VA GROUND WATER PROTECTION STEERING COMMITTEE

The next meeting of the Steering Committee will be held on
Tuesday, March 16, 2004 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
first floor conference room, DEQ, 629 East Main Street, Richmond VA
For more information contact Mary Ann Massie at 804-698-4042 or
email mamassie@deq.state.va.us

Meeting Summary: Tuesday, January 20, 2004

Steering Committee members in attendance:

Mary Ann Massie, Department of Environmental Quality
Terry Wagner, Department of Environmental Quality
Maria Williams, Department of Environmental Quality
Chris Adkins, Department of Health

Jim McKean, Department of Business Assistance

Randy McFarland, US Geological Survey

Others:

Judy Poff, Virginia Water Resources Research Center
Josh Rubinstein, Virginia Rural Water Association

Agencies not in attendance:

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Department
of Mines Minerals and Energy, Department of Housing and Community
Development, Department of General Services/Division of Consolidated
Laboratories, and the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department.

Mr. Terry Wagner, DEQ Division of Water Resources, gave an informative
presentation on the report of the Water Policy Technical Advisory Committee.
Attendees were given a copy of the report (it is also available on line at
http://www.deq.state.va.us/info/waterpolicy.html ) DEQ was optimistic that
regulatory language for water supply planning would be developed by the group
by December 2003, however this goal was not recognized. The TAC did reach
consensus on four issues: the need for water supply planning in Virginia, the
need for additional water resources information to support planning, the need for
financial assistance for groups tasked with planning duties, and the need for
appropriate technical staff to market planning concepts and support groups in
their planning endeavors. Identification of the groups responsible for water
supply planning is one area that has not been addressed. The TAC will continue
through summer 2004. The TAC will focus on the required elements of a water
supply plan, and then DEQ will develop draft regulations and seek public
comment through the APA process.




Maria Williams with DEQ's Waste Division asked Terry if a rumor that several of
her industry contacts were reporting was true - was the TAC addressing aquifer
classification? - Terry said the TAC was NOT addressing aquifer classification.
Terry closed his presentation with a review of the new Water Resources Division.

Mary Ann Massie provided an overview of the 2003 Ground Water Festival at
Camp Brady Saunders. Visit
http://www.deq.state.va.us/education/gw/saunders/festival.html to see pictures
of the festival.

AGENCY UPDATES:

Department of Environmental Quality
Maria Williams, Waste Division, reported data gathering to support legislative
activities at the General Assembly.

Department of Business Assistance
Jim McKean noted increased activity in DBA programs due to improvements in
the economy.

Department of Health

Chris Adkins reported Jerry Peaks has been promoted to Director of the Office of
Drinking Water. Peak's former technical position will be advertised in the future.
Chris also reported the Virginia Aquifer Susceptibility report has been completed
and will be distributed by the USGS. VDH has completed their move to the
Madison Building. Chris reviewed several legislative bills including HB601 relating
to MTBE monitoring waivers.

New contact information for Chris Adkins: 804-864-7495
chris.adkins@vdh.virginia.gov

US Geological Survey

Randy McFarland, USGS, provided the following update:

1. A proposal has been submitted to the International Continental Drilling
Program (ICDP) to drill a multi-thousand-foot deep core hole near the center of
the Chesapeake Bay impact crater at Cape Charles during 2005.

2. Detailed-level geologic information has been obtained from drilling operations
at approximately two dozen sites that is being used to significantly enhance the
hydrogeologic framework of the Coastal Plain in southeastern Virginia.

3. Ground-water pumpage and level information continue to be compiled for
calibration of the revised ground-water flow model of the Virginia Coastal Plain.
4. Recently released publications include:

Aquifer Susceptibility in Virginia, 1998-2000, U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY Water-
Resources Investigations Report 03-4278 by David L. Nelms, George E. Harlow,
Jr., L. Niel Plummer, and Eurybiades Busenberg, prepared in cooperation with




Virginia Department of Health Office of Drinking Water (available on-line at
http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/wri/wri034278/ )

Ground-Water Flow and Saline Water in the Shallow Aquifer System

of the Southern Watersheds of Virginia Beach, Virginia, U.S. GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY Water-Resources Investigations Report 03-4258 by Barry S. Smith,
prepared in cooperation with The City of Virginia Beach Department of Public
Utilities (available on-line at http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/wri/wri034258/ )

Josh Rubinstein with Virginia Rural Water Association stated their Annual
Conference will be held March 16 and 17 in Richmond. For details visit
WWW.VIwa.org

Josh provided an update on the septic tank pump out activities within the 2000
foot protection area of the town of Toms Brook water supply. (Shenandoah
County). Funding provided by Pure Water Forum and Toms Brook-Maurertown
Sanitary District. The program goal is to address potential contamination
sources within source water assessment area. 21 septic systems were identified
as being in the assessment area; half of the system owners participated in the
pump out - reasons for not participating included new systems or systems that
had been pumped out within a year or two. Two systems within 1000 feet of the
PWS were 30+ years old and failing. Funding was secured to address leaks in
the tanks and distribution boxes.

Judy Poff with Virginia Water Resources Research Center reported their
annual conference would be held Oct 4-6, 2004. VWRRC is planning for their
40" anniversary celebration in 2005.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2004
9 A.M. DEQ FIRST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM. PLEASE MARK YOUR
CALENDAR TO ATTEND.



