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The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with Section 9-6.14:7.1.G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1.G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the Proposed Regulation


Asbestos abatement contractors, workers, supervisors, inspectors, management planners, project designers, project monitors, and the programs that provide asbestos training are required to have a license in the Commonwealth.  The proposed changes to asbestos regulations include (1) providing more flexibility to meet the experience requirements for asbestos licensees, (2) providing additional options for asbestos analytical laboratories to meet accreditation requirements, and (3) requiring renewal of asbestos training program licenses every two years.

Estimated Economic Impact

The term asbestos refers to a number of fibrous minerals.  Components of a fiber bundle are called “fibrils.”  Fibrils may remain airborne for several hours when dispersed into the air.  Fibrils, in the air, pose adverse health affects such as asbestosis, lung cancer, and mesothelioma.  Because of inherent desired characteristics such as heat resistance and insulating capabilities, asbestos has widespread use in homes, schools, public and commercial buildings.

Under the current regulations, asbestos inspectors, management planners, and project designers are required to work under the supervision of a licensed professional for varying lengths of time depending on their educational background.  Professionals with a bachelor’s degree, associate’s degree, or high school diploma are required to have 6 months, 12 months, and 24 months experience working under the supervision of a licensed professional, respectively. The Board for Asbestos and Lead has determined that necessary knowledge can also be gained in a shorter time by working on a sufficient number of projects.  The proposed changes recognize this fact by providing an additional option to demonstrate necessary knowledge for handling asbestos.  Under the proposed changes, asbestos inspectors, management planners, and project designers can demonstrate professional qualification by working on 5 example reports with a bachelor's degree in a related field, 10 example reports with an associate's degree in a related field, and 15 example reports with a high school diploma under the supervision of a licensed professional.  Thus, the proposed changes provide additional options to meet licensing requirements for qualified applicants.  This particular change is expected to provide net benefits assuming that this option provides sufficient knowledge to perform competent asbestos work unsupervised.  The proposed changes will allow some applicants to complete the requirements in a shorter time frame than that otherwise would be required.

Currently, asbestos analytical laboratories providing Phase Contrast Microscopy (PCM) analysis
 must meet certain accreditation requirements.  DPOR is currently accepting accreditation from two institutions.  The proposed changes will recognize a third accreditation institution named Asbestos Analyst Registry (AAR).  Fees charged by AAR are believed to be slightly lower than the fees charged by the other two institutions.  Recognition of an additional accreditation institution is expected to provide more flexibility to regulated laboratories.  Also, if the accreditation fee charged by AAR is less than what is charged by the other two institutions, regulated laboratories will be able to reduce their costs in obtaining accreditation.

Under the current regulations, providers of asbestos training programs are not required to renew their licenses once they are issued a license.  Proposed changes will require providers of training programs to renew their licenses every two years.  DPOR points out that there are problems with the current system.  It is difficult for DPOR to maintain up-to-date information on providers that are in business.  DPOR is having difficulties in locating providers’ operations of business and determining if they continue to provide training.  Thus, DPOR has been failing to provide correct information when potential licensees ask for an available training program in Virginia.  In addition, DPOR conducts checks on an irregular schedule to make sure that the training programs comply with the regulations.  Renewal of licenses every two years may increase the likelihood that training programs will be subject to an irregular inspection because of more accurate provider information.  Thus, the proposed regulations may promote the incentives of training providers to maintain the quality level of training at what is required to issue a license.  In short, the proposed regulations will likely allow DPOR to maintain an up-to-date database and provide incentives for providers to maintain the quality of training.

On the other hand, the proposed renewal provision will introduce administrative costs.  DPOR believes that there are about 60 to 80 training providers in business that would be interested in renewing their licenses.  DPOR will charge $50 per application renewal to recover the administrative costs.  Thus, it is expected that DPOR will receive $3,000 to $4,000 in license fees from providers biannually.

Businesses and Entities Affected


The proposed regulations will affect approximately 4,318 individuals and 319 firms that provide asbestos related services. In addition, 61 laboratories providing microscopic asbestos analysis services and about 60 to 80 asbestos training programs will be affected.

Localities Particularly Affected


The proposed regulations apply throughout the Commonwealth. 

Projected Impact on Employment


No significant net effect on employment is expected.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property


The proposed regulations are not expected to significantly affect the use and value of private property.

� PCM analysis is a method to analyze the presence of fibers in collected air samples. 





