Virginia. The Board shall promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this section, including requirements for remedial education to activate a license.  

E. The Board shall promulgate regulations requiring continuing education for any dental license renewal 
or reinstatement. The Board may grant extensions or exemptions from these continuing education 
requirements.  
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Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including (1) the date the action was 
taken, (2) the name of the agency taking the action, and (3) the title of the regulation. 
                
 
In accordance with the powers and duties of the boards, an amendment to 18 VAC60-20-10 et 
seq., Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene was adopted by the 
Board on June 8, 2007.  Although required to comply with the Virginia Register Act, the agency 
is exempt from provisions of the Administrative Process Act for the implementation of these 
regulations pursuant to § 2.2-4006 A 4. 

§ 2.2-4006. Exemptions from requirements of this article.  

A. The following agency actions otherwise subject to this chapter and § 2.2-4103 of the Virginia 
Register Act shall be exempted from the operation of this article:  

1. Agency orders or regulations fixing rates or prices.  

2. Regulations that establish or prescribe agency organization, internal practice or procedures, 
including delegations of authority.  

3. Regulations that consist only of changes in style or form or corrections of technical errors. 
Each promulgating agency shall review all references to sections of the Code of Virginia within 
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their regulations each time a new supplement or replacement volume to the Code of Virginia is 
published to ensure the accuracy of each section or section subdivision identification listed.  

4. Regulations that are:  

a. Necessary to conform to changes in Virginia statutory law or  the appropr iation act 
where no agency discretion is involved; … 
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Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  
               
 
There is no impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability. 
 
 


